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PREFACE. 



In presenting . the following pages to the Public, the 
Author feels it right to say he has not ventured to do so, 
without much serious hesitation. He is so deeply con- 
scious of his inability to do full justice to the variety of 
subjects they embrace, that he cannot, hppe they will en- 
tirely escape the censure of dritics aBU -exponents. But 
his deep conviction of the- great importanjjfe of those sub- 
jects at all times, and more (especially at the present 
crisis, and of the Scriptural correctness of his statements, 
has outweighed all considerations k)f a personal nature, 
and at length induced him to send them to the press. 
With all their imperfections he earnestly hopes that they 
may contribute to the edification and stability of some of 
the youthful students of divinity whose minds may be 
wavering in these popish and perilous times, when such 
gigantic efforts are making, in so many quarters, to draw 
them aside from the simplicity, the purity, and the Pro- 
testantism of our Apostolic Church. 

In commenting upon the prevailing errors of the day, 
(so much to be lamented) — passing events could not es- 
cape his notice : and he must here frankly confess he has 
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had to straggle with bis feelings in controlling his pen, 
so as to combine trath and faithfulness with tbat degree 
of respect for dignities which is due to their rank and 
office, when not justly forfeited ; and, at the same time 
to generate in his youthful readers a firm determination 
to adhere strictly to the trath of God, and not to be 
hampered and corrupted with the fopperies and vagaries 
of a Popish system, that necessarily leads the soul astray 
from God, and the only scriptural foundation of a sin- 
ner's hope. 

How far he has succeeded in this attempt must be a 
matter of opinion — and different opinions will of course 
be entertained by different parties. The Author trasts, 
however, he has been restrained by a higher power from 
transgressing the rules of propriety, notwithstanding he 
has felt strongly upon some occasions, which could not 
fail to rouse his indignation in common with all who 
know and feel the glorious excellence of Divine trath, so 
much misunderstood by those who have never felt its 
power upon their hearts. 

With these views and objects he trasts the Lord wiU 
accept and bless this feeble effort to promote his cause 
and kingdom, and pardon and counteract whatever may 
stiU be amiss. And if good be done, to Him alone be 
all the praise. 

St. Mary*s Piatt, Wrotham, Kent, 
October, 1850. 
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CHAPTER I. 

INTRODUCTORY. 



When "God created man in his own image," his bliss 
consisted in communion with his Creator : but when he 
fell, he lost the divine image, and all intercourse with 
his Maker was instantly cut off. Misery and woe were 
the natural consequences. Man became another being : 
his moral nature was entirely changed. From the per- 
fection of Deity, he sunk to the level of apostate spirits. 
Idolatry y superstition, and legality ^ then became the 
dominant propensities of the human heart ; and they now 
spring up spontaneously, like weeds, in every soil. These, 
if not constantly watched, and carefully subdued, will 
speedily overrun the best cultivated minds, and materially 
retard the growth of those supernatural plants of divine 
grace which proceed from the Spirit of God. If allowed 
to prevail, the result must be destruction. It is therefore 
one great object of the gospel of the grace of God, to 
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correct these evil propensities — ^to lead us to Christ, who, 
by his incarnation, death, and mediation, has provided an 
antidote, and a complete remedy, to all the evils conse- 
quent upon man's apostacy. 

In the word of God, — ^in the New Testament more 
especially — we find recorded all that Christ has done and 
sudffered for this purpose. And although from their sub- 
limity, the doctrines of the cross may well excite our 
astonishment, yet when, by the light of heaven, they are 
well understood, and, by the grace of God, they are 
cordially embraced as the sole foundation of our hope, 
they are uniformly found to answer their end. 

There is, besides, such a simplicity in all the funda- 
mental truths and doctrines of the gospel, that the weakest 
intellect may comprehend them for all essential purposes, 
and the most unlearned may discern the path which leads 
to life eternal. " The wayfaring men, though fools, shall 
not err therein." 

In Christ, he who is taught of God, will find all he 
wants, and every thing exactly suited to his necessities. 
" We are complete in him." In him we have a full 
atonement for all our sins ; a perfect righteousness as our 
title to heaven; and the converting, sanctifying, and 
renewing grace of his Spirit, to qualify us for the enjoy- 
ment of future and everlasting bliss. — This is the sum 
and substance of the gospel : and all that is required of 
us is, to accept with humility, and to improve with 
thankfulness, what is freely tendered to the chief of sinners. 
And what can be more simple? What can be inore 
exactly suited to our necessities, or better adapted to our 
actual condition } What can be added to this, or what 
can be taken away from it, that will not> at once, mar its 
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simplicity, and defeat its object? In fact, there is 
nothing more simple than " the truth as it is in Jesus." 
It is this simplicity of the gospel that perplexes, at first, 
the generality of those who hear it. So entirely free is 
it from every thing that savours of idolatry, superstition 
and legality, that, on this very account, the mind of man 
is naturally averse to receive it, and so hard to be per- 
suaded it is indeed the very truth of God. So contrary 
to the strongest, though erring dictates of our fallen 
nature ; — so entirely opposed to what human blindness 
and depravity would naturally anticipate and delight in ; 
it is no wonder, at least to the enlightened mind, that 
" the natural man " should esteem it utter " foolishness," 
and exclaim, with Nicodemus, " How can these things 
be ! " Serious and reflecting minds, however, one would 
suppose, would naturally expect, when first looking into 
the gospel, and the remedies it professes to provide for 
the evils of our apostate nature, to find some things far 
beyond their comprehension, and very different from their 
preconceived opinions and prejudices. But the discovery 
of this fact, which must necessarily meet the enquirer 
into divine truth in the outset, very rarely operates so as 
to induce him to persevere in his researches, or to look 
for divine teaching. The enemy is roused to suggest 
insuperable objections, to which the heart of man is 
predisposed to listen, and these most commonly prevail 
to retain his captive under the inextricable bondage of 
sin and error ; and the subject is dismissed as an incom- 
prehensible mystery. 

But O ! what a difference when the light of heaven, 
the gift of God, and the purchase of the Redeemer's 
blood, shines upon the soul 1 Then, the glory of God in 
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the perfect remedy he has provided for the fall of man, is 
seen thereby " in the face of Jesus Christ/' Then the 
truths of the gospel are perceived and felt to be " the 
wisdom of God, and the power of God." But without 
this heavenly light, all is midnight darkness. God's 
truth indeed remains the same ; but without the sunshine 
of his good Spirit, it cannot be discerned, any more than 
the objects of the material world can be seen without the 
light of the natural sun. 

But notwithstanding this advantage which the people 
of God enjoy in different measiures, yet every member of 
Christ's church is enlightened and sanctified but in part. 
The evil dictates and propensities of our fallen nature, 
though diminished and subdued, are not entirely eradi- 
cated, 'till the Christian has " perfected holiness in the 
fear of iGod," and is made " meet for the inheritance of 
the saints in light." Holiness is a progressive work ; 
and the contest between light and darkness — between the 
flesh and spirit — between " the old " and the " new man " 
— ^is not terminated 'till the hour of death. And such is 
the depravity of human nature, and such are its deep- 
rooted prejudices, that even after a partial illumination of 
the Holy Spirit, and some measure of his renovating 
grace, there wiU often remain a predominant disposition to 
adhere to preconceived opinions, and to indulge in cus- 
tomary habits and partialities, which not only tends to 
counteract the salutary influence of divine truth, but also 
to spoil its simplicity, and to lead to superstition and 
Pharisaism. 

Now Satan takes great advantage of this infirmity of 
our nature. " Through his subtlety," the mind is clouded, 
divine truth is obscured, and its spirituality is carnalized, 
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and the simpler forms of divine worship are made to give 
place to the more fascinating splendour of pompous for- 
mality, and " carnal ordinances/' Error is thus embraced 
for truth, and the spirituality of divine worship is super- 
seded by a spurious and feigned devotion, consisting 
chiefly of external display. This, though calculated to 
awe the vulgar mind, and to impress it with notions of 
superior sanctity, like the worship of the Pharisees of old, 
is nevertheless most odious to Him who searches the 
heart, and requires that " they who worship him, should 
worship him in spirit and in truth." 

It was this propensity, followed by the practice result- 
ing from it, that first corrupted, and at length led to the 
entire extinction of all the primitive churches of Christ : 
so fatal has it |)roved to' the interests of true religion. 
All the fopperies and absurdities — all the gross idolatry 
and superstition of popery, have arisen from the same 
source : and if the rulers and ministers of the established 
church in this protestaut country are not as watchful, as 
the spirit of the times demands, there is just reason to 
fear the whole body of the church will speedily be involved 
in all the corruptions of the papacy. 

With the view therefore of contributing, as Well as I 
am able, to the many far more valuable works * extant 
upon this subject, in guarding the young and inexperi- 
enced against the seductive tendency of this prevailing 
propensity, which, of late, has spread its baneful influ- 
ence far and wide throughout the Established Church, 
and has induced such multitudes of the younger 'Clergy, 

* Amongst these must be included, the works of the Rev. 
Mr. Goode, Bishop Wilson, Bishop M'llvaine, &c. &c. 
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more especially, to depart from the simplicity of the 
Gospel, and to introduce again obsolete forms of divine 
worship, which, as Protestants, we had long ago aban- 
doned, and which savour more of Pagan idolatry and 
Eomish superstition, than of the spirituality and simplicity 
of Christian worship and devotion — with the view, I say, 
of guarding the youth of our Church, and especially of 
our Universities, from the contamination of this Popish 
spirit, now so prevalent, I propose to bring before them, 
in one brief view, the account which the sacred scriptures 
themselves give of the workings and effects of this spirit 
amongst the primitive Christians.* An appeal to the 
records of the New Testament ought to be decisive, 
whatever practice might have obtained soon after the close 
of the sacred canon of holy writ, or nlight afterwards 
have been sanctioned by the Fathers of the Church, as 
they are commonly called. And it wOl be seen by a 
careful and candid consideration of the Epistles of the 

* Bishop Wilson, in his exposition of the Epistle to the Colos- 
sians, speaking of the importance of order ii} the Church, says, 
" And in the present day, when the invasion of a semi-popish 
spirit has deluged our Church ; when a system of uncommanded 
human traditions has been obtruded on us ; when one, and one 
only rigid form of Church discipline and polity has been magni- 
fied extravagantly, and made essential to the being of a Church ; 
when an Apostolic succession has been feigned in a sense in which 
it never existed ; when the all- sufl5ciency of Christ for our salva- 
tion has been sapped by over- statements about the Sacraments, 
ceremonies, fastings, genuflexions, garments, and subdivisions of 
sacred edifices — in such a day there is danger of the pious young 
members of our Church rushing to the opposite extreme, and 
throwing off that due regard to order, and that reasonable sub- 
jection to Pastors, which the Scriptures enjoin, and which is 
essential to edification and peace." p. 171. 



IKTRODrCTO»T, 7 

New Testament, that any confident appeal to primitite 
usage, is but a rain delusion, though constantly made in 
support of the riews, and in justification of the modem 
innoTations of a mistaken party in the Church, and of 
their reviTal of superstitious forms, and obsolete customs* 
— ^We shall find such things uniformly condemned in the 
word of Grod. So far is primitive usage from being a 
standard of perfection, or a rule of futh and practice in 
many respects, that it is often held up by St. Paul and 
other inspired Apostles, as a beacon to warn us against 
the infection of those baneful examples which, in the very 
outset of Christianity, began to " corrupt the minds of 
its converts from the simpUdty that is in Christ." A 
propensity to Idolatry, Superstition, and Legality, as we 
shall see in the progress of our review of these Epistles, 
has always more or less obtained i and from the very 
commencement of the Christian dispensation has operated, 
greatly to the injury of the cause of Christ, both in re- 
tarding its progress, and in adulterating its purity. 

In this review, we shall take the Epistles in the order 
in which they stand in the New Testament. (Appendix 
A.) And it will be seen as we proceed, that the pre- 
diction of St. Paul which he delivered to the Elders of 
the Church of Ephesus assembled at Miletus, was exactly 
fulfilled in the primitive days of the Church : — ** Take 
heed therefore unto yourselves ..... for I know this, 
that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in 
among you, not sparing the flock. Also of your oum- 
selves shall men arise speaking perverse things, to draw 
away disciples after them." 
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CHAPTEE II. 

1 . The first of these Epistles is that of St. Paul to 
the BoMANS. 

Here we find the Apostle rrferring back to the errors 
which prevailed from the same propensity, and corrupted 
even the Jewish religion. He reminds them that the 
Jews were favored above all others with the light of the 
divine oracles, and therefore far exceeded the Gentiles in 
the knowledge of what God requires of his creatures. 
And yet, how prone were they to mix up error with truth, 
superstition with authorized injunctions and divinely ap- 
pointed rites, and even their own sinful practice, with the 
sanctity they prescribed to others I — " Behold thou art 
called a Jew, and restest in the Law, and makest thy 
boast of God, and knowest his will, and approvest the 
things that are more excellent, being instructed out of 
the Law ; and art confident that thou thyself art a guide 
of the blind, a light to them that are in darkness, an 
instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, which hast 
the form of knowledge, and of the truth in the law." 
Rom. ii. 17 — 20. What an extraordinary accumidation 
of qualifications, real and supposed, is here concentrated 
to mark the great distinction and superiority of the Jew 
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above the Gentile ! It was this superiority, of whidi 
they could not but be conscious themselves, that led them 
to regard the Gentile world with so much contempt : and 
had it operated as it ought to have done, it would have 
induced a conduct proportionally higher and better in 
the scale of morals. Of this superiority they boasted. 
But were they indeed as far superior to the Gentiles in 
holy practice, as they were exalted above them in know- 
ledge and privileges ? Notwithstanding all these advan- 
tages, and the religious rites of divine appointment which 
they enjoyed, were they examples of all purity and holi- 
ness to their Heathen neighbours ? And did they ob- 
serve their religious rites free from all superstition and 
legal dependence ? Alas, human nature ! The propen- 
sities we have adverted to, prevailed to such an enormous 
degree, that the Apostle was compelled to animadvert 
upon their conduct in the severest manner, by contrasting 
their high and exclusive privileges with their unholy 
practice ; and their superior advantages with their super- 
stitious abuse of them. ** Thou therefore that teachest 
another, teachest thou not thyself ? Thou that preachest 
a man should not steal, dost thou steal ? Thou that 
safest a man should not commit adultery, dost thou com- 
mit adultery ? Thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou 
commit sacrilege ? Thou that makest thy boast of the 
law, through breaking the law, dishonorest thou God ? " 

What could have been more severe than this appeal to 
their own consciences — this contrast between their own 
ungodly practice, and their boasted privileges and vaunted 
superiority ? And yet the Apostle, not content with the 
self-condemnation which this contrast must have inflicted, 
immediately adds, in -still mOre keen and pointed terms. 
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" The name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles 
through you." * That holy name, which from your 
exalted preeminence ought to have been more especially 
honored by you, and recommended to the Gentiles by 
your pious example and instruction, is now blasphemed 
by them through the contrariety of your ungodliness to 
your professions.' 

Nor was this all. Not only did ungodliness deface the 
beauty of those divine laws which they professed to teach, 
but the very ordinances which God had given them to ob- 
serve as means of grace, and as tokens of his exclusive 
favor, were entirely perverted from their true design ; and 
the outward observance of them substituted for internal 
holiness, and depended on as sufficient to secure the di- 
vine favour. Thus did they add superstition to their un- 
godliness. They tenaciously adhered to the external rite 
of circumcision, and relied upon its efficacy, as if the ob- 
servance of any rite, though of divine appointment, coidd, 
of itself, secure the favor of God, when the heart was 
imaffected ; and that rite made the ground of " boasting 
of God," and "resting in the law." v. 17. 

It is just so now, in respect of the Ordinance of bap- 
tism. But the advocates of the Popish doctrine of the 
opus operatum of baptism, will admit that the Ordinance 
itself is a Sacrament ; and if we ask them, " What they 
mean by this word Sacrament?** they will reply, we 
" mean an outward visible ^^n of an inward and spiritual 
grace." But by what process of reasoning, they come to 
the conclusion that the outward and visible sign of a thing, 
is the thing itself, or necessarily imparts it, is utterly in- 
comprehensible. , 

The " Onehaptism for the remission of sins** mentioned 
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in the Nicene Creed, which is so triumphantly doted upon 
by the Tractarians, even to its adoption in raised solid 
letters round the stone font, in some modern built 
churches, (Wimbledon, in Surrey, for example) is not the 
mere Sacrament or sign of any thing, but the thing itself 
— the baptism of the Holy Ghost — "the inward and 
spiritual grace " — the work of God upon the soid. Of 
this, the Sacrament is only " the outward and visible 
sign." The rite itself — the opus operatum of this initia- 
tory Ordinance cannot insure the remission of sins, as the 
ignorant are thus taught to believe, unless accompanied 
by the one baptism of the Holy Ghost within. Whether 
this is invariably the case, we shall presently consider. And 
when we declare openly and publicly the Articles of our 
faith, and say, " I beKeve in One baptism for the remis- 
sion of sins," we mean to assert our belief, that in order 
to obtain pardon, we must be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost — ^that our nature must be changed by his influences 
— that we must be ** born again," — " not of blood, nor 
of the will of the flesh," no, " nor of the will of man," 
just when it may suit his convenience to administer the 
rite of baptism, nor by the rite itself — " but of God " — 
of God the Holy Ghost, who alone can alter the heart, 
and transform the soul, naturally corrupt, into the divine 
image, which is essential to salvation. The instrument by 
which this is effected, is not water, nor the rite, but " the 
word of God** 1 Peter i. 23. This is the teaching of the 
Bible, and of the Church, and this is what we are to un- 
derstand by the " One baptism for the remission of sins*' 
in which, every member of the Church, herein proclaims 
his belief. A dependence on the mere rite of baptism, is 
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precisely the same abuse as that of the perversion of the 
Jews of old of the oorresponding rite of circumcision. 

Here then we perceive the workings of human depravity 
— the natural propensity of the heart of man, to abuse 
his privileges, to corrupt the truth of God, and to pervert 
the design of his holy ordinances ; and so, to wander from 
" the simplicity that is in Christ." 

Every departure from truth and holiness, of this nature, 
be it more or less, springs from the same source — the 
natural propensity of the human mind, to idolatry, super* 
stition and legality. With the Jews, it led to the grossest 
crimes, far exceeding even those of the Gentiles, whilst 
boasting of their high privileges and distinctions ; and in- 
duced them to substitute the ordinances of religion for 
religion itself — the very evil, now so prevalent — ^the fatal 
tendency of which, it is one of the principal objects of this 
Essay to point out. 

The Apostle, immediately after this rebuke, proceeds to 
notice,- what is equally applicable to the errors so firmly 
held, and so extensively propagated in the present day, 
respecting the corresponding rite of Baptism. " For cir- 
cumcision verily profiteth if thou keep the law ; but if 
thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumcision is made 
unt^rcumcision." So baptism verily profiteth, if the bap- 
tized person fulfil his covenant engagements ; but if his 
covenant engagements, made either by himself, or by his 
sponsors in his behalf, be violated, all that he would other- 
wise profit, is lost. The blessing in either case is cojidi' 
tional, and therefore ^^ttre. "And shall not uncircumci- 
sion," the Apostle goes on to say, " which is by nature, if 
it fulfil the law, judge thee, who by the letter and circum- 
cision dost transgress the law ? " — That, is, shall not the 
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uncircumcised or unbaptized Heathen, whose moral conduct 
puts to shame the conduct of the circumcised Jew, or the 
baptized Christian, rise up in judgment against all such as 
by a false and delusive dependence on their religious rites 
and privileges, venture to break through the obligations thus 
imposed on them ? What will circumcision avail the Jew, 
or baptism the Christian, if its obligations are disr^arded? 
What benefit is to be derived from either, though of di- 
vine appointment, if ignorantly and superstitiously trusted 
in ; and vital godliness — " the answer of a good conscience 
toward God," of which these are the sign, or "figure^** — 
be neglected ? ** For he is not a Jew who is one out- 
wardly (by circumcision), neither is that circumcision 
which is outward in the flesh : But he is a Jew who is one 
inwardly, and circumcision is that of the heart, in the 
spirit, and not in the letter, whose praise is not of men, 
but of Grod." Here we have only to substitute baptism 
for circumcisioHy and Christian for Jew, and all that the 
Apostle says will apply in all its pristine force to the pre- 
vailing errors of the day in respect to the invariable 
efficacy of Christian baptism, in conveying spiritual and 
saving regeneration, in all its scriptural latitude. And it 
is most surprising how the application can ever be over- 
looked by any of the appointed teachers of Christianity in 
our Church. K spiritual regeneration, in all its scriptural 
latitude^ is invariably conferred in and by baptism, can 
it ever be said with truth, as it is said of circumcision, 
that any, by any means whatever, can afterwards be- 
come unregenerated ? If we are thereby invariably made 
" new creatures," and ** pass from death unto life, from 
the power of Satan unto God " — if the " heart " and the 
" spirit " are then, and thereby, invariably altered from 
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the corrupt state in which we are bom, and the soul is 
transformed by the Holy Ghost into the divine image, — 
(all of which is included in the scriptural notion of spiri- 
tual regeneration) how can it be said that " if thou be a 
breaker of the law" (and who is not after baptism?) "thy 
baptism is made no baptism," — even as circumcision is 
made thereby imcircumcision ? " * 

But doubtless the contenders for the invariable efficacy 
of baptism in infants, will be at no loss to explain this 
mystery. They will tell us that although converting and 
regenerating grace are invariably conferred in and by that 
holy ordinance, yet we may afterwards '*fall away " by 
neglecting to improve that grace so conferred, on the one 
hand ; and by fostering the natiu-al depravity of the soul 
on the other ; and so may be brought into a state of sin- 
fulness, exceeding even that of the heathen. 

Without questioning the possibility of a temporary 
declension from a state of grace once enjoyed, to which 
all are, at all times, liable ; it is surely not to be believed 
that God would permit any such extensive departure from 
regenerating, and renewing, and converting grace, sup- 
posed to be invariably conferred in baptism, as is almost 

* If Baptism and Circumcision are corresponding Sacraments, 
as all admit, and the effects of the one, the same as the effects of 
the other, how inexplicable is the fact, that such effects as are now 
ascribed to Baptism, are never ascribed to Circumcision ; and that 
David, in all the Psalms, which embody practical and experimental 
religion, should never once have alluded to circumcision 1 Of the 
Circumcision of the father of the faithful we are expressly told, 
it was " a seal of the righteousness which he had {be/ore) , being 
yet uncircumcised." And consequently Baptism may be regarded 
as a seal of that ** prevenient grace," which qualifies for the re^ 
ception of the rite. 
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universally, notoriously, and undeniably the case, unless 
the fact be clearly asserted in the word of God. But no 
such fact is there asserted. And why not, if the case 
be undoubtedly so, of the great majority of the baptized ? 
Simply because no such grace is invariably conferred in 
baptism. Who can deny that of the many myriads who 
are baptized, and thus admitted within the outer pale of 
the church militant, not one in ten thousand remains 
steadfast, in all respects, to his baptismal engagements ? 
All are daily " breakers of the law," as all themselves 
publicly and continually confess. They have therefore, 
one and all, by their own confessions, according to this 
doctrine, ** fallen from grace. ^^ Then, if this be so, where 
is the benefit of that " spiritual regeneration," said to be 
invariably conferred in the rite of baptism ? * 

* The Tractarians, and those who uphold the doctrine of the 
full benefits of baptism as invariably accompanying the adminis* 
tration of the rite, finding themselves unable to maintain this 
ground, now begin to shift their position, by ascribing to the 
opus operatum of the rite, benefits which fall short of conversion. 
But if " spiritual regeneration," does not include conversion^ it 
remains for them to e^^plain what it does*include — and so to define 
the terms as to convey a clear and distinct notion of the benefits 
thereby conferred. If conversion be not included, it is difficult to 
comprehend how the full benefits are conferred in any case. They 
are not remarkable however, it must be admitted, for consistency, 
nor for the clearness with which they express their sentiments. 
Who is to understand what they mean, when they say that by 
baptism a child is regenerated, but not converted ? I have never 
yet seen a distinct enunciation by them of the two terms — ^ the 
limits they assign to the benefits of baptism — how far short they 
fall of real, genuine conversion. ITieir language uniformly seems 
to me to convey the full scriptural idea of conversion: — and 
hence the enormous and incalculable mischief of their statements. 
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If it should be said, as indeed it may, with much truth, 
(though not consistently with the ^^ falling away " theory,) 
that every deviation from the covenant of baptism, is not 
a proof of our having " fallen from grace/' but only when 
carried to such an extent as to lead any notoriously to 
" live without God in the world ; " then the case becomes 
a question of degree. And who will venture to draw 
the line ? Obviously therefore this theory is, in ahnost 
all cases, practically useless, as it can be applied to no 
particular case short of notorious profligacy. It follows 
therefore that it is not founded in truth. 

But is it not most evident, if we may be allowed the 
use of common sense, denied only to Romanists, and to 
judge rationally from the after conduct of the generality, 
that in the great majority of the baptized in infancy, no 
such spiritual benefit, as is supposed, was ever conferred 
in baptism? and that they have not therefore ^^ fallen 
from grace ; " for that they never possessed it ? For 
otherwise, such great and extensive departure from it, as 
is almost universal, could never exist. God is a jealous 
God ; and can we reasonably suppose for a moment, that 
he would ever suffer the eflScacy of his converting * and 

* I can only argue with this party upon this hypothesis ; — not- 
withstanding they begin to find their position so untenable, that 
they have recently shifted their ground, and now deny that they 
ever meant conversion. I expect therefore to be told I am con- 
tending with a shadow, and " fighting as one that beateth the air." 
But until they clearly define the limits of baptismal regeneration, 
we must keep them up to the point, and understand them as 
hitheHo they have always been understood — their words convey- 
ing no other sense — as meaning to include that conversion of heart 
and nature which the word of God so plainly teaches is essential to . 
salvation. Conversion, however, in their view, means nothing more 
than moral reformation and improvement — a recovery from a re- 
lapse into gross sin. 
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regenerating grace, if invariably conferred in baptism, to 
be so dishonoured and defeated as in almost all cases to 
become a nullity ; or allow that great enemy of mankind, 
whose serpent-head the Eedeemer has " bruised," — 
Blessed be his name ! — so to triumph over the work of 
the Holy Ghost, as in almost all cases, totally to defeat 
Ids purpose, and annul the efficacy of his grace ? Im- 
possible ! (See Appendix C.) 

These considerations wiU be perfectly satisfactory to 
the candid mind, and will lead him necessarily to the 
conclusion, that " spiritual regeneration," in all its scrip- 
tural latitude, (for it is in this sense only we have hitherto 
considered the subject,) does not invariably accompany 
the ordinance of baptism ; and much less that baptism, in 
any case, is the parent of such regeneration, like cause and 
effect. The truth is, it may, or it may not be, that vital, 
spiritual, scriptural regeneration, the germ of renovation, 
attends this ordinance.* All depends on the state of 
the heart and mind — the " prevenient grace " — in adults ; 
and the prayer of faith of the parents and sponsors, in 
infants ; or, the sovereign election of God, secret to us. 

The advocates for the Tractarian views, accuse their 
opponents with confounding scriptural regeneration, which 
is equivalent to justification, with renovation. Now we 
not only freely admit, but we earnestly contend, that 
though distinct, they are invariably imited, and deny 
altogether that we confound, or even confuse them. The 

• Bishop Wilson, in referring to 3 John 8. " The wind blow- 
eth," &c., says, " This is said with reference to baptism, implying, 
as it should seem, that the blessing may be granted before the 
sacrament, at the time of its administration, or after *^ — And 
if, " at the time," it may be the outward means of " conveying'* it. 

C 
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one necessarily accompanies and involves the other ; and 
though simultaneous, yet are they two distinct things. 
" Whom he justifies them he also sanctifies** It is 
therefore impossible to comprehend what is meant by a 
scriptural and spiritual regeneration that excludes renova- 
tion — a renovation commencing with a new birth, unac- 
companied by spiritual life. And as no such spiritual 
life afterwards appears in the generality, no new birth, or 
spiiitual regeneration (in the scriptural sense of the term) 
can have taken place at baptism. The natural birth of a 
child, may be indeed, without life : but the new-bom 
child of God, is always with the germ of spiritual life, 
which at length grows up to maturity. But to argue 
upon the hypothesis that spiritual regeneration may be 
unaccompanied by spiritual life, producing renovation, is 
to argue upon the growth and maturity of a still-born 
child. To disannul the necessity of conversion, they 
affirm it is always effected in baptism. Hence Dr. Mill 
and his party find it convenient to assert that " all infanta 
in baptism receive that infused divine virtue of the Holy 
Ghost, which giveth to the powers of the soul their first dis- 
position towards future newness of life," i. e. conversion,* 
But it may be said, that this is but human, and there- 
fore fallible reasoning, upon a point so mysterious in itself, 
that we can come to no settled and confident decision 
upon it, without the express testimony of the word of 
God. But as the word of God confessedly contains no 
such express testimony, the advocates for the doctrine of 
baptismal conversion, should produce more rational argu- 
ments — such as shall convince every unprejudiced mind, 

* Thus perverting the language of Hooker — See Effects of 
Baptism, by the Rev. W. Goode, 2nd Ed. p. 370, 371. 
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of the oonectness of thdr views. And if thev cannot do 

tt. 

so, and if all who have attempted it, have hitherto utterly 
failed, surely it behoves them no longer to teach doctrines 
which, to say the least, are of " doubtful disputation ; " 
and to say the truth, are utterly unsupported by reason, 
experience, and the word of God. 

It appears to me that the whole controversy upon this 
subject, arises from opposite parties attaching a different 
meaning to the term regeneration,* K the sense in which 

* It is remarkmble that neither the Bishop of Exeter, nor tny 
of his followers, ever attempted either to reason upon the subject 
or to state precisely their own views. The only question with 
him and them is, " What does the Church teach ? " And cer- 
tainly this is a most important question : — but one that bears 
more upon the consistency of Churchmen than upon the scrip- 
tural nature and efficacy of baptism. The latter ought to be the 
first question ; and when this is settled, whether the Church is 
scriptural in her teaching, and whether her ministers and members 
are consistent in their views with that teaching, are subordinate 
and secondary questions. In the case however of the Bishop of 
Exeter with Mr. Gorham, the only question was, whether Mr. 
Gorham's vievro accorded with the views of the Church, as nega- 
tiveiy understood by his Lordship, But it was very possible, to 
say the least, that his Lordship might misinterpret the views of 
the Church. So that, after all, the question betw*een them, re- 
solves itself into this : * How far Mr. Gorham's views on the na- 
ture and efficacy of Baptism, are consistent with scripture ? ' Or 
granting, 'what no one disputes, that the teaching of the Church 
is perfectly in accordance \nth scripture — then the question is 
reduced to one of orthodoxy, according to the Bishop's views of 
the teaching of the Church. Still it is not a little remarl 
that the Bishop of Exeter should never have reasoned u 
subject, or allowed his own private views to ooze out, 
inference and deduction : Had Mr. Gorham, when examii 
manded of the Bishop an explicit statement of his own 
the scriptures upon the doctrine of Baptism, and of his 

C 2 
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it is used were accurately defined, there would be an end 
of all dispute, and the Church would be freed from the 
unjust charge of inconsistency ; or of teaching, or allow- 
ing her ministers to teach, opposite and contradictory doc- 
trines.* Still the question as to the nature and extent of 
the efficacy of Baptism, would remain just where it was, 
and where it is, and where, as it should seem, God has 
designed it should continue to remain — a matter of some 
imcertainty. Some however are restless to be wise above 
what is written. But the humble Christian, in accordance 
with the Church of England, is content that it should re- 
main where God has left it ; — and where certain doctrines, 
as in this case, are not fully revealed, he feels it no de- 
gradation to confess his ignorance; but, on the contrary, 

terpretation of what the Church teaches, after the example of 
our Lord, (Mark xi. 27 — 33.) as he would have been fully justified, 
I think, in doing— the controversy would probably have termin- 
ated much sooner, and more satisfactorily. For if the Bishop 
declined to state his views, Mr. Gorham would have been justi- 
fied in refusing to state his, beyond the very words of the Articles 
and the services. 

* This, the Rev. Mr. Maskel, late examining Chaplain to the 
Bishop of Exeter, has recently endeavoured to extort from the pen 
of the Archbishop of Canterbury. But his Grace was not to be 
caught in so flimsy a snare. In condescending to reply to Mr. 
M's intrusive enquiries, presented to him for purposes too ob- 
vious to be mistaken, his Grace has united " the harmlessness of 
the dove, with the wisdom of the serpent," and has left him to 
a more rational and scriptural view of the subject than he had 
been accustomed to hear from either the Vatican or the Bishop 
of Exeter. 

N.B. Since this was prepared for the press, this gentleman, it 
appears, has quitted the Church of England, and joined, as he 
ought to have done long ago, that of Rome. 
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would deem it presumption, dogmatically to decide, and 
imperiously to dictate. 

The only source from whence the doctrine of baptismal 
regeneration is derived, as held by the Tractarians and 
the high-/ott?-church party, as far as we can gather their 
views from their own crude statements, is the figurative 
and ambiguous language of our baptismal services, in 
conjunction with the catechetical and devotional forms of 
the Church. But these are capable of a very different 
construction from that which they choose to put upon 
them, and are easily to be reconciled with the explicit de- 
clarations of the Articles, which were framed expressly 
and avowedly **for avoiding of diversities of opinions y and 
for the establishing of consent y touching true religion,** 
Here they find no support or encouragement whatever of 
their views ; * and therefore, instead of abiding by their 

♦ By a reference to the Latin Articles of our Church it will be 
seen, that no support whatever is given to the doctrine of the in- 
variable efficacy of baptism founded upon the phrase in Article 
27 : " they that receive baptism rightly" since the 28th Article 
explains what is meant by it. i. e. "worthily, and with faith receive," 
which never can be truly affirmed of " all," without exception. 

It is worthy of observation, however, that the English transla- 
tion in the 28th Article is not strictly correct : for the Latin word 
" rite" there used, is not the same as " recte" in the 27th Article. 
No doubt our Reformers meant to preserve a uniformity of dic- 
tion as much as possible in the Articles, as they have done in the 
several baptismal services ; and which is also manifest by a com- 
parison of the 25th with the 27th and 28th Articles. The co- 
incidence of expression is very striking. We may therefore justly 
infer that by the *' reifte " (rightly) in the 27th Article, they 
meant to express the same thing as by the " rite, digne cum 
fide " (the three taken together) in the 28th Article. Or, our 
translation in the 27th Article, viz. ** they that receive baptism 
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AM^mon as true sons of the Chnrch, and allowing the 
Artieleu to fulfil their avowed intention, by defining the 
nmvm of the prayers, the prayers are made to define the 
fiense of the Articles. The cone is made to stand upon 
its apex ! And this they consider as consistent with their 
pretentions to orthodoxy and high-church principles ! ! 

Driven, however, from this source of appeal, their next 
and last resource is, to the Fathers, as they are called. 
And * what do they say upon this subject ? as their deci- 
sion, the Tractarians think must be final and conclusive.'* 
1 reply, it matters not what they say : as they were not in- 
spired, and the same ambiguity of expression upon this 
subject pervades all their writings, although the high-/owv 
church, would fuin persuade us, they are unanimously of 
the same opinion as the Bishop of Exeter and his followers. 
Upon such a subject, and indeed upon every subject af- 
fecting our future destiny, an appeal, as final and decisive, 
to the opinions of men — men however pious and learned, 
were still but men ; — and at whatever period of the Church 
they may have lived — is, at once to give up the funda- 
mental principle of our Church, that the word of God is 

rightly," is the same thing as — ** to such as ritely** (or agreeably 
to the ri<w of the Church,) ** worthily and ivith faith receive the 
same : " the latter explaining the force and meaning of the former. 

How it came to pass that " rite," was translated rightly, and 
not ritely, may be worth further enquiry— and perhaps those who 
think it worth while to pursue the question may discover an un- 
intentional mistake of the printer, originally, firom the same Eng- 
lish pronunciation of these very different words. 

* Mr. Goode, in his masterly work on this and kindred subjects, 
cle«rlY shews, I think, that the Rtformers who drew up our Ser- 
viiYS, and (Vamed the Homilies and Articles of our Church, accord 
entirt^ly with Mr« Gorham, on the sul^t of Baptismal Regenera- 
tii>n. 
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the sole standard of truth : for in the words of our sixth 
Article, " Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary 
to salvation ; so that whatever is not read therein, nor 
may be proved thereby, is not to be required of any man 
that it should be believed as an article of the faith, or 
be thought requisite, or necessary to salvation" And the 
great sticklers for conformity to the decisions of the 
Church, (as the high-/ou7-church party would be thought 
to be) whilst resigning, in the true spirit of Popery, their 
own judgments and consciences, and even their own 
souls, to the care and keeping of the Fathers, are acting 
in direct opposition to this church principle, when, by 
an appeal to the Fathers as conclusive, they decide a 
question of this natui'e, and deem their supposed views 
of it, ** requisite or necessary to salvation." Every 
one but themselves must see the gross inconsistency 
of all this. Their excuse is, the indecision of Scrip- 
ture upon this point ; and that they are therefore neces- 
sarily driven to the opinions of the ancient Fathers, 
who lived nearest to the times of the Apostles, and were, 
on that account, they say, the best qualified to decide 
such doubtful points. But both these positions are un- 
tenable. The sacred Scriptures we maintain, do so far 
decide the question negatively, as to uproot the Popish 
view of it, and condemn the opus operatum doctrine 
of baptismal regeneration, as the very passage which has 
given rise to these remarks, sufficiently shews. And if 
not, the ancient Fathers of the Church were far more 
likely to err, in the infancy of the Christian faith, (unless 
we suppose them equally inspired with the Apostles) than 
those who lived in after times, or than we ourselves in the 
present day, who have all the advantages, and none of the 
disadvantages of the ancient Fathers. 
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But which of the Fathers ever sanctioned the notion, 
80 prevalent now-a-days, that spiritual regeneration, in 
all its Scriptural meaning, — ^i. e. real conversion of heart 
to God, (for this is the impression conveyed, notwith- 
standing their recent disavowal of it) invariably accom- 
panies infant baptism? We may challenge the whole 
body of the Tractarians, to produce a single passage in 
all the voluminous folios of the Fathers, /fli'r/y interpreted, 
that will support such an opinion.* We know that it 
was very common with them, upon all subjects, to use 
metaphorical and figurative terms, as in our baptismal 
services, which only denote the sign, for the thing signi- 
fied. And no doubt the minds of many have been mis- 
led in this way. Herein lies the chief strength of the 
party whose views accord with those of the Bishop of 
Exeter. These gentlemen need to be reminded that the 
sign of regeneration or new birth, is not regeneration, or 
the new birth itself, in the full latitude of the Scriptural 
doctrine — is not conversion ; and that Baptism is a 
*' figure*' — (the antitype — 1 Peter iii. 21.) like that of 
Noah's ark, of what it represents, and not the reality, viz. 
" the answer of a good conscience towards God, by which 
it doth now save us, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ." f 

, • That they have frequently the appearance, from the sym- 
bolical language they so often use, of holding such opinions, we 
readily admit : but when carefully examined and compared with 
other parts of the writings of the same authors, no such construc- 
tion will be found to be justly borne out, as Mr. Goode has clearly 
and repeatedly shown in his elaborate work on this subject. 

\ So sensible is the Bishop of Exeter of the impossibility of 
proving the doctrine of the unconditional and invariable efficacy 
of the Sacrament of Infant Baptism, from the sacred Scriptures 
and the .^rtides <^ our Church ; and strongly as he nevertheless 
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The unspeakable importance of tliis subject, clearly 
points out, and at once demonstrates, how awful is the 
consequence of teaching people, either directly or indi- 
rectly, to regard that which is indispensable to salvation, 

tacitly maintained it in his controversial examination of Mr. Gor- 
ham ; yet, when the case comes before the public in the Arches 
Court, his advocate, Dr. Adams, on the part of his Lordship, 
utterly disavows the sentiment, notwithstanding it was the great 
bone of contention, and, avowedly, the very ground upon which 
his Lordship refused t9 institute Mr. Gorham to the living of 
Bramford Speke. It is amusing to see how contemptuously Dr. 
Adams spurns the charge. ** Could any man in his senses," he 
says, *^ suppose that Henry Philpots, Lord Bishop of Exetbb, 
or any man, woman or child, he might almost say, of any religion, 
Anglo-Catholic, or Roman Catholic, maintained that view? 
What could Mr. Gorham mean by such an assertion of a notorious 
untruth ? He could hardly conceive but that Mr. Gorham must 
be under some hallucination 1 " Such remarks from his Lord- 
ship's advocate, are curious enough ; but worthy of notice only 
as showing the artfulness, and as a specimen of the Jesuitism of 
the party, thus attempting to throw dust in the eyes of the judge 
and the public, to turn attention from the real state of the ques- 
tion, and to mistify the facts of the case. But such artifice will 
not go down with the public. For if his Lordship did not " main- 
tain that view " which now his advocate so repudiates, there was 
at once an end of the controversy — his Lordship and Mr. Gorham 
were agreed — and no legal obstacle remained to the immediate 
institution of Mr. Gorham to the living of Bramford Speke. 

Had Dr. Musgrave been subjected to the same ordeal, from the 
same quarter, prior to his inauguration into the Archiepiscopal 
See of York, he would, doubtless, never have been enthroned in 
that See. Nor would the Archbishop of Canterbury have held 
the Primacy, had he been subject to a similar examination from 
the Bishop of Exeter, if his qualification for the office, had been 
left to such a decision. Happily for the Church and the country, 
they were both beyond the reach of such Laud-like power. (See 
Appendix G.) 
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— ^real conversion — as already accomplished, when, per- 
haps, in truth and reality, it has not even commenced ; — 
that it was completely effected in and by their baptism, 
and that therefore now it is altogether unnecessary and 
unscriptural to expect it, at any after period of life ! (See 
Appendix H.) O what a fearful account have such false 
teachers to render to that God who has charged them to 
preach the truth, and to bear his message faithfully to a 
lost and ruined world ! Alas ! How tremendous the 
consequences, both to the teachers and the taught ! How 
unspeakably awful to those whose position in the Church 
might have been made available effectually to check the 
progress of this fatal error, but which has been rather 
employed to encourage it ! (See Appendix B.) 

Here I might close my observations upon this funda- 
mental error : but the consequences of its adoption and 
propagation by any of the Clergy * are so extremely 

• It is now asserted by some, as we have said, that the notion 
of conversion, in and by baptism, is not propagated by this party. 
But what does it signify, if such is the effect of their teaching, — 
the impression made upon the minds of their people ? If what 
they mean by ** Baptismal Regeneration," is not conversion, it 
behoves them to tell their people plainly what they do mean ; and 
for my own part, such is the obtuseness of my feeble intelleots, 
that I never could understand what they do mean if not conver- 
sion—and have therefore been compelled to adopt that sense of 
the term regeneration, which is universally attached to it. Con- 
version, or a new creation, or new birth, I maintain, is not netset- 
sarily and invariably conveyed to the infant soul in and by Bap- 
tism, although for aught I know, in some cases it may be so ; and 
in every individual case in which I am called to administer the rite, 
I indulge the hope that it is so. But in the experience of lengthened 
years, my hopes have so often met with grievous disappointment, 
that now I am constrained ** against hope to believe in hope.**— 
Rom. iv. 18. 
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awful in these Popish days, that I am induced yet further 
to extend its consideration. (See Appendix C.) 

It will naturally be enquired by youthful students, that 
if spiritual regeneration, in the scriptural sense of the 
doctrine, is not unconditionally and invariably conveyed 
to infants, in and by the Sacrament of Baptism, what 
are we to understand by those phrases in the Church 
Catechism, and the Baptismal services of our Church, 
that refer to this subject, and seem to express or imply 
the fact ? 

In reply to this enquiry I would first observe, that a 
latitude of interpretation must, in charity and candour, 
be allowed ; or we must condemn aU as heretics who have 
hitherto disputed the sense which the present Bishop of 
Exeter, the Bishop of Rochester, and other Prelates, 
would have us put upon them. Are Archbishop Cranmer, 
Bishops Eidley, Jewel, Latimer, &c., and the two present 
Archbishops — are aU these to be branded as heretics, as 
well as Mr. Gorham, Mr. Goode, and a multitude of 
others, — the great majority of the faithful Clergy — merely 
because they differ in opinion from these dignitaries? 
Without then attempting to settle this dispute, let every 
one judge for himself, provided there be no departure from 
common sense and experience ; and the plain teaching of 
the word of God. Both parties, we should be willing to 
believe, do conscientiously use all our services according 
to the opinions which each entertains, the conscience of 
each being differently informed. But it must be admitted 
by all parties, that it is to be regretted that any ambigu- 
ous terms, liable to mislead, should have been retained in 
our services at the time of the reformation, although at 
that time probably they had no such tendency ; and that 
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it would be a great improvement if others, less objection- 
able on this account, were now substituted in their place — 
but not by a Synod of Tractarians. 

Surprise, however, is sometimes expressed that any 
of our Clergy should understand them in any other than 
a " literal " sense ; or that any should dispute or question 
the doctrine of " Baptismal regeneration," as put forth, 
as far as they are intelligible, by those who are considered 
the high-church party. But it is surely not fair to bind 
down their enlightened opponents to a literal and absolute 
sense, contrary, as they conceive, to experience, and to 
holy scripture; when, by a figurative and hypothetical 
sense, so common in the word of God, and so well un- 
derstood at the time of the Eeformation, they can so 
easily be made consistent with that only standard of 
truth.* Take, for example, the reply to the second ques- 
tion in the Church Catechism. May not " a member of 
Christ^^ sometimes signify simply, a person admitted 
into the Christian community by the initiatory rite of 
Baptism? Why necessakily confine the meaning of 
this phrase to that which involves the deepest mystery of 
the Christian faith? and then, forsooth! dogmatically 
and tyrannically excommunicate those who differ in 
opinion ! f And may not the next phrase ** a child of 
God/^ sometimes simply signify, one who professes to 

* Since writing this, I have seen a pamphlet, published by 
Seeleys, entitled " The Judgment of Charity," written by the 
Rev. Mr. Vores, of Hastings, which, to my mind, is most decisive 
upon this point. 

f The learned Judge in the Court of Arches, in his judgment 
of the case of Gorham v. Bishop of Exeter, said, " It seems to 
me, from all the consideration I have given the subject, and from 
reference to the primitive Church, that regeneration does not 
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be goveraed by the laws of God, and upon that profes- 
sion, together with that also of repentance and faith, 
has been formally admitted a member of God's visible 
family by the appointed initiatory rite ; — and " an inhc' 
ritor of the kingdom of heaven*' one who is entitled, by 
baptism, to enjoy all the outward privileges of the Chris- 
tian dispensation — '* The kingdom of heaven " being a 
phrase constantly used in the New Testament, to signify 
nothing more than the Christian dispensation P* I am far 

mean such a total change of character as would amount almost to 
Justijication, and from which the persons so regenerated could 
never M\, or finally fall : but that regeneration means a change 
of station, of character, and of relation ; putting a party therefore 
in a new situation ; — converted from a child of wrath to a child 
of grace, and made a member of Christ, and an inheritor of the 
kingdom of God." — p. 61. Hence it follows, according to the 
views of the Bishop of Exeter, which can only be understood as 
including real conversion, that this judge is a heretic 1 notwith- 
standing, in opposition to his own declared views, he gave judg- 
ment against Mr. Gorham. The " spiritual " Judge of " the 
Church's Court," whom the Tractarians so much extolled, and 
with whose opinions they were so perfectly enchanted when the 
decision was in accordance with their wishes, in that " properly 
constituted Ecclesiastical Court," as they then declared — ^this very 
judge — •* after all the consideration he had given the subject," — 
and after stating what *' regeneration does not mean," proceeds 
to state what it does mean, which he sums up in these emphatical 
words — " Converted!" " converted from a child of wrath to a child 
of grace." And yet forsooth, when Tractarians are hard pressed, 
they disclaim all idea of conversion^ in their notions of baptismal 
regeneration 1 The fact is, they know not themselves what they 
do mean. 

* In baptism, rightly received and lawfully administered, who 
can question that we were each ** mcuie a member of Christ, the 
child of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven " — i. e. 
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this tenn is not confined to either Baptism, or that of 
which baptism is a figure. In Matt. xix. 28, it is un- 
questionably applied to the general renovation of the 
Church, by the introduction and prevalence of Christianity 
through the instrumentality of the apostles, which was 
eventually to issue in ** the restitution of all things " 
when they would be assessors with Christ in the general 
judgment. So that here it has reference, not to indivi- 
duals, but to the Church at large — ^not to present or past, 
but iofiUure times and events. For though the Apostles 
were then, and had been before, the subjects of the over- 
ruling grace and power of God, yet they could not be 
said, at the time our Lord uttered these words, to have 
" followed him in the regeneration ; " for they were not 
regenerated, in the full and scriptural sense of the term, 
Hill after the day of Pentecost ; — since the Spirit, in his 
regenerating influences, was not yet given ; and it is very 
questionable whether they were ever baptized at all. But 
they could be truly said to have hitherto followed him, as 
his instruments and agents, in co-operating and contri- 
buting to effect that universal change which Christianity 
was ultimately to accomplish. I do not, however, mean 
to assert that the above is the only interpretation given 
by the learned upon this passage — nor is it necessary for 
me here to give the other interpretations : suffice it to 
say that no one has ever yet been bold enough to enlist 
this passage in his service, in upholding the novel doe- 
trine of baptismal regeneration, as held by the high-louh- 
church party. The unlearned reader may here be re- 
minded that the term " regeneration^* occurs but twice 
in all the word of God : here, and in Titus iii. 5, where 
undoubtedly it refers to Baptism as a figure of the re- 
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newing of the Holy Ghost. (See Cruden's Con., where 
a true and scriptural definition of the term is given.) 

But the term * regeneration ' will apply, in many ways, 
to other objects besides that of Baptism ; and is applied 
to that ordinance to express, not so much the difference 
of naturcy as of condition — not scriptural conversion, but 
ecclesiastical change of situation, — For example, a coun- 
try may very properly be said to be regenerated, when, 
from a wild and barren state, it is brought into rich culti- 
vation. Again, a barbarous people may be said to be 
regenerated, when civilized ; or, a bad road repaired, or 
a dilapidated building put into good order ; and, in short, 
any alteration which includes a great improvement in 
state or condition^ will admit of the application of this 
term. And when therefore an infant is made " a member 
of Christ, a child of God, and an inheritor of the king- 
dom of heaven " — when he is brought out of a natural 
state of wrath, into one of favor — "received into the 
congregation of Christ's flock" — ^transferred from the 
natural condition of a Heathen, to that of a nominal and 
privileged Christian, by the sanction and authority of 
God's word, inspired by the Holy Spirit — is not this such 
an alteration and improvement in the condition of the 
child, as justly to warrant the assertion that in this sense 
he is regenerated — ^and to demand our returning thanks 
to Almighty God, " that it hath pleased him to regenerate 
this Infant voith his Holy Spirit,*' — without necessarily 
attaching to this form of expression, except in the hypo- 
thetical sense of hope and charity, the idea of any internal 
operation of divine grace, by which the heart is changed 
— a " new creation " effected, and a new nature imparted ? 
No doubt the child is regenerated ; and regenerated by 
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the Holy Spirit, in an ecclesiastical sense of being placed 
in a new and improved state and condition. But it does 
not therefore necessarily follow that it is as yet spiritually, 
internally, and savingly altered in its nature — internally 
converted — though that also may be the case : for we can 
assign no limits to the power and grace of God. But 
that it is not so in the vast majority of cases, experience 
incontrovertibly proves : for " by their fruits," says our 
Lord, " ye shall know them." 

Admitting, however, that the services of our Church 
suppose more than a regeneration in state and condition ; 
and that it contemplates a real and actual conversion and 
renovation of nature ; yet even then, this is obviously 
hypothetical, and prospective. The grossest absurdity 
is involved in the supposition of the child's power to 
ftilfil the pre-requisites of faith and repentance, at the 
time of its baptism, which, in the nature of things, 
must be prospective, as the catechism itself teaches. 
(" Why then are infants baptized * when by reason of 
their tender age, they cannot perform them ? Because 
they promise them both — both repentance and faith — ^by 
their sureties, which promise, when they come to age, 
themselves are bound to perform.") The effect then 
being conditional, and dependent upon the fulfilment of 
these engagements, that effect, be it what it may, is 
not, and cannot be supposed by the Church, in all cases 
absolutely and fully, to have been then and thereby accom- 
plished : such a supposition would be equaUy contrary to 

* This supposed objection to infant Baptism, is handled by the 
Rev. Capel Molyneux in a very masterly and satisfactory man- 
ner, in a little Tract published by Seeley, price 4d. See also 
Vores* " Judgment of Charity." 
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common sense, as it is to the Articles of the Church ; and 
cannot therefore be justly chargeable upon its devotional 
and sacramental forms. And yet those services expressly 
thank God for having done, what, in the nature of things, 
is not then done, (unless by a miracle of divine grace, 
entirely concealed from our view, and no where afl&rmed 
in Scripture,) but is necessarily /?ro5pec/ we and conditional. 
But where is the impropriety of this ? Is it unscriptural ? 
Or is it contrary to reason P I think not : but am 
assured it is perfectly consistent with both reason and 
Scripture. Is it unreasonable to be grateful for blessings 
which we do not actually, but only, prospectively enjoy ; 
and which we only now by faith anticipate ? What is 
more common, in human life, than to rejoice in the hope 
of that which is hereafter to be enjoyed ? And what 
is more common in sacred Scripture than to thank and 
praise God for blessings yet future ? What are all the 
grateful praises of David in the Psalms, which relate to 
Christ and his kingdom, (which were ihtn future, though 
put in the past timej, but so many examples of this mode 
of expressing a grateful acknowledgment of future bless- 
ings ? Was David wrong in saying, in his rfay, " Mercy 
and truth ab,e met together, righteousness and peace 
HAVE kissed each other ? " (So also Ps. xlv. 8. Luke i. 
46, 65, 68, &c. Luke ii. 20. 29, 30.) In the judgment 
of hope and charity therefore, there is the utmost pro- 
priety in thanking God for having regenerated the bap- 
tized Infant by his Holy Spirit, although that regeneration, 
in all its scriptural latitude and experience — real conver- 
sion of the soul from sin and Satan unto God and godli- 
ness — ^may not take place till it arrive at mature age. 
But we have supposed, it may be said, that real re- 

D 2 
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generation, in the full and Scriptural sense of the term, 
not only is deferred, but that, for the most part, it does 
not take place at all, either in, or after baptism : and 
where is then the propriety of such thanksgiving ? I re- 
ply, that the Church could draw up forms of service for 
public and congregational use, only upon the hypothesis 
that all are sincere and devout, arid that the blessing in 
each individual case will be vouchsafed ; and this in 
charity, should be hoped for in every case ; * or, other- 
wise, instead of worshipping supplicants, we should be- 

* I say in " every case ; " for we should always lean to the 
charitable side of the question, and hope the best that circum- 
stances will admit of. In some cases, however, that hope must 
be very feeble ; whilst in others, it may amount to confident assu- 
rance. But to suppose the like blessing attaches to " all " cases, 
is to confound all distinctions between the careless, ignorant, 
formal, and profane ; and those which are humble, sincere, faithful 
and devout — ^between, in short, the ungodly and the godly — the 
proud and the humble — the hypocrite and the sincere. It seems 
to me, therefore, that the Church has wisely, and scripturally, so 
framed her services, as to admit both the partial and the full 
benefits of this holy ordinance : — in general, the partial benefits 
of admission into the outward and visible Church, entitling the 
recipient to all the privileges and advantages of the christian 
faith, which may very properly be considered a spiritual regene- 
ration demanding our grateful praise — in particular, where the 
parties are devout and sincere, in addition to these, the crowning 
blessing of real conversion. In either case, the services of the 
Church are most appropriate, and may be honestly and conscien- 
tiously used. But to leave an impression on the mind, by the 
manner in which this doctrine is stated, that the mora/ change of 
nature which is indispensable to salvation, is invariably effected 
in and by baptism, is, to my mind, entirely to subvert the gospel 
of Christ, and to help forward, most effectually, the destruction 
of souls. 
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come profane judges. We are therefore bound, in every 
individual case, to hope the best at the time, and con- 
sequently may very properly then thank God for that 
which we hope for and anticipate, notwithstanding the 
real enjoyment of the blessing may be yet future, or that 
it should afterwards appear, in the great majority of cases, 
our hopes are disappointed. 

But, (to return to the Epistle under review,) it was 
not the Jews only, to whom these remarks of the Apostle 
were addressed, he so rebukes. Even amongst those who 
had been converted to Christianity, the same departure 
from the faith was continually occurring, which called for 
similar reproof. Hence the Apostle, after stating the 
doctrine of free grace as the sole ground of a sinner's 
hope, emphatically asks, " What shall we say then ? shall 
we continue in sin that grace may abound ? " He well 
knew the propensity of man to abuse the truth, and to 
pervert the tendency to holiness of the Gospel ; and there- 
fore puts the Eoman converts upon their guard in these 
respects. He knew too, the subtlety and artifice of Satan 
in employing his agents to propagate error for truth, and 
to lead men far away from the spirituality, the humility, 
and the sanctity required by the Gospel, under the spe- 
cious pretext of exalting the free and sovereign grace of 
God. For Satan has his ministers as well as Christ, and 
in outward appearance, they are ministers of righteous- 
ness, though they themselves may not be conscious that 
they are his agents. And this is one proof of the subtlety 
of his machinations. They propagate what he has per- 
suaded them to believe themselves, and generally with a 
zeal worthy of a better cause. But they are blinded by 
him, and then are used as his instruments to overthrow 
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the faith of others. Which of the Churches planted in 
the Apostolic age, was free from such influence? In 
which were there not some who perverted the Gospel of 
Christ ; and some, who by their means, were " turned 
aside after Satan ? " Here at Eome, the Apostle, to- 
wards the close of this Epistle, again complains of the 
prevalence of this spirit, and puts the Eomans upon their 
guard. " I beseech you brethren,'* he says, ** mark them 
which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine 
which ye have learned, and avoid them : for they that are 
such, serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own 
belly : and by good words and fair speeches, deceive the 
hearts of the simple." Evidently therefore may the words 
of the same Apostle, which we have adopted as our motto, 
be applied to the Church at Eome : for doubtless he en- 
tertained the same fear, the same godly jealousy over those 
at Home, that he felt for those at Corinth — " lest by any 
means as the Serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, 
so their minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that 
is in Christ." 
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CHAPTEU III. 

2. — The next Epistles of the Apostle Paul, in the order 
in which they stand in the Now Tcsinmciit, nre those to 
the Corinthians. And in i]w. first of tlicae w(5 find, nt 
its very commencement, the prevalence of the dispoHition 
under our consideration, strongly reprehended. It had 
already led to divisions, and to animosities, wholly incon- 
sistent with that unity and love, which are the genuine 
characteristics of the grace of God in the heart. Th(5 
Apostle therefore endeavoured to correct these evils, by 
exhorting them " by the name of our Tjord Jesus (Jhrist, 
that they would all speak the same thing, that th(;re might 
be no divisions among them ; but that they would all be 
perfectly joined together in the same mind, and in th(i 
same judgment." Whereas he had heard, from good 
authority, that they indulged a very difTennit spirit : 
— ** there were contentions among them : " ** one w<is of 
Paul, and another of ApoUos, anothtT of Peter, and an- 
other of Christ." They had suflered the subtlety of Hatan 
to corrupt their minds from the simplicity that is in Christ, 
to such a degree, that notwithstanding they had been 
" sanctified in Christ Jesus," and " called to be saints," 
they bad now become " carnal." " And I brethren," he 
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says, ** coiild not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as 
unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ." " For ye 
are yet carnal : for whereas there is among you, envying, 
and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as 
men ? 'For while one saith, I am of Paul, and another, I 
am of Apollos, — are ye not carnal ? " 

We need not here stop to discuss the doctrine of the 
Unanimity of the Church : all that is necessary is, to show, 
that in this, as in all other primitive churches, there 
existed a propensity to depart from the simplicity of the 
Gospel. A.nd if an agreement in heart and mind on 
points of essential importance, forms any part of that 
simplicity, it is plain that the Corinthians had departed 
from it. Here then we have a striking example of the 
spirit of sinjkil contention in the earliest period of the 
Church ; and manifesting itself precisely in the very same 
way, as in the present time, — leading to religious, or 
rather irreligious, animosities and divisions, and separa- 
tions and parties, even amongst the members of the same 
communion. 

Tyrannical and compulsory agreement, however, is not 
at all sanctioned by the word of God — as the Eoman 
Catholics teach and maintain : — nor are we bound to 
resign our private judgments and opinions to ecclesiastical 
authority, in matters essential to salvation. Every man 
is bound to judge and act for himself. All that is meant 
is, that we should hold our private opinions, in a spirit 
of unity and love — allowing to others the same latitude 
that we claim for ourselves. 

It has been thought desirable that all distinctions be- 
tween parties of the same community should be dropped : 
and it is often lamented that such distinctions, with their 
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appropriate designations, sbould exist. But whilst human 
nature remains imperfect, it is quite impossible to avoid 
such distinctions : and it cannot therefore be wrong to 
give them their peculiar and significant appellation. Such 
parties always have existed, and always wlQ exist, until 
'* that which is perfect is come, and that which is in part, is 
done away." They are inseparable from hmnan infirmity : 
—the notion of absolute Unanimity, is quite chimerical. 
Indeed^ it may be fairly questioned whether such differ- 
ences and distinctions are not essential to the welfare, if 
not to the existence, of the body of Christians at large — 
the universal Catholic Church : nor is it without its ad- 
vantages in sustaining the truth of God ; for it is by this 
sort of tension in all directions, that the centre is pre- 
served. Each party having its peculiar and prominent 
opinions, more or less important, and making those opin- 
ions the main object of its profession and defence, the 
entire system is thus maintained and perpetuated. And 
if party distinctions are unavoidable, they must of course 
have their appropriate designations. The subject of 
lamentation however is, not so much that such difl'erences 
of opinion shoidd exist, as naturally lead to the formation 
of different parties ; but that in a corrupt desire to domi- 
nate and triumph^ one should claim a designation which 
properly belongs exclusively to the other ; and whilst it 
appropriates to itself the more honorable title, it casts 
upon the other, that which conveys to the ignorant, an 
impression of inferiority and degradation. — ^Thus the 
High' Church, as they are improperly called, would mono- 
polize all the dignity and honor which attaches to orthodox 
principles, and heap upon the Evangelical clergy, all 
that is thought to be degrading, anti-church, and here- 
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tical. Upon a more careful enquiry however, than is 
generally made, into their respective claims, it will be 
found that the Evangelical clergy are, in fact, the only 
orthodox and true church party ; inasmuch as they alone 
strictly adhere to Church principles, by making, as the 
Church directs in her sixth Article, the word of God, and 
not tradition and the opinions of fallible men, or even the 
devotional services of the Church, the standard of divine 
truth ; and the Articles, and not the prayers, the standard 
of Church doctrine. The one attends to the bare letter, 
the other to the spirit of our ecclesiastical laws. In 
fairness and strictness therefore, the Evangelical, are the 
only Ai^A-church party ; and those who assume the dig- 
nity of that title, are miserably low-church, when, as 
lamentable experience proves beyond all controversy, in 
a punctilious observance of the letter of the Church, they 
cherish the spirit of Antichrist — and many of them are 
thereby driven to embrace a diabolical system against 
which our Church protests. Instead of maintaining her 
pure, spiritual, scriptural, and Protestant principles, and 
her simple forms of worship, they entertain very crude 
and erroneous views of the Gospel, and magnify, beyond 
all due measure, the importance of forms and ceremonies 
and sacraments, and pollute our services with the mock- 
eries of Popery. And although exalting the priesthood 
almost to infallibility, and insisting so much upon a 
servile submission to Bishops, when it suits their purpose, 
yet are they grievously offended when they indirectly 
meet with a check from the two Archbishops, and Her 
Majesty's Privy Council, in propagating their idol doc- 
trine of baptismal regeneration. Then they kick against 
the decision of their ecclesiastical superiors — treat them 



I 



EPISTLES TO THE CORINTHIANS. 43 

with contempt, and combine to reverse their decision and 
subvert their authority — "despising dominion," "pre- 
sumptuous and self-willed — they are not afraid to speak 
evil of dignities." Is this their vaunted high-churchman- 
ship ? Is this their consistency ? They would move 
heaven and earth to carry their aims into execution, which 
we fear, with some of them, are neither more nor less 
than to subvert the Gospel, to assimilate our simple forms 
of worship to the pageantry and paganism of Rome, and 
eventually to amalgamate Protestantism with Romanism, 
though pretending and professing to be the faithful sons 
of our pure, evangelical, and Protestant Church ! Ere 
long however, I trust, they will see their error: and 
when they do, Oh how will they blush and be ashamed of 
their present spirit and insubordinate proceedings ! Then 
may we expect a return to that unity and harmony which 
has hitherto generally prevailed in our Church, notwith- 
standing the wide difference of opinion that has long 
obtained on points of minor consequence ; and, to a 
limited extent, even upon others of vital importance. I 
fear, however, this will not be, till a fearful crash has been 
effected, and Popery, in all its hideous forms and phases, 
has reigned, and disgusted, and heart-sickened the whole 
country : and these things are now rapidly advancing to 
their crisis. 

There is yet, one thing more connected with the Apos- 
tle's reproof of this early exhibition of a departure from 
that fraternal union and brotherly love, which are the 
ornament of our Christian profession, and constitute pro- 
minent features in the simpKcity that is in Christ, that 
deserves our special notice, on accoimt of its coincidence 
with the errors so tenaciously held, and so sedulously 
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propagated by that party in our Church, who, of late, 
have caused so much, and such lamentable discord and 
defection. Notwithstanding so much has already been 
said upon the subject, that little more seems to be re- 
quired, yet, as it again comes before us in this Epistle of 
St. Paul, a few additional remarks cannot well be omitted. 
I allude to the stress that is laid upon the divine rite of 
Baptism, and the erroneous and unscriptural notions they 
entertain respecting its unconditional and invariable 
efficacy. 

It is not a little remarkable that, in the rebuke which 
the Apostle designs to convey to the Corinthians, just 
noticed, after saying, " Is Christ divided ? was Paul cru- 
cified for you ?. Or were ye baptized in the name of 
Paul ? " he immediately " thanks God that he had 

baptized none of them, save Crispus and Gains 

and the household of Stephanas for that Christ 

had sent him not to baptize, but to preach the 
Gospel." 

Now it is well known that the Tractarians, and high- 
/otr-church party, not only lay the greatest stress upon 
Baptism, and regard it as necessarily conveying to infants 
in all cases, that spiritual regeneration — that newness of 
nature, which is essential to salvation ; but also that they 
generally hold in very low esteem the preaching of the 
Gospel. With them, the sacraments are every thing — 
preaching is nothing — nothing comparatively.* 

• In the Bishop of Exeter's Letter to the Churchwardens of 
Bramford Speke, we find the following sentence: — ** There is 
indeed one great comfort from the notorious absence of sufficient 
grounds of confidence in the soundness of any preacher's teach- 
ing : it casts his hearers more entirely on the words " (not of 
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What a contrast is here exhibited to the Apostle's 
mind ! If it were true that spiritual regeneration, in all 
its scriptural latitude, is invariably communicated in the 
ordinance of Baptism, as they maintain, the Apostle could 
hardly have deemed it a matter of thankfulness to God 
that he had baptized so few, when the very object of his 
ministry was to effect this regeneration in all.* . 

Scripture^ hut) " of the Church itself for instruction : it makes 
them ponder more attentively the momentous truths " (of what? 
of the Scripture ? No ! but) '* which their Book qf Common Prayer^ 
will be found, on every article of their faith, most purely and 
most clearly to unfold. It enforces too, one great practical 
lesson, which is too commonly forgotten, that our main business 
in resorting to Church is not to hear sermons, but to join in the 
common worship of God, (for ** It is written. My house shall be 
called the House of Prayer '*) ; and thus to be admitted to the 
high privilege of attending in the immediate presence of our 
glorified Redeemer, knowing that he hath himself said, " Where 
two or three are met together in my name, there am I in the 

midst of them," &c And again " the efficacy 

of the word of God, preached to us,** (not from the pulpit, but,) 
*' in the lessons taken out of the Old and New Testaments, and in 
the Epistles and Gospels for the day.** 

All this, however unobjectionable in itself, yet shews how little 
account is comparatively made, in the Bishop's mind, of preach" 
ing ; notwithstanding, when he himself occupies the place of a 
preacher, he can weary his audience with a discourse of an hour 
or two long ! whilst, at the same time, it manifests his preference 
of the Common Prayer Book to the Bible 1 — the word of man, to 
the word of God ! 

• ** Now that Christ sent Paul to convert or regenerate souls 
none will question ; * I send thee,* were Christ's own words, as 
we find in Acts xxvi. 17, 18. * I send thee (to the Gentiles) to 
open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive for- 
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His preference too of preaching the Gospel, to the 
administration of the rite of Baptism— or rather, the far 
greater importance he attaches to the one, than the 
other, in the original authority he had received from 
Christ, is very striking. Sm^y this might surest to 
the opponents of evangelical truth, that their contrary 
preference is not according to the true spirit of the Gospel : 
or it might at least whisper to their hearts a hint, that 
possibly, " as the serpent beguiled Eve, so their minds 
had been corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ," 
in this, as in other respects. 

giveness of sins and an inheritance among them that are sancti- 
fied by faith that is in me.' In other words, I send thee to be, to 
tiie Gentiles, the means of regeneration ; — ^for the blessings and 
dispositions here mentioned, are the fruits and effects of regene- 
ration ; and if Paul was to be to the Gentiles the means of the 
one, he was to be no less so of the other. But how then can 
baptism be the appointed means of regeneration ? If so, we have 
here a most marvellous and palpable contradiction ; on the one 
hand we have the Lord declaring that he sent Paul to regenerate 
the Gentiles ; and on the other, we have Paul declaring that he 
did not send him to baptize, and therefore did not send him to 
regenerate ! How is this to be understood ? How is this to be 
explained or reconciled ? Baptism being the appointed means of 
regeneration, (as maintained by the Tractarians) " there is no 
escape from this difficulty, no getting clear of this contradiction : 
but the alternative is obvious, the truth plain ; since the Lord 
sent the Apostle to regenerate the Gentiles, and since he sent 
him also ' not to baptize, but to preach the Grospel,' therefore it 
was to be not by Baptism, but by preaching the Gospel, that 
regeneration was to be effected." — Molyneux on Baptismal Rege- 
neration, p. 16, 17. 

Here, it is obvious, the author means the same thing as all 
sound divines understand by regeneration — i. e. an internal reno- 
vation of nature — scriptural conversion. 
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It may perhaps be argued that whilst an inspired Apos- 
tle is directed by the great head of the Church, in the 
infancy of Christianity, to prefer the preaching of the 
Gospel, to the administration of its initiatory rite ; and 
that, however suitable to an inspired Apostle, such in- 
struction might be then^ it can form no rule for the unin- 
spired ministers of the Church in the present day. This 
is plausible enough ; but more easily said than proved. 
Unless supported by scriptural authority, or legitimate 
deduction from the examples recorded for our instruction 
and imitation, it can have no weight. To allow the suffi- 
ciency of vague conjecture, suggested by himian preju- 
dices, mingled probably with no small share of supersti- 
tious feeling, to decide a question of this practical and 
important nature, is to set aside the authority and example 
of sacred Scripture, and so far to render the word of God 
of none effect. And, in fact, this disregard to holy writ 
— ^this preference of human reasoning — supported, it may 
be, by high authority or traditionary records, is the very 
root and source of every departure from the simplicity 
that is in Christ — the rotten foundation of all the idolatry 
and mummery of the Roman Church, and of all those 
errors in doctrine, and that pompous formality in worship, 
that now disgrace and degrade the simplicity of some of 
our Protestant Churches. But the main object of this 
brief and summary review of the Epistles of the New 
Testament, will not comport with any further enlargement 
upon these points : we shall, therefore, proceed to notice 
what follows bearing upon that design. 

No one, I think, can read with common attention, the 
fii'st three chapters of this Epistle to the Corinthians, 
without noticing the Apostle's reprobation of that worldly 
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wisdom which sways the hnman mind, and originates, no 
doubt, a variety of corruptions of the truth of Gt>d. 
There we see, how opposing parties are formed — external 
rites preferred to the preaching of the Gospel — ^that the 
Gospel itself must be preached with human oratory and 
eloquence : " with excellency of speech," and " the wis- 
dom of words " — that " the Jews require a sign and the 
Greeks seek after wisdom " — that the faith of converts 
must not " stand in the power of God, but in the wisdom 
of men." This spirit of the world, it is evident, had 
corrupted the minds of many of the first converts at 
Corinth. And the Apostle was, therefore, induced 
strongly to contrast its " folly " with " the wisdom of 
God," in the simplicity of the Gospel, and the plainness 
with which it ought to be set forth. 

And oh what a difference will be found hereafter, when 
the secrets of the heart shall be disclosed, and the results 
of each shall be made manifest ! When the secret springs 
of human policy shall be revealed, and " the fire shall try 
every man's work of what sort it is I " when " the hidden 
things of darkness will be brought to light, and the coun- 
sels of the heart be made manifest 1 " Of that awful 
day the Apostle here reminds us, in order the more effect- 
ually to deter us firom the bewitching influence of worldly 
wisdom and a party spirit, in the discharge of the minis- 
terial duties ; and to preserve and perpetuate the sim- 
plicity and purity of divine truth. 

Again: what could be a more scandalous departure 
from the simple design of " the Lord's Supper," than 
that grievous profanation of this holy ordinance, which 
the Apostle here notices ? Its primary and simple object 
is, to commemorate the death of Christ — " Tke Lord our 
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Righteousness, and the propitiation for our sins " — and so 
to ke^ alive in us a grateAd sense of the immensity of 
oar obligations to our blessed Lord, for all that he has 
done and suffered for our redemption. Nothing surely 
oould be more incongruous with its original design — 
nothing more calculated to counteract his merciful and 
gracious intentions when first he instituted it, than their 
making it an occasion of gluttony and drunkenness ! 
" When ye come together therefore," he says, " into one 
place, this is not to eat the Lord's Supper/' ....** For 
in eating, every one taketh before other his own supper, 
and one is hungry and another is drunken." 

But I need not here further pursue the Apostle's remarks 
upon these gross abuses which had so early obtained in 
the Corinthian Church. «A11 that I wish at present to 
observe from them is, that they afford another most 
striking example and proof, of that propensity of the 
human heart to depart from the purity and spirituality 
of the Grospel, to wliich it is the main object of this 
review to direct attention. But the very same spirit may 
lead to the opposite extreme — to a superstitious veneration 
of mere emblems. And no doubt the idolatrous and su- 
perstitious abuse of this holy ordinance, so prevalent in 
modem times, is to be ascribed to the same cause, and 
may be traced to the same source. So prone is human 
nature to carnalize and corrupt the things of God, that 
unless we are exceedingly watchful over our own hearts, 
and careftil to adhere strictly to the word of God, and to 
keep in view the simple objects of Christian ordinances, 
we shall very soon be led to deviate from their original 
design and use, and wander into a labyrinth of mysticism, 
and be brought under the bondage of superstition. In 

£ 
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the gratification of this morbid propensity, too many 
have been induced to substitute the outward ordinances, 
for the internal and spiritual blessings they were designed 
to represent. — Let us watch and pray then against this 
subtle device of Satan, so congenial to the frailty and 
depravity of our nature. 

Let us now pass on to examine, with this view, the 
2nd Epistle ^* to the Church of God at Corinth, with all 
the Saints that were in all Achaia*' 

The first intimation we here meet with, of the propen- 
sity under consideration, is the incidental mention, in the 
2nd chapter, of persons who perverted the Scripture to 
an evil purpose. Speaking of the testimony God had 
borne to the faithfulness of bisr ministry, by the good 
effects it had produced, the Apostle says, " We are not 
as many which corrupt the word of God." Whilst here 
he adverts to the extensive prevalence of this evil pro- 
pensity, by the use of the term " many^^ he does not 
mention the nature of that corruption of the word of God. 
But we can be at no loss to understand what the Apostle 
alludes to, from his subsequent statements, where he 
gives us a more explicit enunciation of his meaning. 
Before however we arrive at this, he paves his way to it, 
by instituting B comparison between the Law and the 
Gospel ; and by vindicating his character from the false 
charge of vain glory, by those many Judaizing teachers 
who misinterpreted the Scriptures to enforce their own 
tenets. He therefore appeals to the effects wrought upon 
the Corinthians by the Gospel, and contrasts these effects 
with the natural tendency of the Law. The Gospel he 
calls " the ministration of the Spirit'* — "the ministra- 
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tion of righteousness : " the Law^ ** the ministration of 
death " — ** the ministration of condemnation." God had 
** made him," he says, " an able minister of the New 
Testament " (or new Covenant) " not of the letter, but 
of the Spirit ; for the letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth 
life." And the glory and excellence of the Gospel ap- 
peared, by the spiritual life it imparted ; whilst the en- 
forcement of the Law,^ as a ground of hope, only left the 
soul still in a state of spiritual death and condemnation. 
There was, however, even in the Law, in its original 
delivery, as well as in its spirituality, a manifestation of 
the divine glory, which caused even Moses to fear and 
quake, and his face to shine, when first he received it on 
Mount Sinai. But the glory of the Gospel far exceeded 
it. We need not however pursue the Apostle's reasoning 
upon the subject : it is sufficient for our present purpose 
to notice his object in this comparison of the Law with 
the Gospel. And that object was two-fold ; viz. to justify 
his preaching of the Gospel, and to condemn those false 
teachers who still insisted on the necessity of observing 
the forms and ceremonies of the Jewish ritual, as a joint 
ground, with faith, of our acceptance with Gt)d. 

Would to God this false teaching had been confined to 
primitive times I But no ! So long as the mind remains 
in its natural darkness respecting spiritual things — unen- 
lightened by the Spirit of God — and so long as the heart 
of man remains unchanged, unregenerated by Divine 
grace ; just so long will the glory of the Gospel be un- 
perceived, and the propensity to a self-righteous method 
of acceptance with God, will operate with deadly influence. 

The similarity of the errors which abound in the pre- 
sent day, to those which obtained in the primitive churches, 

£ 2 
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and which indeed in all ages and countries have more or 
less prevailed, is what I would now draw attention to. 
Justly may we complain of the recent spread of similar 
errors amongst a numerous class of our clergy. They are 
called to-preaeh the pure Gospel of Christ : but they pre- 
fer the law— the ministration of death — ^to that of life. The 
law, with numberless ceremonies of human invention, is 
enforced with all the energy and zeal of the Judaizing 
teachers of old; whilst the Gospel m its purity^ simplicity 
and ftillness, is either the object of their aversion, or so 
disparaged as comparatively to be ne^ected. Every- 
thing relating to outward forms and ordinances, is in- 
sisted upon and enforced, as if the very life and salvation 
of the soul depended entirdy upon their punctilious ob- 
servance ; whilst the sanctifying and consoling influences 
of the Holy Spirit — ^the renovating and Ufe-giving power 
of divine grace in the inner-man — ^the promises and in- 
vitations of the Gospel to the humble — ^the imputation of 
the Saviour's spotless righteousness to the penitent be- 
liever — ^the helplessness of man in his natural unconverted 
state — ^the sovereign and free grace of God in his electing 
love — and in short, all the peculiar doctrines whidi form 
the essence and the glory of the Gospel, except that of 
the atonement (and even that must be preached with great 
caution and " reserve ") are seldom touched upon. And 
is not this a corrupt departure from " the simpKcity that 
is in Christ?" 

Passing over a variety of passages in the Epistle now 
before us, which when duly unfolded would be seen to 
bear upon the prevailing errors of the day,* we proceed 

* Such, for example, as ch. v. 16. " Wherefore henceforth 
know we no man after the flesh : yea, though we have known 



I 



EPISTLES TO THE CORINTHIANS. 53 

to consider that which we have adopted as our motto, 
with the observations of the Apostle connected with it. 

Well might he feel "jealous over the Corinthians with 
godly jealousy," when he considered the dangers to which 
they were exposed by the agents of Satan. How strongly 
does he speak upon this subject ! In what ignominious 
terms does he describe the character of those who, pro- 
fessing to be the faithful messengers of God, and the 
ambassadors of Christ, sought only to corrupt their minds 
from the simplicity that is in Christ to serve the interests 
of a Pharisaical party, and to propagate " another Gos- 
pel, which is not another." " For such are false Apos- 
tles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the 
Apostles of Christ. And no marvel, for Satan himself is 
transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no 
great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the 
ministers of righteousness, whose end shall bo according 
to their works.'* 

And here I would observe that, although the application 
of this passage to those ministers of our sanctuary who 
are doing all they can, (some of them perhaps uncon- 
sciously) to assimilate our Chivch to that of Rome, and 
to sap the foundation of our Protestantism by the revival 

Christ after the fle»h, yet now henceforth know we him no more.'' 
And again, ch. vi. 16. " And what agreement hath the temple of 
God with idols ? " These, and such like passages, would afford 
ample field for remark, and for exposing that carnalizing system 
which has now become the fashion, through the subtlety of the 
Authors of the Oxford Tracts, and the countenance they origi- 
nally met with, together with the encouragement given to the 
leader of the party, so formed, even when under the ban of tem- 
porary expulsion from the University Pulpit, for his heretical 
opinions. 
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of obsolete forms, and the teaching of unscriptnral doc- 
trines, may appear to many, harsh, severe, and uncharitable; 
yet faithftilness and truth require we should not hesitate 
to follow the example of the Apostle in this respect, as in 
others, when its justice is so undeniably palpable. Be- 
sides, the delusion is so great, and the consequences so 
jtremendously awful, both to themselves and their deluded 
followers, that it behoves us, whilst we speak the truth 
in love, to speak out boldly and plainly, without trimming 
and compromising, and mincing the matter, both for their 
sakes and our own. The responsibility, in this respect, 
of the faithful minister of Christ, is beyond all conception ; 
and I much fear, is far, very far, from being felt as it 
ought to be. I am no advocate for uncharitable invec- 
tives in any case : much less can it be justified when 
levelled against those who hold the ministerial ofiice, 
many of whom may err, for the most part, through ig- 
norance and misconception, and still preserve an unre- 
proaching, and perhaps an approving, though certainly a 
mistaken, conscience. But Christian concern both for 
them and their people, as well as for the truth of God 
and the honour and purity of the Gospel, demands an un- 
reserved avowal of our clear and settled convictions, at 
any cost. In such a case, nothing can justify *' reserve : " 
we are bound to ** cry aloud and not to spare." It may be, 
and I much fear it will be found in the great day of ac- 
count, that much of the spread of these pernicious errors 
— ^this corruption of the truth — and the destruction of souls 
consequent upon the legality and superstition generated 
by such false teaching, has arisen from our own cowardly 
timidity and unfaithfulness — this specious, but false 
charity — ^in not soimding the alarm, and failing promptly, 
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loudly, and distinctly to protest against all such departure 
from the simplicity of the Gospel. The sound part of 
the Church, the Evangelical clergy more especially, have 
not, I conceive, as yet protested against existing evils 
in terms at all commensurate with their magnitude, 
and the responsibilities of their office.* We are the ap- 
pointed stewards of the mysteries of God; and ought 
never to forget that ** it is required in stewards that a man 
be found faithful:" I see not, however, how faithfulness 
can consist with such timidity ; or how we can acquit our 
consciences before God, whilst we see so many departing 
from the Protestant faith, corrupting its simplicity, and 
even actually passing over to the papacy, that " MOTHER 
OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE 
EARTH," and we ourselves apathetically remaining in 
silent unconcern. Not only does the word of God demand 
of us that we should " earnestly contend for the faith once 
delivered to the saints," but our most solemn ordination 

* " Charity," say the 420 honest LAymen of Reading, in reply 
to the Bishop of Oxford's charge of a want of this virtue, in 
ascribing to the high-low-church movements, a practical tendency 
to " Popish darkness and Superstition" — " Charity, my Lord," 
say they, " we believe to be best manifested by an honest avowal 
of our principles, and an unflinching hostility to what we believe 
to be error. — ^And the open expression of our estimate of the 
dangers by which we are surrounded, in the counter-protest your 
Lordship so strongly condemns, is only consistent with the great 
and unspeakable importance of the question at issue, and the 
principles we entertain. Whatever may be the abuses of ' au- 
thoritative and dogmatic assertions,' they are both justifiable and 
inevitable in the defence of vital truth. Without them, scripture 
doctrine is deprived of its power, and man's spirit of its confi- 
dence. It is far better to contend and to divide, than outwardly 
to unite and essentially to differ." 
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The near approach to the forms and formalities of 
the Eoman Catholics, which has now become so common, 
in our churches, is usually justified by an appeal to 
the Rubrics, without due consideration. It most be 
confessed that a degree of careless laxity in the ob- 
servance of our Church forms, had obtained to a con- 
siderable extent during the last century. And perhaps 
there is still room for improvement in this respect in some 
of our churches. But even here, things had better remain 
as they are, if no scandal is thereby occasioned, than to 
plunge into the opposite extreme, by adopting the dis- 
gusting formalities of Eoman Catholic worship. To cor- 
rect these acknowledged defects, it is surely neither wise 
nor expedient to give any countenance to idolatry and 
superstition. Nor indeed is it at all necessary to adhere 
strictly to the very letter of the rubrics, which were framed 
and adapted to the lawful customs that obtained three 
hundred years ago. If their spirit be not violated, their 
letter is no further obligatory, I conceive, than customary 
order and decency require. A fastidious adherence to 
the very letter of those rubrics which have long become 
obsolete, and a revival of those usages which, by common 
consent, and episcopal sanction, have long since been 
abandoned, may be pleaded for by the letter of the law ; 
but none but very weak minds will deem the exact letter 
of such antiquated laws obligatory on the conscience, 
when offence is thereby given to those who are averse to 
Popish fopperies. The argument therefore dravm from 
this source to justify such novelties, entirely fails when 
the spirit of the law is far better observed and fulfilled 
by adhering to common usage, provided decency and order 
are maintained. 
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At the time of the Reformation, it is reasonable to 
believe, if we consider the Popish habits of the people, 
that many minor points of forms and ceremonies, were 
left for time to correct, as intimated, I think, in the 
Preface of our Common Prayer Book.* To return to 
these, therefore, is but to revive some of the most objec- 
tionable parts of a corrupt system, which is almost en- 
tirely made up of them, and against which, as a Church, 
we ^^ protest y* and from which, as a pure and Apostolic 
Church, we profess to have " reformedJ^ 

Besides, what a presumptuous conceit does it manifest 
for young men, wholly unauthorized, except by the letter 
of obsolete laws, taking upon themselves virtually the 
office of judges, and charging their elders and superiors, 
with a dereliction of their duty. To cast such a reflec- 
tion upon their superiors, they must be told, is a grievous 
offence against both God and man, which can only recoil 
upon themselves, by exciting the pity of all wise men, the 
contempt of the public in general^ and the displeasure of 
heaven. 

But the awful amount of the responsibilities of the 
clergy, both in their teaching, and in their conduct of our 
services, will be still further apparent, whilst we proceed 
to review the next Epistle. 

*...." the particular forms of Divine worship, and the 
rites and ceremonies appointed to be used therein, being things 
in their own nature indifferent, and alterable, and so acknow- 
ledged, it is but reasonable, that upon weighty and important 
considerations, according to the various exigency of times and 
occationt, such changes and alterations should be made therein, 
as to those who are in places of authority should from time to time 
seem either necessary or expedient." 

And surely ** the exigency of the (present) times " requires 
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CHAPTER IV. 

3. The Epistle to the Galatians. 

Here, if I would do full justice to this subject, I need 
transcribe nearly the whole of this Epistfe. It would 
almost seem that the Apostle, by the spirit of prophecy, 
had anticipated the present departure from the faith, and 
the prevailing disposition to cease from our protestation 
against " the man of sin ; " and had written this Epistle 
expressly to meet the occasion. The one great theme of 
it throughout is, the perversion of the truth — the corrup- 
tion of its purity, — ^in the matter of our justification by 
faith only. The Pharisaical teachers amongst the Gala- 
tians had, it seems, " perverted the Gospel," by teaching 
the necessity of still observing the Jewish ceremonies 
— just in the same manner, and for the same reason, 

the interposition of *' those who are in places of authority ** to 
forbid the aping of Popish customs, by altering and adding to 
our Rubrics, so as effectually to put a stop to aU such mummeries^ 
and to satisfy the Protestant mind of the country. The exercise 
of such authority is now manifestly called for, when novel cere* 
monies, of a Popish cast, have- been introduced; and. being 
"winked at in the beginning have grown daily to more and more 
abuses ; " — and " which, not only for their unprofitableness, bot 
also because they have much blinded the people; and obscured the 
glory of God, are worthy to be cut away, and clean rejected.*' 
Pref. Com. Pr. 
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that the present perverters of the Gospel, enforce the 
observance of numberless gestures, and outward forms, 
which are equally calculated to divert the mind from the 
true spirit of the Gospel, and to defeat its main design ; 
— all borrowed from the " will-worship '* of popery. 
WeU may we exclaim with the Apostle — " O foolish 
Tractarians I Who hath bewitched you that ye should 
not obey the truth." ....•" Are ye so foolish P (so 
destitute of reason and common sense) having begun in 
the spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh P " 
. As, however, it would require far more comment than 
comports with the design of this brief Essay, to enter 
fully into all the detail of what the Apostle has here 
stated upon the subject under discussion, I shall content 
myself with but very few general remarks, and leave those 
who wish to pursue the subject further, to study the entire 
Epistle at their leisure. 

In the first place, we may observe, from its most pro- 
minent feature, that the errors in faith and practice of the 
present day, so widely spread, and so sedulously propa- 
gated, are precisely the same, in spirit, tendency and effect, 
as those which are here so awfully denounced. The 
ultimate effect in both is, practically to annul the doctrine 
of justification by faith only — (the main pillar of Chris- 
tianity, and of our Church) or, the justification of the 
sinner by the imputation of the Righteousness of Christ 
by faith — and the substitution of a Pharisaical Bighte- 
ousness, the natural production of the human heart, 
unchanged by the operation of divine grace. Of this 
change indeed, such, having no practical experience them- 
selves, can form no conception; and consequently, of 
necessity they must form, and set up, a system better 
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suited to the natural feelings and prejudices of an unen- 
lightened mind, and a carnal heart, and more congenial 
with the spirit of idolatry, superstition and legality, so 
natural to man in his imconverted state. 
. The youthftd student who may unfortunately read " the 
Tracts for the Times," and other pernicious productions 
of Dr. Pusey, Mr. Newman, and others of that school, 
needs to be well upon his guard against an impression of 
their orthodoxy from the appearance of dependence upon 
the grace of God, and the work of the spirit " within,'* 
with which such works abound. This renders their state- 
ments apparently the more scriptural, and therefore the 
more plausible ; and by this means consequent]^, the 
youthful and unwary are the more likely to be entrapped. 
Dr. M'Uvaine, in his admirable work on " Oxford 
Divinity," which I would advise every young student 
carefully to read, in a note at the end of his first chapter, 
quotes a remark from Jackson's Works, Book v. ch. xxii. 
as follows T " Taking it for granted that the devil had as 
great a longing since Christ triumphed over him, as he 
had before to work the bane of men's souls throughout 
Europe, it were a brutish simplicity to think he could not, 
and a preposterous charity to think he would not, minister 
his receipts in a cunninger fashion, since the promulgation 
of tl\e Gospel, than he did before ; although the poison 
be still the same. To eat figs, or other more cordial food^ 
with the infusion of subtle and deadly poison, exempts not 

men's bodies from danger." Were ratsbane as 

simply and grossly ministered to men, as it is to rats, few 
would take harm by it." 

The main effort of such writers is to establish the doc- 
trine of sanctification being our Justifying righteousness. 
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They keep out of sight therefore, and even deny the im- 
putation of the righteousness of Christ, as the only 
ground of a sinner's hope. They consider this doctrine, 
which is the glory of the Gospel, as perfect heresy — " an- 
other Gospel " — " a spurious system" — "an unreal righte- 
ousness and a real corruption " — " worse than even the 
•• system of indulgences in the Church of Rome." And what 
is the nature and extent of that ** sanctification within** 
which they so extol ? Does it at all resemble the fruits 
of the Holy Ghost pointed out in the sacred Scriptures ? 
Of what does it consist ? Of love, joy, peace, humility, 
faith, assurance, or any of the fruits of the Spirit specified 
by the Apostle ? No such thing : but a miserable 
wretched state of doubt and fearful apprehension, driving 
them to all kinds of mortification and heathenish self-im- 
posed restraints and austerities, totally inconsistent with 
the glorious liberty of the true children of God — ^to fast- 
ings, penances, and endless uncommanded external ob- 
servances of " will-worship," by which they vainly strive 
to silence a self-condemning conscience, and to form a 
title to the divine favor ; but, forsooth I " through the 
merits of Christ." This they call sanctification — this is 
their justifying righteousness. But what is it, but pre- 
cisely the Pharisee of old ; or the essence of Popery, and 
virtually a rejection of Christ P And can this proceed 
from the teaching and the grace of the Holy Spirit? 
What an awful infatuation ! Let then the youthful stu- 
dent be well aware of this device ; and let him not be 
ensnared in such anti- scriptural statements, glossed over 
by the assumed sanctity of their plausible phraseology. 
Let him be perfectly assured that ** the vital principle of 
their divinity, so far as the system is peculiar, is precisely 
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the same as tliat to wliicli are to be traced, all the various 
and gross departxires horn truth and godliness in the 
Church of Eome." — (M*Dvaine.) 

Hence, the invariable ejBBlcacy of the Sacrament of Bap- 
tism — the paramount importance of a strict conformity to 
the mint and cummin of ritual obs^vances ; some of them 
indeed, valuaUe in their place and season,, whilst othera 
have become quite obsolete * and useless ; the punctilious 
and superstitious regard paid to human inventions of ex- 
ternal formality ^ such as the bowing of the head at the 
name of our Lord when the Apostle's Creed is recited, 
and the turning of the body to the East, and similar fig- 
ments of Popery; the estimation in which matters of 
tradition are held ; the importance attached to the opinions 
and practice of the ancient Fathers of the Catholic Church, 
as if they were absolutely inMiible, and formed the stand- 
ard of truth and righteousness ; the supposed or feigned 
Apostolical succession, notwithstanding, even if it were 
so, the corruptions of the middle ages through which it 
must have passed, tending rather to its degradation than 
its honor, together with all the abominations of more 
modem Popery from whence it has immediately descended ; 
—and hence, a variety of other endless mummeries too con- 
temptible to enumerate. These are swelled and magnified 
into the greatest importance, as if they constituted the very 
Hfe and essence of religion ; or, as if the salvation of the 
soul entirely depended upon them. Oh the dishonour thus 
put upon oiu: blessed Lord and his saving truth ! For 
what is all this but to preach and teach "another Gospel?" 
And no doubt the importance attached to such things, 

* The term obsolete, is quite expunged from the vocabulary of 
Tractarians, and the high-low-church. 
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arises from the very same source, the very same propensi- 
ties of our fallen nature as induced the Galatians to ad- 
here so tenaciously to the Jewish rites, and called forth 
the denimciation of the* Apostle in such awful and em- 
phatic terms. Even an ** angel from heaven " was to be 
held " accursed," should he presume so to *' pervert that 
Gospel of Christ " which the Apostle had received im- 
mediately from Christ himself. 

Let us ponder for a moment, the striking language 
which he here uses. ** I marvel that ve are so soon re- 
moved from him that caUed you into the grace of Christ 
unto another Gospel : which is not another, but there be 
some that trouble you, and would pervert the Gospel of 
Christ. But though we, or an angel from heaven preach 
any other Gospel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we said 
before, so say I now again, if any man preach any other 
Gospel unto you, than that ye have received, let him be 
accursed." 

What extreme caution does this suggest to the stewards 
of Ood*s mysteries, not to deviate in the slightest degree 
from " the truth as it is in Jesus ; " nor to over-lay the 
spirit of the Gospel with heathenish and papistical fop- 
peries alike degrading to piety, common sense, and the 
pure and simple tone and spirit of vital Christianity ! 
Their responsibility to preserve the purity of the Gospel, 
and the spirituality of divine worship, is too obvious to 
dwell upon. But how the party we have alluded to, can 
possibly reconcile their preaching and their practice with 
this responsibility, can only be explained upon the Apos- 
tle's hypothesis : " And no marvel, for Satan himself is 
transformed into an angel of light : therefore it is no 

r 
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« 

great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the 
ministers of righteousness." Gladly would we come to 
a more favorable conclusion : but in the absence of all 
other sound reason, the sacred word has assigned this, as 
that alone which is at all satisfactory : and this fully re- 
solves the mystery. Doubtless for the most part they are 
themselves quite imconscious of Satan's influence over 
them, or they would assuredly flee from it. But the 
very acme of Satan's subtlety is, to persuade them con- 
fidently that they only are the zealous and faithful ser- 
vants of Christ ; and that they who dispute their fidelity 
and ascribe their perseverance in such pranks to Satanic 
influence, are imder his control. What can we say to 
these things ! May the Lord open the eyes of all who 
are so deluded, and " turn them from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God ! " * 

It is certainly curious, and perhaps worth while here to 
remark, how, " through the subtlety of Satan," this party 
contrives to blunt the edge of the Apostle's denimciation, 
by ascribing its application exclusively to others ; and by 
charging those who apply it to them, as guilty of the grossest 
bigotry, and a total want of Christian charity. But they 
are content to be so regarded whilst they have truth and 
faithfulness, and the example of the Apostle on their side ; 

* I am quite aware that all this may be easily retorted ; and it 
is freely and fully admitted that confidence^ (which may be equal 
on both sides) is no proof of the truth of any position : this must 
be decided by some allowed standard of truth ; and as that stand- 
ard is the Bible, and the Bible only, they who can appeal to that^ 
and not to any human writings, ought in reason to be allowed to 
have truth on their side. And this accords with the 6th Article 
of the Church, expressly designed to settle all dispute. 
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and are conscious that no unhallowed spirit of party in- 
vective, but the real spirit of Christian zeal and love, in- 
duces them so to mark its obvious application. May it 
induce the youthful reader to stand aloof from their per- 
nicious errors, and their Popish practices. 
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CHAPTER V. 

4. The next Epistle to be reviewed upon the subject 
under consideration is that of St. Paul to the Ephesians. 

Here we find the Apostle thought it necessary to guard 
the people of God against the dangers to which they 
were exposed of being " tossed to and fro," and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, by the slight of men 
and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to 
deceive." (ch. iv. 14.) 

Now the Ephesian Church was probably one of the 
purest of all the christian communities ; and one of the 
most highly favored. Yet even these were in great dan- 
ger of being seduced by false teachers. And we may 
observe, that the very terms in which the Apostle admo- 
nishes them to be cautious, are such as are most com- 
monly applied to Satan himself : — thereby intimating, I 
conceive, the real som-ce of such corruption from the 
simplicity of the Gospel ; and alas ! too descriptive of the 
Jesuitical pretences and " cunning craftiness " of many, 
in the present day, who may justly be included in the 
same category : to wit, the authors of the Oxford Tracts. 

More than this, however, does not appear to be noticed 
by the Apostle in this Epistle, bearing upon our subject. 
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But we must not forget his admonitions and warninji^s to 
the Elders of this Church assembled at Miletus, (Acts 
XX. 28 — 30,) to which we have already referred. We 
may, however, yet further remark, that of all the seven 
churches which are mentioned by our Lord in the Book 
of Revelation, this was the only one to which any of 
Paul's Epistles were addressed : and amongst other enco- 
miums bestowed upon them, our Lord testifies, that 
" they had tried them that said they were Apostles and 
were not, and had found them liars ; " — and that " they 
hated the deeds of the Nicolaitanes which he also hated." 

From this also, it is clear, that in this primitive, and 
most pure of all the primitive churches, there were false 
Apostles, and a sect of false teachers, so notorious, and 
so numerous, as to have acquired a peculiar designation 
— a distinctive appellation — such, for example, as the 
Pusyites or Tractarians of the present day— or the Pha- 
risees of old. But what the tenets of these Nicolaitanes 
were, which our Lord so much abhorred — whether anti- 
nomian or tractarian— -or whether they resembled those of 
Johannah Southoote, or of the foUowers of Dr. Pusey, — 
or the Bishop of Exeter, we are not told. But whatever 
their tenets were, it is evident they had corrupted the 
truth, and incurred the " hatred / " of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

So much for primitive purity as a model ! 
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CHAPTEE VI. 

5. The next Epistle of Paul, is tliat to the Phixippiaks. 

In this we find there were those in the Church at 
Philippi whom the Apostle designates as " Dogs and eTil 
workers," and of whom he admonishes them to " beware." 
The Apostle also here complains of '' some who preached 
Christ, even of envy and strife "—out of mere ** conten- 
tion, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to his bonds." 
And again, he says, '' For many walk, of whom I have 
told you of^en, and now tell you even weeping, that they 
are the enemies of the cross of Christ, whose end is 
destruction, whose God is their belly, whose glory is in 
their shame, who mind earthly things." Surely these 
were no models for our imitation ! Whether this latter 
description of false professors originated in Mae teaching, 
or whether it arose from the natural hypocrisy of the human 
heart, is not here stated. But of this we may be quite 
certain, that whatever might have been the garb of sanc- 
tity, or the plausible pretences of such teachers and 
prof(^88or8, their practice was wholly inconsistent with the 
purity and holiness which the Grospel enjoins. K they 
had been induced to embrace the Gospel at first in its 
■implicityi it is plain that many of them had now. 
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" tlirougli the subtlety of Satan," either relinquished 
their holy profession, or sadly disgraced and dishonored 
it. In this Church also, it is therefore indubitable, Satan 
had his ministers at work, striving to pervert the Gospel, 
and to corrupt the minds of the disciples, from the sim- 
plicity that is in Christ. 

Little as we find in this Epistle expressly bearing upon 
the errors and prevailing obliquities of the day, yet are 
there many hints, of a general nature, which may be pro- 
fitably applied to these particular cases. 

In the 10th verse of the first chapter, for example, the 
Apostle includes in his prayer for the Philippians, that 
"they might be sincere and without offence." Now, 
without disputing the " sincerity " of the party in ques- 
tion (though we cannot admit that they ** lay aside all 
guile and hypocrisies ") they must themselves allow that 
their Popish pranks have given very grievous, and very 
extensive " offence " to the great body of the Church. — 
But what saith St. Paul elsewhere ? " Give none offence 
. ... to the Church of God.'' 1 Cor. x. 32. *' Giving 
no offence in any thing, that the ministry be not blamed." 
2 Cor. vi. 3. And again, " Mark them which cause di- 
visions and offences, contrary to the doctrine which ye 
have learned ; and avoid them." Rom. xvi. 17. 

The careful student of this Epistle, will find many other 
passages of a similar nature, strictly applicable to the 
vagaries of this Popish party. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

G. We come now to the Epistle to the Colossians. 

These converts to the faith of Christ, the Apostle found 
it needful to caution, " lest any man should beguile them 
with enticing words." And what, I would ask, was the 
object of all the Oxford Tracts up to No. 90, but to 
beguile the youth of that University chiefly " with en- 
ticing words?" — such words as should gradually and 
imperceptibly " entice " them from the truth and simpli- 
city of Protestantism, and " beguile " them into all the 
idolatry, and superstition, and wiU-worship of Popery ; 
and 80 eventually to renounce the faith of their fore- 
fathers, and to join the family of " The Mother of Harlots, 
and abominations of the Earth ? " And who were the 
authors of those Tracts ? To what party in the Church 
did they belong ? Surely not the High Church ! Yes, 
indeed, it was even so : they who boasted of their strong 
attachment to the Church, and claimed to be its only true 
friends, and so loudly and universally condemned and 
despised the Evangelical party, were those who drew up 
those pernicious tracts, whose obvious tendency, and 
unmistakeable design, was to alienate the youth of the 
country, and especially those who were destined to become 
its Ecclesiastical ministers, from the National Church, and 
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to induce them to join that sink of corruption — ^that 
" abomination of the Earth " — that " Master-piece of 
Satan " — the Church of Bome. And yet forsooth ! these 
are the true friends of our Protestant Church ! such 
stanch, and hearty, and faithful friends to the Established 
Church, as to deserve well, yea the special patronage and 
affection of the Bishop of Exeter, and his popish follow- 
ers and admirers ! And how is this to be accounted for ? 
In few words, these tractarians received the fraternal hug 
of the High Church at the time, and until they trans- 
gressed aU the bounds of common decency, simply because 
of their urgent advocacy of the official dignity and 
authority of the priesthood. This was the soothing 
opiate of all their Eomish drugs, and rendered their pro- 
ductions so palatable to some of the dignitaries of the 
Church, and others of influence and authority, among 
the High Church party. In Tract 90, however, matters 
went too far : the cloven foot was too discernible ; and 
now that the mischief was all done, (the priesthood being 
upheld,) it was thought high time to protest. Such is 
the High-chm*ch principle of tYiGse friends of the Church, 
many of whom are now in Rome. 

Now if in primitive times, it was found necessary to 
guard the Colossians against the Jesuitical and " beguil- 
ing " influence of " enticing words," how much more cau- 
tion must be needful now, when a systematic plan is 
formed and pursued, for the very purpose of beguiling 
the inexperienced, and leading them away from the sim- 
plicity of pure Christianity, and inducing them to embrace 
those very abominations against which it is the funda- 
mental principle of our Church to protest : — for it is in 
this that all her Protestantism, as such, consists. 
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But the Apostle's caution does not stop here : he goes 
on to say, " Beware lest any man spoil you through 
philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition * of men, 
after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ : " 
eh. ii. 8, " Let no man beguile you of your reward in a 
voluntaiy humility, and worshipping of Angels, intruding 
into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up 
by his fleshly mind. And not holding the head, from 
which all the body by joints and bands having nourish- 
ment ministered and knit together, increaseth with the 
increase of God. Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ 
from the rudiments of the world, why as though living in 
the world are ye subject to ordinances," — i. e. Jewish 
ordinances, or such as were founded on the rudiments 
and principles of an apostate world, — (" Touch not ; taste 
not ; handle not ; which all are to perish with the using ;) 
after the commandments and doctrines of men ? Which 
things have indeed a shew of wisdom, in will-worship, and 
humility, and neglecting of the body ; not in any honor 
to the satisfying of the flesh." ch. ii. 18 — 23. 

How strikingly does all this pourtray the spirit and the 
practice of modem apostates, from the simplicity of our 
holy religion ! One would be almost induced to suppose 
that this Apostolic caution was only a recent interpolation 
of the opponents of Popery and its kindred alHance, now 
prevailing in our Church, written expressly to meet the 

* " He who is not content with Christ," says Bishop Wilson, 
" but goes out of him to philosophy or trudition, forsakes the 
treasures of unbounded riches, for the miserable beggary of human 
counterfeits." Expl. Col. p. 161. Again, " Human traditions are 
a labyrinth in which the conscience is more and more entangled, 
till at length it loses Christ and heaven." lb. p. 333. 
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case ot those who are aow striving to Bomanize the 
Church : so exactly does it describe their principles, their 
spirit, and their practice. All therefore that need be said 
further upon this part of the Apostle's cautionary admo- 
nitions is, to entreat the youth of our Universities and 
all others whose propensities bear towards Eome, to 
ponder well the different parts of it, that they may clearly 
see the justice of their application to existing times and 
circumstances, and learn to shun the dangers to which 
they may be exposed, of being " beguiled with the en- 
ticing words," the artful insinuations, the specious argu- 
ments, and plausible pretensions of that Jesuitical and * 
Popish party in our Church, who are now to be found in 
almost every part of the kingdom, and in almost every 
colony of this realm. 

The very limited design of this Essay, will not allow 
me to enlarge upon this remarkable passage, as it well 
deserves. Indeed, to do it full justice, would occupy 
several volumes. I can therefore only advise, and again 
entreat, a diligent and careful study of it, by consulting 
those Authors who have written largely upon the promi- 
nent subject of it ; and particularly Bishop Wilson's 
•* Exposition of the Colossians." There the prevailing 
errors of the day, will be found to be exposed in the 
fidlest and most masterly manner. As a specimen, I will 
only add the following quotation. 

" Such is the system of * the man of sin.' Such the 
dangers which we have been tempted to incur in our own 
Church, from a leaning to that apostacy. It is in the 
strong light of our Apostle's argument that the magnitude 
and reality of the evil is distinctly to be discerned. They 
who see the error only in its developments, in some of 
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its branches and eifFects, may consider it rather as a folly, 
a novelty, or a weakness, than a fundamental departure 
from Christ. But those who follow our Apostle, will see 
in it a terrible denial of the very life of Gospel doctrine. 
It is therefore that the least innovation on the doctrines, 
language, discipline, or usages of our reformed Church is, 
in this state of things, so alarming. All is at stake ; a 
tendency towards Rome is at the bottom of such changes ; 
her main corruptions are defended and palliated. And 
we may judge of the ultimate length to which aU would 
speedily come, by the state* of the Church of Eome before 
our eyes for twelve centuries. — ^But we hope for better 
things ; the delusion, we trust, is passing away ; and the 
glory of Christ's sole sacrifice and mediation, obscured 
for a time, will shine forth more brightly, as we hope, 
than ever ; and men will stand aghast a few years hence 
at the almost incredible prevalence of such tendencies 
and opinions amongst any of a body of Clergy, who had 
in common subscribed the Articles of our Church by 
which these superstitions were so unmistakingly con- 
demned." p. 345, 346. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
7. We pass on now to the Epistles to the Thessa- 

LONIANS. 

In the first of these indeed there is no intimation either 
of the intrusion of false teachers, or of erroneous doc- 
trines being entertained. Still it should seem that the 
Apostle was somewhat fearftJ lest they should decline 
from the true spirit of the Gospel : for he was " jealous 
over them with godly jealousy, lest by any means the 
tempter had tempted them, and his labour had been in 
vain." 

But oh ! what a fearful description do we meet with, 
in the 2nd Epistle, of "the man of sin," as perverting 
the truth, and polluting and subverting the whole spirit, 
design, and object of the Gospel ! Apostacy from the 
true faith, and a total perversion of the truth, then began 
to work ; and the Apostle forewarns us of the great ex- 
tent to which it would spread and prevail, till the Lord 
himself should interpose to counteract and remedy the 
evil, and to purify his Church. 

It is impossible, I think, for any candid and attentive 
reader to peruse the account of this, in the second chapter, 
without being struck with the exactness of its application 
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to Popery, and the kindred errors that bow prevail and 
corrupt the purity and mar the simplicity of Christianity, 
and which have led so many of its ministers to renounce 
their Protestantism and to embrace Popery. ** Let oo 
man deceive you," says the Apostle, looking forward to 
future times, " by any means ; for that day shall not 
come, except there come a falling away first, and that 
man of sin " (unquestionably the Pope, or successive 
Popes of Rome,) "b,e revealed, the son of perdition, who 
opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, 
or that is worshipped, so that he as God, sitteth in the 
temple of God, shewing himself that he is God." 

The youthful reader of these remarks, especially if he 
have any leaning to the Popish spirit of the times, may 
perhaps be startled at the application of this passage to 
the Pope and the system of Popery ; and he may be dis- 
posed to object to any solitary testimony, and to require 
some confirmation of its legitimacy. It may be well 
therefore here to add one or two quotations from some of 
our ablest commentators ; and amongst the multitude 
that might be named, I am not aware of the existence of 
a single commentator of Protestant principles, who mate- 
terially differs from those to which I shall refer. 

Mr. Scott, who is universally admitted by all sound 
divines to be one of our ablest and most correct inter- 
preters of Sacred Scripture, notwithstanding the contempt 
in which he is held by the Bishop of Exeter, observes 
upon the passage before us in his elaborate Commentary, 
as foUows : (2 Thess. iii. 4.) 

" Doubtless many apostacies occurred in the primitive 
ages under different heresiarchs ; but all the circumstances 
of this prediction were never verified except in that de- 
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parture from the faith, and that usurpation and spiritual 
tyranny connected with it, which took place by means of 
the Church of Home No apostacy of equal mag- 
nitude and duration, no delusions equally pernicious and 
abominable, have taken place since the Apostles' days. . 
• • . In connection with this apostacy, * the man of sin * 
would be revealed. In the language of prophecy a king 
generally signifies a succession of monarchs of the same 
family or dynasty, carrying on the same design. The 
Man of Sin, does not mean a single person, but a succes- 
sion of men, impious in themselves, and conducting the 
same wicked design of corrupting Christianity in doctrine, 
worship, and practice, establishing an intolerable tyranny 
on religious pretences, and using all kinds of seduction, 
iniquity, and cruel persecution, to induce mankind to 
adopt the anti-christian system. This man of sin would 
be the son of perdition, a genuine descendant of Judas the 
apostate and traitor It is manifest that no suc- 
cession of men have yet appeared on earth, to whom this 
description so exactly accords as to that of the Eoman 
Pontiffs, as, in succession, the visible head of the Popish 
Church. This deceiver, however, would oppose and exalt 
himself above all that is called God, or is worshipped either 
by Christians or Pagans : Thus the Roman Pontiffs have 
opposed the truths, commandments, and disciples of Christ 
in every age, and by every means : they have opposed the 
prophetical office of Christ, by teaching human inventions ; 
his priestly office, by the doctrine of human merits and 
created intercessors ; and his kingly office, by changing 
and dispensing with his laws. They have exalted them- 
selves above all that is called God, and is worshipped, by 
claiming authority to forgive sins, even in those who mani- 
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festly continue impenitent ; by granting indulgences to 
men to break the commandments of God ; by dispensing 
with his laws, and placing their own decrees above them, 
as if of superior validity ; by presuming to give meaning 
and authority to the Scriptures themselves, which must 
not be understood in any other sense than what they im- 
pose upon them. Moreover, this man of sin, sits as God, 
in the temple of God ; and we must therefore look for him 
within the visible Church : there he blasphemously usurps 
the throne of God, shewing himself to be God, Many 
Koman Emperors affected divine honors, and demanded 
adoration; but there was no antecedent apostacy from 
Christianity, and they might rather be said to sit in the 
temple of Jupiter or Mars, than in that of God, whose 
temple must be considered to be amongst his professed 
worshippers, and not among avowed heathens. But the 
Koman Pontiff claiming to be the universal head of the 
whole Church of God, called by his flatterers vice- God — 
a God upon earth — arrogating the title of His Holiness — 
boasting of infallibility, arrogating a right to depose kings, 
and bestow kingdoms on whom he pleases, with those 
impious claims before mentioned, answers so exactly to 
the description here given, that we cannot doubt for whom 
it was designed." 

Another divine, not of the Established Church, the 
celebrated Dr. Guyse, in a note to the passage under re- 
view, says, " All these characters of the man of sin are 
plainly applicable to, and exemplified in Popery, inclusive 
of the hierarchy of Eome with the Pope at the head of it, 
in successive generations, and ftdly agree to none that has 
appeared in the world besides them ; for they are monsters 
in wickedness," &c. 
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It is unnecessary to repeat here all that this author has 
said, which exactly coincides with what Mr. Scott, and 
numberless others have written. My object will have 
been attained, if I have quoted sufficient to convince the 
youthful and unlearned reader, that my application of this 
passage to the Eoman Catholics, and their entire system, 
is no novelty* and no mistake ; but is the same as all 
Protestant divines have ever made. I must however, re- 
peat one striking fact, which I wish more especially to fix 
upon the minds of my still doubtful readers ; viz., that as 
this num of sin is said to '^ sit in the temple of God,** it 
is impossible to apply it to any other than the Pope of 
Rome. Here there cannot possibly be any mistake ; and 
taken in connexion with the description given in the book 
of Revelation of the same person, and compared with the 
tenets and idolatrous practice of Popery, there can be no 
room even for doubt or hesitation. 

It may be asked then, seeing such horrible things are 
plainly revealed in sacred Scripture of this antichristian 
system, why it is that the profession of Romanism should 
so extensively prevail ? and why there should exist in the 
present day, even amongst Protestant churchmen, such a 
general leaning to that apostacy, beyond what was ever 
known before, since the days of the glorious Reformation ? 
— and how it has come to pass, that so many of our clergy 
have already left the Established Church, and gone over 
to Popery, whilst so many more are prepared to follow 
their example ? How are we to account for these things 
if there can be no mistake, no room for doubt or hesita- 
tion, as to the person and the system of antichrist the 
Apostle here refers to, and so strongly reprobates ? 

This is a most important enquiry ; and if I were left 
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to my own conjectures and unaided resoiurces, I should at 
once assign two reasons which appear to me quite suf- 
ficient of themselves to account for all this departure from 
the simplicity of Christ. The first is, the blindness, and 
depravity of our fallen nature — ^the natural propensity to 
idolatry, superstition and legality ; and the second is, the 
influence of Satan, however imconscious men are of that 
influence over the human mind, when not enlightened by 
the Spirit of God, and when, in anger,* they are aban- 
doned to their own imaginations. 

But these reasons will not probably prove satisfactory 
to others, since, more or less, this has been the case at all 
times ; and the question to be solved is, why the spirit 
and practice alluded to in the passage under review, 
should now prevail in our Protestant National Church, 
more than at any former period since the days of the 
glorious Keformation ? — All that can be said in reply is, 
that heretofore it has pleased God to restrain the ebulli- 
tions of human depravity, and the power of Satan, for 
the accomplishment of his own wise and secret purposes. 
Human nature, however, is the same in all ages. The 
same propensities, and the same Satanic power over the 
human mind, though not to the same extent as in the 
days of our Lord, have always existed ; but God has not 
suffered them to prevail until his own secret purposes were 
accomplished, and his patience and long-suffering were 
exhausted. — But if this reasoning upon the subject be 
still unsatisfactory, we must have recourse to the word of 

* I have no doubt, that this state of things, is a judgment 
upon the country for its apostacy in passing the Emancipation 
Act in 1829. Then " England's sun was set;" and God now 
repays the debt of the country in its own coin. 
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God for more direct testimony, and endeavour to see 
what light that word throws upon this marvellous state of 
things. 

And here, if we are prepared to submit to its testimony, 
and not disposed to cavil, we shall find ample satisfaction, 
though of a very humbling nature. In the very same 
breath, as it were, the Apostle himself explains the mys- 
tery, when he says, " They received not the love of the 
truth, that they might be saved : and for this cause " — 
for this very reason, as a judgment upon them for their 
hatred and aversion to the simple truthy — " God shall send 
them a strong delusion, that they should believe a lie, that 
they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but 
had pleasure in unrighteousness." v. 11, 12. 

Now I can easily imagine persons imbued with the 
spirit in question — so blind are they to their own charac- 
ters, and so little are they conscious " what spirit they 
are of" — to be filled with indignation at the application 
of this condemnatory passage to the party in our Church 
who now so much favor Popery; and I would by no 
means include in this application every individual who 
favors that party : but as a class, I consider it a Species 
of infidelity not to admit its application to the party in 
general, and to its leaders and influential members in 
particular, and more especially to those who have actually 
gone over to Antichrist. If the preceding context truly 
relates to Popery, (and who doubts it ?) this explanatory 
passage of the cause of its prevalence, must relate to 
Popery also, or there is no sense in language. In the 
degree therefore that the spirit of Popery poisons the 
minds of Protestants, and induces them to embrace its 
tenets and its practice, in that same degree does this 
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dreadful condemnation apply. Were this mere human 
testimony, we might safely reject it with scorn ; but harsh 
and severe as it may seem, yet, if the application be just 
— ^if it is recorded by the inspiration of God — if it is the 
inspired explanation of this marvellous phenomenon, — ^it 
is at our peril to despise and reject it. The real lovers 
of divine truth, being free from judicial blindness, can see 
the justice of the application of this description of Anti- 
christ to the Pope and the abominations of Popery, and 
the real cause of its prevalence amongst the ministers 
and members of our Protestant Church, as with the light 
of the mid-day sun. And much as they sincerely desire 
to cultivate that spirit of charity which "thinketh no 
evil," and hopes the best in the worst of cases ; yet they 
cannot — ^they dare not — shut their eyes against the light, 
and refuse to listen to that sacred word which is given us 
for our instruction, and unite with these in rejecting its 
plain and unquestionable testimony, merely because it 
bears hard upon an offending party, whose errors they 
deeply lament, and whose doom, unless they repent, they 
deplore from their inmost souls. As well might they 
reject the inspired declaration that " the wicked shall be 
turned into hell, and all the people that forget God," 
from the same feeling, and for the same reason. I hold 
therefore, without fear of contradiction, that it is the 
genuine fruit of vital. Christian love, as well as our indis- 
pensable duty, to warn those, especially the young, whom 
we may justly suspect of being tainted with this spirit, 
and fear lest they should be unconsciously carried away 
with this flood of popish iniquity, of the imminent peril 
they are exposed to, if, in any degree, they indulge this 
morbid feeling. 



EPISTLES TO THE THESSALONIANS. 85 

It is scarcely possible for those who have been carefully 
instructed in their youth in the principles of our Church, 
or who have been brought up in the Protestant faith, 
either in, or out * of the Church, to embrace the views, 
and join the party which so much favors Popery, without 
contending against the strivings of God's Spirit, and the 
convictions of conscience. But what must be the issue 
of such a contest ? What can they expect but that God, 
in judgment, should " blind their eyes, and harden their 
heart, that they should not see with their eyes, and under- 
stand with their heart, and be converted and healed P " 
Such a propensity indulged, must lead to this fatal end. 
Let us be well upon our guard then, in these dangerous 
times of apostacy, against the contamination of those spe- 
cious errors which lead so directly to Eome. " Let no 
man deceive you by any means," says the Apostle. The 
most plausible arguments, the most subtle reasoning, will 
be artfully employed by these agents of Satan (for such 
they really are, though they may not know it) to turn us 
aside from the simplicity that is in Christ, and to induce 
us to embrace their " cunningly-devised fables." Their 
" coming," we are forewarned, is " after the working of 
Satan, with all power and signs, and lying wonders, and 
with all deceivableness of unrighteousness." Let us there- 
fore be extremely cautious of drinking into the spirit of 
those who are infected vnth the prevailing moral epidemic, 
and whose faces are turned towards Eome. " Come out of 

* Is it not a singular fact that this Popish mania, has affected 
chiefly the members of the Established Church ? But one or 
two Dissenting ministers, I believe, have joined the Church of 
Rome : they are not so identified with the State ; and therefore 
not so much involved in the guilt of the Emancipation Act. 
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licr, my piijplc, saith the Lord, that ye be not partakers 
of \\vv sins, and that yv receive not of her plagnes: for 
ijcr sins have readied unto heaven, and Grod hath remem- 
hiTfd htT iui(j\iilics/' 

lliil the luHHissity of strict and continual watchfuLaess 
a«;aiust lliis abound in j; evil, and the bias of oar natural 
inclinalious, and of l)rin<i:in*( to the study of tme religion 
a ciiihl-likj'- 8inii)li(itY of mind ihat is readv to receive 
the truth of (iod as revealed in the sacred scriptures, and 
uol as inculcatod by tradition, or the Councils of Borne, 
or tiic fallibh^ t)|)inions of the ancient fathers, and much 
liiss as taufi:ht by modern Pharisaical and Jesuitical Eo- 
manists — the necessity, I say, for such caution, will be 
Mtill more aj)j)ju'ont, if we call to mind the many instruc- 
tioiirt to this clfcot contained in the Epistles which follow. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

8. The two Epistles of Paul to Timothy. 

In the very opening of the first of these, the Apostle 
desires Timothy to " charge some that they teach no other 
doctrine ; neither give heed to fables, and endless genea- 
logies, which minister questions rather than godly edifying 
which is in faith." 1 Tim. i. 4. 

• Now the " Fables " — the blasphemous fables, both 
ancient and modem, — with which Popery abounds, are too 
well known to question the application of this passage to 
that corrupt system. And perhaps the propensity to 
regard the " endless genealogies " to which the Apostle 
alludes, was not very far removed — certainly not in spirit 
— from that which has induced such strenuous advocacy, 
in the present day, for the Apostolic succession, amongst 
those of like sentiment and kindred feelings with the 
Bishop of Exeter, Dr. Pusey, and others of that school. 

But the Apostle proceeds to forewarn Timothy, that 
in " the latter times " — the very times, there can be no 
doubt, in which we live — ** some should depart from the 
faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of 
devils, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their conscience 
seared with a hot iron, forbidding to marry, and com- 
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manding to abstain from meats, which God hath created 
to be received with thanksgiving of them which believe 
and know the truth."* 1 Tim. iv. 1 — 3. 

Of all these, " the Spirit spoke expressly ; *' it was 
distinctly revealed to the Apostle, by the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit. And to whom else but to the Eoman- 
ists, and those who are endeavouring to follow closely in 
their footsteps, in these ** latter times," can this descrip- 
tion of those who should ** depart from the faith," at all 
apply? Who but the Eoman Catholics "/orfttW" their 
Priesthood " to marry ? " And who but they, and their 
homogeneal abettors, inculcate and practice that legality 
which interdicts, in direct violation of this divine precept, 
on the Friday of every week, and the numberless saint- 
days of the Roman calendar, the use of " meats which 
God hath created to be received with thanksgiving ? " 
The spirit of the present day is here foretold with the 
most remarkable precision : for although, for ages past, 
no Protestant has ever doubted this passage as a descrip- 
tion of Popery (and, on that account, it may be thought 
exclusively appropriate to that apostacy) yet, when the 
same spirit, and similar practice, though not to the same 
extent, have obtained, and very widely diflFused their 
baleful venom among so many of our junior clergy — en- 

* " Mr. Mede proves that the monkish abstinences condemned 
by St. Paul in his 1st Epistle to Timothy (and of which ** for- 
bidding to marry and commanding to abstain from meats,'' are 
specified as principal marks of the " departure from the faith," 
or apostacy of the "latter days") were imitations of the prac- 
tices brought into Greece by Pythagoras. From these, and the 
greater errors of the Platonists, Popery took its rise in part." 
Bishop Wilson, Ex. Col. p. 334. 
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couraged in some cases, by their elders — ^its application 
to such, is palpable and unavoidable. (See Appendix E.) 
And it is plainly our bounden duty, if we would be faith- 
ful to our trust, to " put the brethren in remembrance of 
these things," as we are expressly commanded to do, in 
the very next verse or two after ; thus shewing our faith- 
fulness as " good ministers of Jesus Christ." 

And then, as if the Apostle foresaw, as doubtless he 
did by the spirit of prophecy, the prevailing propensity of 
these " latter times " to multiply and trust in outward 
forms and ceremonies of a legal and superstitious nature, 
and to substitute them for vital godliness, he immediately 
adds, " But refuse profane and old wives' fables, and 
exercise thyself rather unto godliness ; for bodily exercise 
profiteth little, but godliness is profitable unto all things, 
having the promise of the life that now is, and of that 
which is to come." And in a verse or two after, he says, 
emphatically, ** These things command and teach.** 

Now let me ask, are these instructions of such personal 
and " private interpretation," that they are to be confined 
exclusively to Timothy ? Were they designed for no one 
but him ? Were they not written for our admonition 
and guidance too 7 How then can any minister of Jesus 
Christ acquit himself at the bar of God, if he abstain 
from protesting, on all fit occasions, against the spirit 
and the practice of those who are entangled in these 
" snares of the devil " which savour so much of Anti- 
christ, and which of late have poisoned the very vitals of 
our Church, and almost obliterated its Protestantism? 
Can such silence be justified upon the ground of pre- 
serving our own credit and reputation, or of escaping the 
fjEdse imputation of bigotry and uncharitableness P It is 
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surely any thing but true Christian charity to observe 
such profound silence upon the subject as many of the 
Clergy deem it wise and proper to do — ^for what exculpa- 
tory reason, does not appear. As long as they do not 
themselves adopt these Popish sentiments, and imitate 
their practice, they conceive they sufficiently discharge 
their duty; and that so to mark their disapprobation, 
would be to " rail against their brethren," and to depart 
from the rules of courtesy and kindness. But surely no 
one would contend for any breach of true Christian 
charity. Unchristian raillery would ill become them : but 
faithful warning, and a solemn protestation against any 
departure from the truth, — and more especially against 
such a grievous departure as this — are the bounden duty 
of all who profess to be the faithful servants and ambas- 
sadors of Christ ; and the more so, in proportion to the 
influence and authority with which they are invested in 
the Church. To me, such silence appears a direct viola- 
tion of this Apostolic command ; and I repeat, such a 
gross departure from the solemn obligations of our ordi- 
nation oath — such a specimen of manifest unfaithfulness 
•in the discharge of our ministerial duty, as must, sooner 
or later, if persisted in, bring down the inexorable dis- 
pleasure of heaven. " These things," says the Apostle, 
" command and teach J* ^ But how ? Surely not by silent 
connivance. What can we expect to result from such a 
dereliction of our plain and positive duty — such want of 
zeal and exertion to stem the torrent of this inundating 
flood of apostacy, but a speedy return to the impious 
abominations of Popery, that will as speedily overwhelm 
and destroy the very essence of our national protestation, 
upon which the prosperity, and greatness, and protection 
of divine providence of the nation, so much depend. 
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If the Church at large do not suffer such a catastrophe, 
the abettors of this party may learn their certain fate from 
what is -said to the angel of the Church in Thyatira, who 
" suffered " (allowed, permitted) without a solemn pro- 
test, that woman Jezebel which called herself a pro- 
phetess, to teach and to seduce God's servants to commit 
fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols." It 
is added, and " I gave her space to repent of her forni- 
cation, and she repented not. Behold I will cast her 
into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into 
great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds." It 
behoves the timid therefore, to consider well how far, in 
God's sight, a silent connivance at the sins of others, 
renders us partakers of their deeds, or exposes us to their 
merited consequences. If this be true in any case, it 
must surely be true of those whose office specially de- 
mands their rebuke and censure, and who are expressly 
desired, in regard to truth and holiness, to ** command 
and teach these things." 

I trust however, it will yet please God to preserve the 
purity and the simplicity of our Church, in its polity, its 
doctrines, and its worship. And now that ** the enemy- 
has come in like a flood," may " the Spirit of the Lord 
continue to lift up a standard against him," and defeat 
all his machinations ! Indeed, whilst none but Bomanists, 
and those who are that way inclined, can fail to lament 
the spirit of the times, all right-minded men must rejoice, 
and recognize the hand of God, in raising us up two such 
Apostolic men as those who now fill the Ecclesiastical 
thrones of the two sees of the nation, to stem the torrent 
of that •' flood " which the enemy has caused to come 
into our Church. This I regard as that ** standard " 
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wbicb " the Spirit of the Lord " has " lifted np " against 
the enemy on the present occasion, and by which, for a 
time, the simplicity and pnritv of our Church, I trust, will 
be preserved.* 

In the 2nd Epigtle to Timothy, the great Apostle of 
the Gentiles, " charges him before the Lord/* to instruct 
the primitive Christians, " that they strive not about words 
to no profit, but to the subverting of the hearers," (chap, 
ii. 14.) and himself to " shun profane and vain babblings " 
(verse 16.) — to avoid foolish and unlearned questions, 
knowing that they do gender strifes " (verse 23.) — ** in 
meekness to instruct those who oppose themselves, if God 
peradventure should give them repentance to the acknow- 
ledging of the truth, and that they may recover them- 
selves out of the snare of the devil who are taken cap- 
tive by him at his will." (verses 25, 26.) 

Here we seem to be called upon to repeat, in substance, 
what has been already said. In repudiating the novel 
practices recently adopted by the Tractarian party, the 
Apostle directs us to do it " in meekness" I must how- 
ever here observe, in justification of the epithet novel, 
that every revival of obsolete forms and usages in divine 
worship, whatever sanction they may derive from their 
real or supposed antiquity, and their accordance vrith pri- 
mitive practice, or the ancient rubrics of the Chiurch, is 
nevertheless novel to those who have not been accustomed 
to them. Such a revival of what wisdom and experience 
have induced us long ago to abandon, can never be justi- 

♦ This remark has no reference whatever to the recent aggres- 
sion of the Pope — wiiich did not occur, till after this Essay was 
sent to the press. It will apply, however, to that event, still 
niorc emphatically. 
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fied but by either the express direction of God's word,* 
or by those who are invested with supreme authority in 
the Church. It may however be supposed that any de- 
cided protestation against the revival of obsolete and an- 
tiquated forms of worship, would be inconsistent with 
that spirit of ** meekness " which the Apostle here en- 
joins : and the abettors of this semi-popery are ready 

♦ " To revive any long-discontinued usages of little or no prac- 
tical value in themselves, without some intimation from those 
who are set over you in the Lord, is never commendable. We 
should regard the spirit, as well as the letter of the law, and we 
shall then be satisfied when all things are done unto edification. 
But to introduce novelties in faith or practice, is to disparage the 
piety of those who have gone before us ; it is to decry the rational 
and sober principles of our own Church, in which multitudes of wise 
and holy men in past times have found all that they could desire 
for life, for death, and for eternity. To encourage the exploded 
sentimentalities, and the ostentatious pageantry of an erring 
Church, which appeals more to the imagination than to the reason 
of mankind, requiring that submission to " the inventions of 
man " which it does not give or require to the higher testimony 
of God's word; all this, if it be not arrogant presumption and 
impiety, is at least mere weakness. And when we read or hear 
of some unmeaning practices relating to the externals and ac- 
companiments of worship, which may have had a partial recep- 
tion in past ages, now without authority restored at the caprice 
of individuals, we must feel compassion, not unmingled with sor- 
row, to think that nothing higher or holier should occupy their 
minds. " Nee consuetudo, quae apud quosdam obrepserat, impe- 
dire debet, quominus Veritas prsevaleat et vineat. Nam consue- 
tudo sine veritate vetustas erroris est." (St. Cypriani, Kp. 74. 
p. 252.) " From such lamentable perversity as we are now 
speaking of, we of this Diocese are, I hope, mainly, if not wholly 
free. In that happy state, may God of his goodness ever preserve 
us ! " (Prim. Charge. Archbishop of York, June 1849.) 
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«iioiig)i to lay this sin to our charge, if even a whisper of 
cuDdemnation or disapproval escapes our lips. But this 
^uld neither deter us from the discharge of our duty, 
iiof induce us for a moment to give a tacit encouragement 
to any such departures from the simplicity and purity of 
acceptable worship. Nor must we cease, notwithstanding 
such groundless charges, to protest against every kind 
and degree of admixture of superstition and legality, if 
we would preserve and maintain unsullied our Protestant 
principles. Meekness, and faithful reproof, are by no 
means inconsistent, as we have already shewn. There 
are times and occasions which as peremptorily de- 
mand a plain, open, honest, and pointed rebuke with a 
holy indignity of spirit, as others which may require meek- 
ness and gentleness. Who will presume to charge our 
Lord with any want of either of these qualities, when he 
said to the Scribes and Pharisees, '* Ye serpents, ye gene- 
ration of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of 
hell ? " We ought not therefore to be deterred from ap- 
plying any Scriptural epithets, which truly describe the 
spirit and the principles of those who oppose the truth 
of the Gospel, or either adulterate its doctrines, or mar 
that simplicity of Christian worship to which we have 
been accustomed for ages, merely to escape this accusa- 
tion, or to curry favor with antichrist. Indeed if we can, 
by such lawful means, contribute to recover the wan- 
derer from his devious paths, or deter others, so inclined, 
from following his example, we shall but discharge our 
duty, and act the part of Christian love. That the party 
in question are all " opposing themselves " — then* own 
best interests, as well as the true cause of God, and the 
eternal welfare of their fellow-sinners — no one but them- 
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selves entertains a doubt. It behoves us, therefore, not 
silently to encourage them in error and destructive super- 
stition ; but, from the love we bear to them, to warn them 
soundly, plainly, decidedly, and yet aflFectionately, as we 
would warn the inmates of a house in flames, of the im- 
minent peril to which they are exposed. If a mild and 
gentle remonstrance has no eflfect, then must we " rebuke 
them sharply," that " they may be sound in the faith," — 
" of some having compassion, making a difference, and 
others saving with fear, pulling them out of the fire." In 
short, every legitimate means should be used to defeat 
these machinations of Satan, in the hope that ** God per- 
ad venture wiU give them repentance to the acknowledging 
of the truth, and that they may recover themselves out 
of this snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at 
his will." 

It may seem strange and incredible to some, that such 
a passage as this can possibly apply with any semblance 
of truth, to a party so strict in their outward and religious 
services ; so scrupulous in their punctilious observance of 
all the minute forms of devotion prescribed by the ancient 
rubrics of our Church ; so careftd not to omit any " bodily 
exercise " derived from tradition ; so exact in observing 
Saints' days, and other days appointed by the Church to 
be religiously regarded — it may seem, I say, incredible 
that such can possibly be " taken captive by Satan at his 
will." Charity, it is thought, forbids the supposition : 
and the very hint of such a possibility will naturally be 
spumed with instant and profound contempt, by all the 
party. It is nevertheless true. There can be no doubt 
of the fact, whilst the genuine spirit of Popery is thereby 
insidiously, if not avowedly fostered, and no real devotion 
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of the heart, nor any real prostration of the soul in self- 
abasement — ^no cleaving to Christ as ** the Lord our Righ- 
teousness and the propitiation for our sins," are cordially 
felt and exercised. Their hope is built upon the self- 
righteous plea of a punctilious observance of mere ex- 
ternals ; and thus their souls are entangled in the snare 
of the devil, the delusions of the Pharisee, and the mum- 
mery and superstition of the Papist. In short, their 
•* hearts are not right with God : " and whilst this is the 
case, it cannot be otherwise than that they should be 
" taken captive by Satan at his will." 

I can just reach the imagination however, or suppose 
the possibility, that here and there a solitary individual 
of honest integrity may be found, who may be led by pe- 
culiar circumstances to embrace some of the popish 
notions, and to adopt some of the popish forms, of the 
party in question, unwittingly : and I can fancy diiferent 
shades and degrees of this apostacy. But I can hardly 
imagine it possible, except in a case of extreme weakness 
of intellect, that any sincere and humble-minded person, 
should long continue in captivity to this delusion. — And 
when a settled system is adopted — a distinct party formed 
in the Church, some of whose leaders have actually sepa- 
rated, and gone quite over to Antichrist, leaving behind 
them a large body of the Church kept in their present 
position only by secular considerations, or for the evil 
purpose of more eflfectuaUy undermining the " National 
Establishment " — zealously and perseveringly propagating 
the same popish principles by every artifice the ingenuity 
of man can devise, — ^when such, I say, is the case, (and 
that such is now the case, who can deny ? ) it behoves us 
all, and more especially the youth of our Universities, to 
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be well upon our guard, lest, by these Jesuitical meaos, 
such views should imperceptibly insinuate themselves, 
and gradually, but effectually, destroy the spiritual vision, 
and lead eventually to the almost inextricable captivity 
(to give things their right names) of this Satanic infatua- 
tion. The youth of the nation therefore should be warned 
carefully to keep aloof from the most distant approach to 
this popish party. They should be told to avoid the com- 
pany of all such as favor that wretched system, and never 
to allow themselves to read or listen to a single statement 
from any of its advocates. If they suffer themselves to 
parley with Satan or his emisaries, they may rest assured 
he will be more than a match for them. If they attend 
to any of the specious and plausible arguments of those 
unscri]^ulous writers, who, to serve their purpose, would 
have us understand even the Articles in a " non-natural 
sense,** they may soon be silenced, entangled, and led 
captive, where they thought themselves most secure and 
steadfast, and invulnerable. Such is the subtlety and se- 
ductive nature of their assaults upon the unlearned and 
inexperienced, that no sooner is a controversy begun, 
tlmn victory, in the minds of their leaders, is achieved. 
Let them be careftd then, not even to " touch the un- 
clean thing," notwithstanding the charge of bigotry that 
will be sure to attach to such caution : for all-important 
concerns are at stake, and in jeopardy. The whole sub- 
ject is one of life or death. 

Besides, they are bound to observe such careful cir- 
cumspection, not only on their own account, but also on 
account of vast multitudes of others who may be influ- 
enced by their sample. They are therefore not at liberty, 
under existing circumstances, to adopt one single senti- 

H 
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ment, or one single practice, oi a mooei kind, howerer 
apparently innocent in itself^ or eren sanctioned bj obso- 
lete ritnals or rubrics, that sayonrs oi that party. And 
eiren those things which, nnder other circumstances, might 
be helpful to devotion, and profitable to their own minds, 
must now be abstained from, unless positiyely enjoined in 
the word of Grod, lest " by any means " they should seem 
to sanction the entire system. Their liberty in this res- 
pect must be judged of by the conscience of others. 
Self-denial, for this purpose, even in things lawful, is a 
scriptural proof of sincerity. Inexpediency may attach to 
many lawful things, and must therefore be regarded with 
scrupulous jealousy in reference to this subject. The 
Apostle's example in this respect, should be carefully 
studied and closely imitated, in regard to that Popish 
system which will otherwise eventually assimilate our 
Church to all the vagaries and corruptions against which, 
as the fundamental principle of our National Establish- 
ment, we profess to protest. They must " take heed there- 
fore, lest by any means this liberty become a stimibling- 
block to them that are weak ; " and be careful not to 
" put a stumbling-block, or an occasion to fall, in their 
brother's way." 

But to proceed with our review of what the Apostle 
further says upon our subject in this Epistle. He speaks 
of those, " in the last days when perilous times should 
come," (and who can doubt that these are the very times 
to which he refers) who should assume the outward " form 
of godliness," whilst they " denied the power thereof " 

" ever learning and never able to come to the 

knowledge of the truth " " men of corrupt minds 

resist the truth, reprobate concerning the faith . . . . 
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and whose folly should," eventually, " be made manifest 
unto all men." Such " evil men and seducers," he adds, 
•* shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being de- 
ceived." And then he gives a most solemn " charge " to 
his Son Timothy, " before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing 
and his kingdom, to preach the word, to be instant in 
season out of season ; to reprove, to rebuke, exhort with 
all long-suflFering and doctrine. For the time will come," 
(and assuredly it has now arrived,) " when they will not 
endure sound doctrine, but after their own lusts they shall 
heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and 
they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall 
be turned unto fables." 

Now one naturaUy feels exceedingly reluctant to apply 
all the epithets the Apostle here uses to every individual 
of the party whose errors we have adverted to ; yet in 
faithfulness, we cannot but admit the justice of the appli- 
cation of many, if not all of them, to the generality of 
that party. We ought at least to take warning lest we 
should inadvertently imbibe the spirit manifestly repro- 
bated in their combination. That they will apply, in all 
their original force, to those whose "folly has been 
already made manifest to all men," by the very fact of 
their apostacy to the Roman antichrist, who can doubt ? 
How obviously true is it, that they have " turned away 
their ears from the truth, and have turned themselves 
unto fables "—-even the " old wives fables " with which 
Popery abounds, and by which it is mainly supported ! 
Let others then take warning, and shun, in time, the 
delusive and ensnaring path which leads so directly to 
Eome. Let them be well upon their guard lest, like 

H 2 
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them, " waxing worse and worse," from No. 1 to No. 90, 
" deceiving and being deceived,'* by plausible arguments 
and subtle reasoning, or the pomp and splendour of " the 
form of godliness" — so characteristic of "the man of 
sin," — they be ensnared and overwhelmed in the vortex of 
a delusion the most fatal and destructive of all the artifices 
of Satan. 
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CHAPTER X. 

9. We come now to the Epistle to Titus. 

This Epistle evinces the same anxiety in the Apostle's 
mind to preserve the purity of the Grospel among the Cre- 
tians. Accordingly we find that after stating the primary 
object of it ; viz., that Titus might " set in order the 
things that were wanting, and ordain elders in every city 
as he had appointed him," he proceeds to state the 
necessary qualifications of a Bishop, both for example 
and instruction. With respect to the latter, he informs 
Titus that he should " be able by sound doctrine both to 
exhort and convince the gainsayers : for there were many 
unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, especially they of 
the circumcision, whose mouths," he adds, " must be 
stopped, who subvert whole houses, teaching things which 
they ought not, for filthy lucre's sake." And to mark 
the imminent danger to which the Church of Crete was 
exposed of departing from the true faith, he speaks of 
one of their own prophets, — Epimenides — a celebrated 
Greek poet, whom they esteemed as a prophet, — as des- 
cribing correctly, the natiu-al character of the natives of 
Crete in the most degrading terms ; — viz., as a set of 
notorious liars, — as sly and savage in their temper as 
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wild beasts ; and as lazy and indolent as the Sloth. The 
Apostle was fearful lest the Christian converts should 
disgrace their holy profession by any such exhibition of 
their natural character, and lest the judaizing teachers 
should take advantage of it, to pervert their minds from 
the simplicity that is in Christ. How far this was already 
the case of some, may be inferred from the exhortation 
that immediately follows, founded upon this ** true " and 
faithful testimony of Epimenides. "Wherefore rebuke 
them sharply that they may be sound in the faith." Had 
there been none of this description, no sharpness of 
rebuke would have been required : a gentle persuasive to 
shun the bad examples of their neighbours, and to guard 
against the influence of their natural propensities and 
habits, is aU that would have been necessary. The pro- 
pensity to the evil itself, however, is obvious. And what 
did it arise from ? Or, what was most likely, in the 
Apostle's mind, to call it into exercise ? And against 
what dangers must Titus guard the Cretian converts, to 
preserve them from such disgraceful consequences ? The 
answer is plain : it follows immediately. To preserve 
them " sound in the faith," they must be very careful not 
to listen for a moment to " Jewish fables, and the com- 
mandments of men that turn from the truth,'* Here the 
Apostle traces such departure from the purity of the faith 
to its proper source, the ** giving heed to Jewish fables and 
the commandments of men." This was evidently in the 
Apostle's mind, the real cause — ^the fountain head—of 
the evil. And there is no saying to what extent of cor- 
ruption a Christian Church may be carried, when once 
superstitious fables and traditionary legends are regarded 
equally with the word of inspiration ; and human autho« 
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rity is allowed to supersede the word of God. Here wns 
the fault of the Pharisee of old. And to what other 
source can be traced all the corruptions of Rome, and the 
semi-popery of the present day P The word of God — 
the simplicity of the Gospel, is altogether disregarded, or 
accoimted as of secondary consideration, in the estimation 
of Romanists, and Pharisees, and the so-called High- 
Church party. But when the fables of superstition, the 
authority of fallible councils, and the traditionary legends 
of the dark ages, are deemed of greater weight and obli- 
gation than the sacred word of inspiration, a departure 
from the simplicity of Christ is at once consummated. 
Antichrist is set up, and all the isms of degraded Chris- 
tianity are justified and arrayed in opposition to the purity 
and simplicity of the true Gospel. And how constantly 
do we find this spirit to prevail in the primitive churches ! 
And yet these are the models held up for our imitation I 
What a delusion ! * In the nature of things, primitive 
Christianity, as practised by its first converts, exaipt by 
those who were under the entire control of the Holy 
Spirit, was most defective; as the very records of holy 
writ plainly testify. There have always been, as the 
Apostle here asserts, " those who profess that they know 
God, but in works deny him, being abominable and diso- 
bedient, and unto every good work reprobate." These 
primitive Christians therefore, so far from being examples 
for us to imitate, are, in scripture, held up as beacons, for 
our warning to avoid. In so far as they followed Christ 
and bis inspired Apostles, they are worthy of our closest 
imitation, and their history is recorded for this purpose. 

* This of course, will be denied : but it it not so in point of 
faeif 
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But in all their departures from the simplicity of the 
Gospel, and the purity of its precepts, the divine record 
is given for our admonition and caution : and that, not 
merely in regard to facts, but more especially in regard to 
principles, as their origin and source. And here, as 
elsewhere, the " giving heed" to "Jewish," and other 
superstitious " fables," and human inventions and autho- 
rity, not sanctioned by the word of God, is clearly pointed 
out, as amongst the chief causes of departure from the 
simplicity and purity of the Gospel. 

It should seem from the very character of the Cretians, 
that one of the Apostle's main objects in addressing 
this Epistle to Titus was, to guard them, as we have 
said, against the perversions of Judaizing teachers, who 
were most active amongst the converts of this island. 
And in what style of language does he speak of them ? 
He stigmatizes them as " vain talkers and deceivers I " 
and notices their great number, and their want of submis- 
sion to their superiors. And what is all this but the 
spirit of the present time amongst the High-Zow-Church 
and their Romish brethren ? Like these among ourselves, 
who cannot brook even the authority of the Queen, as 
head of the Church, though aided by the opinion and 
advice of the two Archbishops, there were in Candia, as 

here, multitudes — " many " — " many unruly " 

whose " mouths " required to be " stopped," and by 
whose influence and erroneous teaching, and insubordinate 
example, " whole houses," as now, were " subverted." 
So that there is nothing new in the present spirit of the 
times. These men are only acting over again, what 
happened in Crete in the Apostle's day ; and it will be 
well for us if such "subversion'* is confined to some 
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" whole families," and not allowed, in the good providence 
of God, to extend itself to the " whole " Church of 
England : for if so, it will speedily and entirely subvert 
the whole nation. For these modem Judaizers, who, as 
well as those in Crete in the Apostle's day, are "teaching 
things which they ought not," contrary to sound doctrine, 
(baptismal regeneration, for example, in an unscriptural 
sense,) not alone " for filthy lucre's sake," but also for 
the sake of dominant power and influence, and lordly and 
priestly dictation and control — not only that they may 
retain their posts and their places, but that the laity may 
be reduced to their priestly domination ; — and that even- 
tually, should they succeed in their object, (which God 
forbid !) the whole community may be handed over to the 
thraldom of a despotic hierarchy, no less tyrannical and 
oppressive than the Inquisition of Borne. Indeed, in that 
case, we shall not be long before we hear of an English 
Inquisition ; and the first inmates of its subterraneous 
dungeons will be the two Archbishops, Mr. Gorham and 
Mr. Goode. Such is the natural, if not the inevitable 
result of that spirit which has recently obtained and spread 
throughout the kingdom, if allowed to proceed, as Satan, 
its real author, designs, although the subjects of it are 
wholly unconscious of such influence. 

It is clear then, from this Epistle, that there was in 
Crete the same propensities to depart from the true faith, 
the same danger of their converts being corrupted from 
the simplicity that is in Christ, as existed elsewhere, and 
arising from the same cause — the love of external and 
pompous ceremonies, and a superstitious and morbid 
veneration of ancient customs of a religious nature that 
formed the " beggarly elements " of the Jewish mode of 
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CHAPTER XL 

1 1 . The Epistle of Paul to tlie Hebrews. 

Here also, as in the other Epistles, the Apostle notices 
the same propensities to depart from the simplicity of the 
Gospel, and either to return to the " carnal ordinances " 
of the Jewish economy, or to mix them up with the more 
spiritual dispensation of Christianity which superseded 
and abolished them. 

Speaking of the tabernacle and its rites, he says, 
" Which was a figure for the time then present, in which 
were offered both gifts and sacrifices that could not make 
him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the con- 
science ; which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers 
washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed on them till the 
times of reformation." (chap. ix. 9, 10.) 

Here, it is obvious, the Apostle complains of the in- 
j urious estimate in which these outward rites, and " car- 
nal ordinances " were still held, as detracting from the 
spirituality and excellence of Christianity. Indeed, as he 
proves, they were aU of them " figures " and " patterns 
of heavenly things," which ought therefore to be wholly 
laid aside, when Christianity was embraced, and the hea- 
venly things themselves actually enjoyed. To continue 
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their observance, and to deem tliem any longer of any 
value or importance, was to depreciate the intrinsic worth 
of the Gospel — to deteriorate the very essence of the re- 
ligion of Christ : it was to substitute the " shadow '* for 
the substance. 

So in like manner, to regard the sacrifice of Christ 
" once offered for sins," as incomplete and insufficient, 
without the very frequent observance of that ordinance 
which is emblematical of it, is to underrate the infinite 
value and efficacy of the atonement thereby made. And 
it is to be feared, tliat the generality of those who make a 
point of such frequent repetition of its observance, are 
actuated by a superstitious and legal spirit. By no means 
however would I dissuade from such a practice, if the 
real object be simple and pure, or consistent with its good 
design ;* much less would I furnish a plea for habitual 
non-attendance upon tliat holy ordinance. Doubtless the 
celebration and remembrance of that vicarious sacrifice, 
are not only the bounden duty, but amongst the highest 
privileges of every real Christian ; and no true disciple 
of Christ, will habitually neglect so important a duty. 

* The spiritual nature of this sacrament, may be gathered most 
correctly from the scriptural statement of it in the Rubric for the 
communion of the sick> on the one hand ; and in the 29th Arti- 
cle on the other. In the former, it says of the sick person, " He 
doth eat and drink the body and blood of our Saviour Christ 
profitably to his soul's health, although he do not receive the Sa- 
crament wUh his movth." And in the latter, it is said, " The 
wicked, and such as be void of lively faith, although they do 
carnally and visibly press with their teeth .... the Sacrament 
of the body and blood of Christ, yet in no wise are they par- 
takers of Chnst, &c.'* Nothing can be more evident from this, 
than that the common parlance of the day when our articles and 
formularies were drawn up, was that of figure or metaphor. 
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But to deem the frequent repetition of its emblem, indis- 
pensable to the validity of the sacrifice itself, is no less 
antiscriptural than the Roman Catholic dogma, that the 
sacrifice itself can be frequently repeated. This they 
maintain is the fact in the Roman mass. But such a 
notion is wholly at variance with the Apostle's statement 
now before us. And the 31st Article of our Church says 
expressly, ** The sacrifices of Masses, in the which it was 
commonly said that the Priest did offer Christ for the 
quick and the dead, to have remission of pain or guilt, 
were blasphemous fables and dangerous deceits.*^ The 
Apostle says, " Christ is not entered into the holy places 
made with hands, which are the figures of the true ; but 
into heaven itself now to appear in the presence of God 
for us : nor yet that he should ofi^er himself often .... 
for then must he often have suffered since the foundation 
of the world ; but now once^ in the end of the world, 
hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of him- 
self. And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but 
after this the judgment, so Christ was once offered to bear 
the sins of many." Again, " We are sanctified " (and 
therefore justified) " through the offering of the body of 

Jesus Christ once for all for by one offering he 

hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified." 

"Now where remission of these is, there is no more 
offering for sin." 

Now in the Popish mass, it is pretended that the con- 
secrated wafer, or " the Host^^ as it is called, is con- 
verted, by an invisible process of miraculous transubstan- 
tiation, into the real substance of the body of Christ, 
which is offered on every occasion as a propitiatory 
Bacrifice for sin. But who does not see that this is 
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wholly opposed to these words of the Apostle ? They 
try to leap over the difficulty of this tenet, by saying 
it is the bloodless repetition of the real sacrifice of Christ. 
But this is manifestly absurd. Can any thing be more 
obviously true then, that " as the serpent beguiled Eve, 
so their minds have been corrupted from the simplicity 
that is in Christ P '* What a specimen of Satanic delu- 
sion ! 

But I fear the errors that have obtained upon this 
subject, are not exclusively chargeable upon the Boman 
Catholic Antichrist. The practical substitution of the 
outward observance of the sacramental ordinance of the 
Lord's Supper, by professing Protestants, for that simple 
reliance on the efficacy of the vicarious sacrifice of Christ 
offered up upon the Cross ** once for all," which this 
ordinance only representSy falls but little short of the 
same error. And the Popish notion of eating the real 
flesh, and drinking the real blood of Christ, in that holy 
ordinance, we fear is equally entertained by many Pro- 
testants. The tractarian party, to avoid the heresy of 
the doctrine of transubstantiation, now begin to call it 
consubstaniiation — a Jesuitical refinement again intro- 
duced by Dr. Pusey in the Oxford University pulpit after 
his restoration, and adopted, probably, to avoid the literal 
violation of one of the Articles of our Church. But this 
folly has one common parent with that of the Popish 
mass. And it would be well for those who unfortunately 
have imbibed such antiscriptural sentiments, to remember 
the words of our Lord, who, after saying, " except ye 
eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye 
have no life in you," added, ''the flesh profiteth nothing*'* 

* We must not forget that these words were spoken on 




iHi 
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So that according to the testimony and affirmation of our 
Lord himself, — even if the bread, by consecration, were 
actually changed into the real body of our Lord, and the 
wine into his real blood, still the participation of them 
would ** profit us nothing." And how could they, in the 
very nature of things ? " It is the spirit that quicken- 
eth " the soul, and not the flesh and blood of Christ in 
any but a metaphorical sense. Surely we need not be 
told that no corporeal substance, can have any salutary 
eflPect upon the soul I Outward emblems, as they have 
no connexion with, so they can have no necessary sancti- 
fying influence upon the inner man. They may give 
occasion to reflections and feelings of the mind of a holy 
and sanctifying tendency ; and no doubt this is their chief 
design. But there is neither mystery nor miracle * in 
the holy ordinance of the Lord's Supper of a magical 
nature. It simply " shews forth," or represents, ** the 
Lord's death till he come." It is a plain and simple 

different occasion, and could have no reference whatever to the 
Lord's Supper, which was not then instituted. 

* The supposition of a miraculous change in the elements of 
Bread and Wine into the body and blood of Christ, involves the 
greatest absurdity, and degrades the Christian system. It is 
totally inconsistent with all the miracles recorded in sacred Scrip- 
ture. There is a very important distinction ever to be made be- 
tween things above our comprehension, and things contrary to 
reason. — ^A similar distinction must also be observed between 
tenets unscriptural, and tenets antiscriptural. All real miracles 
are above, but not contrary to reason : none of them involve an 
absurdity. Tenets contrary to the sacred word, or antiscripturaly 
should therefore be invariably rejected ; whilst some, not found 
in Scripture, or not plainly to be deduced therefrom, and there- 
fore vvscripturcU, may yet be held^ with caution, if not palpably 
absurd. 
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commemoration of the sacrifice of Christ by means of 
symbolical emblems, — ^And let it be remembered also, that 
He who was himself to be the sacrifice, first administered 
the rite ; and that the Apostles partook of these emblems, 

BEFORE THE SACRIFICE ITSELF WAS OFFERED UP I ! 

And who will contend for a moment that on that occasion, 
the bread and the wine were changed into the real body 
and blood of Him who administered the rite ? Or that, 
contrary to the plain evidence of their bodily senses, the 
real body and blood of Christ were then "verily and 
indeed taken and received " by tlie Apostles ? And if 
not so changed, on that occasion, what an absurdity must 
it be to suppose such a transubstantiation ever after ! 
And to argue that in denying its truth, you deny the 
plain, positive, and reiterated assertion of our Lord him- 
self, is about the very weakest of the arguments by which 
Romanists uphold this carnal doctrine, which is just as 
reasonable as to maintain that Christ is a door, because 
he said, " I am the door." In this way, any doctrine, 
however ridiculous, that may be gathered from the figu- 
rative and metaphorical language of sacred Scripture, may 
be supported. 

Well may we stand amazed that such a multitude of 
the human race, consisting not merely of the lowest grades 
of society, brought up in ignorance ; but also of men 
well educated, and of the very first ability, should have 
)ecome the dupes of such senseless tenets, even to the 
•onfident resting of their hopes of salvation upon their 
ruth. But what is man, even in his best estate, and 
?ith the highest attainments,* without the light and 

* '* What is the cause that men of learning and talent, with 
heir airy theories of ' science falsely so called,' involve themselves 

I 
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teaching of the Holy Spirit? Here we have one of the 
strongest proofs of the natural bondage of the human 
mind to superstition — strengthened and confirmed by 
traditionary usage — and alas, I fear, fostered amongst 
ourselves by the neglect of a proper explanation of the 
figurative language adopted in the services of the Church, 
the spiritual and mystical sense of which, is very seldom 
understood, and too frequently misinterpreted and mis- 
applied. 

It may be questioned then, whether the generality of 
Protestants are much behind the Romanists in this respect. 
Although they see the foUy and absurdity of the doctrine 
of transubstantiation, yet they find it very difficult to 
divest themselves wholly of such undefinable feelings of 
awe and trembling, as commonly attend the act of par- 
taking of these memorials and emblems of the death of 
Christ. And it is the operation of these non-descript, 
mysterious, and superstitious feelings, so natural and so 
common, that gives such great advantage to the advocates 
of Popish views upon this subject — the minds of men 
being thus predisposed to receive them. Probably it was 
in part at least, amongst other reasons, the same feeling, 
unconsciously operating upon the mind — ^for I believe the 
best of men are not wholly free from their influence — 
that induced Cranmer, and the rest of our leading re- 
formers, to retain those figures of language, then common, 
and better understood, that we find in our Catechism and 
Sacramental services. 

m 

and others in so many impious opinions and superstitious prac- 
tices ? Simply this, they are not humble enough to bqw to the 
plenitude of Divine wisdom and knowledge in Christ." — ^Bishop 
Wilson. Exp. Col. p. 166. See also Appendix D. 
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• Let it not be thought, however, that the objections 
intimated to the use of such figurative expressions as 
firequently occur in our Church Services, imply, in any 
d^;ree, an objection to the doctrines couched under those 
terms, and thereby intended to be set forth : for these, 
when properly understood, are all scriptural, and perfectly 
consistent with the pure Gospel of Christ. There is not 
a single phrase, or expression, in our Common Prayer 
Book, against which any objection can lie, when duly 
understood, if tested by an impartial reference to the 
word of God. It is the ignorance and misconception of 
their proper meaning that misleads, and upon this ground 
only are they objectionable : and if an alteration, where 
needed, could be safely entrusted to the Church at large, 
in these days of declension from the purity of our faith, 
no doubt a great improvement would be eftected. But 
here lies the danger of meddling with our common 
prayers: and under existing circumstances, it were far 
better to leave things as they arc, than to risk the danger 
of placing an authorized stamp upon such views as are 
entertained by the Bishop of Exeter, and those who accord 
with him. The evil tendency of these imperfections (and 
there are spots in the Sun !) may be much counteracted 
by the careful and scriptural instruction by the clergy in 
their schools and pulpits ; and we have great reason to be 
thankful that orthodox and evangelical clergymen are 
rapidly multiplying, and that their influence, amidst the 
noise and clamour of the popish party, is daily extending 
over the public mind. Their quiet, peaceable, holy, 
retiring and unobtrusive practice, their consistent conduct, 
their faithful delivery of their Lord's message to a fallen 
world, together with their zeal and activity in their res- 

I 2 
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pective parishes — contrasted with the nonsensical novelties 
and popish mummeries of the Tractarians, and the fruits 
resulting therefrom, in the actual departure to Eomanism 
of some, yea many, of their leaders and abettors, have 
opened the eyes of the public, and afford a plain evidence 
of the incongruity of their views and practice, with the 
real and scriptural doctrines of our Evangelical Church, 
and its simple forms of worship. We may therefore hope, 
notwithstanding the imperfections of this nature in our 
services, that more real good will be done by the zeal and 
faithfulness of the Evangelical clergy, than by any changes, 
however desirable in themselves, that might be made ; 
and if made in the present excited spirit of the high-/oir- 
church, might be made for the worse. Though improv- 
able, there are no expressions in the Prayer Book a con- 
scientious man may not, ex animo, subscribe, notwithstand- 
ing the erroneous tendency they may have, when perverted, 
to foster the spirit of carnalizing the Sacraments, in the 
minds of the ignorant and superstitious. 

There is scarcely any subject upon which the mind 
more readily yields its assent to a carnal view of things, 
or is more prepared to do so, than this. The symbolical 
and figurative language of Scripture itself, is readily 
brought to bear upon the erroneous notions now so pre- 
valent. It is no wonder then, when this combined 
power is simultaneously applied to the enforcement of 
such errors, the feeble mind of youth should give way ; 
and, as it advances in years, should become confirmed in 
them. But this shews the great importance and necessity 
of well fortifying the youthful mind by clear and Scrip- 
tural views upon this, as upon other points of difference 
from that apostate Church against whose errors we na- 
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tionally protest, and hence, as an ecclesiastical body, de- 
rive our designation of Protestant, 

Upon this subject, it is much to be regretted, that so 
little has been said by our modem divines. Much in- 
struction indeed may be derived from such works as 
** Edward's on the Affections ; " and if such were duly 
digested, much of this evil propensity would be corrected. 
But unfortunately, such abstruse and metaphysical writers 
are now seldom consulted; and although the popish 
mania, now prevalent, requires the strongest antidotes of 
this nature, our older divines are suffered to sink into ob- 
livion, and none arise to supply their place, suited to 
counteract the prevailing errors of the day. There are 
many elaborate works indeed that would answer the pur- 
pose to the studious and learned reader, though ill-suited 
to ordinary capacities, and the uninformed minds of youth. 
But it is surprising that in these times of tract-writing, 
and extensive tract- dispersion, amongst the multitude of 
productions from the press bearing upon the prevailing 
departure from the truth and simplicity of the Gospel, no 
champion should have been found to attack, in a popular 
style, the common foe, by striking at the very root of 
all the semi-popery that abounds in the Church. We 
seem still to want a sort of popular work upon this sub- 
ject that will find its way into every family, and command 
the attention and respect of all reasonable persons, in 
clearly exposing the superstitious nature and tendency of 
this infirmity of our nature. In treating very largely 
upon the Sacrament of the Lord's propitiatory sacrifice, 
our modem divines say but little comparatively of the 
liability of Protestants falling practically into the errors of 
Papists in this respect — clear as the proof of such tendency 
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is, in the actual apostacy of Mr. Newman and a hundred 
others.* On the contrary, their writings too often en- 
courage them, though undesignedly. They seem not suf- 
ficiently to have probed and exposed this natural propen- 
sity ; or sufficiently to have marked the difference between 
the views and feelings which are agreeable to God's word, 
and the genuine result of the divine operations of the 
Holy Spirit ; — and those which derive no sanction from 

* See the list in the Record of the 12th September, 1850, to 
which may be added the revered name of a Wilberforce, brother 
of the Bishop of Oxford, and the Vicar of East Farleigh, Kent, 
with several others, who have since apostatized from the true 
faith. The increasing number of such instances has alarmed the 
so called high-church party, who, in consequence, find it needful 
to disavow all sympathy with Romanism. (See Dr. Hook's Letter 
to the Secretaries of the York Church Union. Vicarage, Leeds, 
October 3, 1850.) It may be asserted, beyond doubt, that not 
one of those who have left our Church, and joined the Roman 
Apostacy, ever dreamt, in the outset of their career, of being 
ultimately led to Rome : and true as the general principle — the 
Church principle — of Dr. Hook's Letter may be in the abstract, 
yet it will be found practically in the issue, when carried forward 
by young and injudicious divines, to lead to the same end. All 
such exclusive principles, I conceive, have no warranty from the 
word of God, and never can be adopted without injury to the 
cause they are meant to serve. In fact, the principle here ad- 
vocated for the Church of England, is the very same as that 
which is urged by the Church of Rome, and upon which that 
corrupt system is built. It is therefore no wonder, that those 
who embrace it with tenacity, should ultimately find themselves 
landed in the bosom of Rome, however much, in the outset, they 
may repudiate her obliquities. ** Church " — the Church of Eng- 
land — ** et praterea nihU" is a maxim very nearly allied, if not 
identically the same, as the Romish dogma — ** there is no salva- 
tion out of the Church." " Factum esse scelus loquuntur, faciunt 
que." 
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the word of God, and are the mere eflFusions of human 
infinnity. — And perhaps, amongst other reasons for this 
omission, one is, that we are all, more or less, affected by 
this disease of our fallen nature. The Christian Church 
therefore, seem all agreed, if not to foster these spurious 
feelings, yet not to repudiate them ; and they see no evil 
in allowing the unenlightened to ascribe them all to the 
agency of the Holy Spirit. They are so congenial to our 
depraved nature, and have so much the semblance of 
real piety, that few writers are found bold enough to ex- 
pose their deceitfulness, lest they should be thought to 
entertain views at variance with all Christendom. And 
besides, these delusive feelings, which properly belong to 
the ascetic class, are so subtle and intricate in their work- 
ings and windings, that it is not very easy to trace them 
clearly to their source, or to separate and distinguish them 
from the genuine work of divine grace, so as to satisfy 
the honest and candid enquirer. The feelings of humble, 
grateful adoration, called into exercise by the Spirit of 
God, are of such a sublime and spiritual natm-e, that 
Satan is always on the watch to counterfeit them. Trans- 
forming himself therefore into an angel of light, and ex- 
citing in the mind of his vassals feelings so charming 
and specious, he can the more readily enchain his captives, 
and persuade them that these are the infallible evidence 
of their being ** the elect of God." But the true test of 
their origin, lies in their effects. ** That which comes 
from God," it has been tritely and truly observed, '* leads 
to God." But it is commonly found that those who most 
revel in these counterfeits, are men of the world — ^men, 
whose chief happiness is derived from pleasure, carnal 
delights, worldly honours and distinctions, or in self- 
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complacency ; and not in rich and sweet coxnmnnion with 
God in secret, in extending the Bedeemer's kingdom, 
in striving to do honour to his cause, in promoting his 
glory, and in love of the brethren. They delight in the 
fascinating pomp and ceremony of the outward forms 
of religion, like the Pharisees of old ; whilst they are 
strangers to pure and spiritual communion with Grod in 
private. The metaphysical nicety of distinction required 
to be clearly marked between real and fictitious, between 
genuine and counterfeit, between spiritual and carnal, 
between divine and satanic, feelings, may perhaps have 
operated to deter many of our divines from the difficult 
and perplexing task of attempting this important object, 
with any hope of satisfying unlearned and youthful 
readers. But it is surely desirable that the attempt 
should be made, whatever difficulties may surround it. 
It requires, doubtless, to be thoroughly sifted; and if 
duly developed, and made intelligible to common under- 
standings, and widely circulated in a cheap and popular 
form, a very ** heavy blow and great discouragement," 
would be struck at the very root of Popery, and its 
kindred Tractarianism, connected together as they are 
with this spurious affection of our fallen nature. The op- 
ponents to the simplicity that is in Christ, would thereby 
be assaulted in their most formidable stronghold, and 
be deprived, in great measure, of the ground upon which 
they now stand so firmly. The youthful mind too, 
would be better armed to withstand the influence of so 
corrupt a system as is now so generally countenanced, 
but which is very far removed from that pure, and simple 
and heavenly spirit which forms the glory and excellence 
of vital Christianity.* 
• Bishop Wilson, in writing upon "The increase of God," 
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It is time, however, we should proceed with our review. 
But we may close our remarks upon the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, with almost the concluding words of the Apos- 
tle : — ** Be not carried away with divers and strange doc- 
trines." " We have an altar, whereof they have 

no right (power *) to eat, which serve the tabernacle." 

Col. ii. 19, amongst other very valuable remarks, observes : 
" There is also a fleshly and carnal increase of a more insidious 
character, from an imaginative, instrumental kind of religion ; 
the combined effects of music, drawing, incense, architecture, 
history, poetry, which the natural man, conscious of an impres- 
sion from these things, mistakes for the works of the Spirit. 
But this is not the increase of God, but the mere inflation of 
ignorance and pride. All real, proportionate, solid, abiding, 
spiritual growth in grace is stopped ; and a worldly, carnal, dead 
profession, is aU that remains." 

* Heb. xiii» 10. compared with John i. 12. See the Greek. 

The Author has in contemplation to publish a volume of 
sermons, which, if he should be permitted to fulfil his purpose, 
will include one upon this passage, in which the privileges pecu- 
liar to the true Christian will be expounded. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

12. We come now to the Epistle of St. James. 

This Epistle does not seem to advert to precisely the 
same errors as those of which St. Paul complains. Still 
we have here abundant proof of the prevalence of the 
same propensity to corrupt the simplicity that is in Christ, 
although manifesting itself in a very different way. Those 
of whom St, Paul complains, were generally such as 
superseded the righteousness of Christ by the substitu- 
tion of human devices ; or corrupted the Gospel by an 
admixture of human inventions and superstitious cere- 
monies, or Jewish ordinances, as the joint ground of justi- 
fication. But St, James ^lad to deal with an antinomian 
spirit, which threw off all restraint, and perverted the 
Gospel, by teaching that the doctrines of grace, which 
formed its peculiar feature, released its professors from 
all obligations to holiness. Young people should there- 
fore be reminded — and it is to them these observations 
are principally addressed, the subject being thoroughly 
understood by every well-read student of divinity — ^that 
what St. James says about being '* justified by works, 
and not by faith only," is not at all inconsistent with St. 
Paul's statement upon the doctrine of Justification " by 
faith only ; " notwithstanding the expressions they use 



^ 
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respectively, when detached from their connexion, are di- 
rectly opposed to each other. 

St. Paul speaks of our justification before God in the 
great day of final judgment, which can never be in any 
manner or measure, in whole or in part, by the merit of 
our own righteousnesses, however nearly they may ap* 
parently approach to perfection itself: for even upon this 
supposition, they are but as " filthy rags " in God's sight, 
as the Scriptures testify ; but only by the imputation of 
the spotless righteousness of Christ by faith. St. James 
is here speaking of one, or all of three very different 
things ; viz., the evidence of our faith ; or the approval 
by God of our sincerity and integrity whilst here below 
in a state of probation ; or the approbation of our feUow- 
christians. In other words, St. James is treating of the 
proof of the genuineness of our faith, which he states to 
be the production of good works : St. Paul treats of the 
abstract doctrine of final justification, which he states to 
be by faith only. Keeping in view then these distinct 
objects of the two Apostles, there will be found no real 
discrepancy in their statements, but a perfect harmony, 
notwithstanding the similarity of phrase used by each in 
apparent opposition. 

St. James probably found many in his day, as in our 
own, disposed to abuse the true doctrine of justification 
by feith only, by indulging an antinomian spirit wholly 
opposed to the spirit of the Gospel, and entirely sub- 
versive of its main design, and who said " let us sin that 
grace may abound." He therefore felt it necessary, in 
order to counteract this abuse, to speak very strongly 
upon the subject, notwithstanding its apparent opposition 
to that fundamental doctrine of the Gx)spel — ** justifica- 
tion by faith only.*' 
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A stronger proof can hardly be adduced of the pro- 
pensity of the human mind to ** corrupt the simplicity 
that is in Christ." 

Indeed, it is the propensity to depend on our own 
imaginary good works, that lies at the foundation of all 
our errors, whether Popish, Tractarian, or Pharisaical : 
this is the root and source of them all. And hence we 
find that the Epistle of St. James is uniformly appealed 
to, with confident assurance, by those who, secretly or 
openly, hate the doctrine oifree grace as the only ground 
of our justification in the final day of account ; and who 
embrace and support those fatal notions, so natural and 
so common, that the pardon of sin, and our final accept- 
ance with God, depend upon our own merits and doings ; 
and that the power to perform such meritorious services, 
is either naturally possessed, or imparted to all who are 
baptized. Instead of regarding good works as the/rtiif 
and evidence of a state of justification, they are made the 
meritorious cause of it : instead of a constant, practical, 
and feeling dependence upon the aid of the Holy Spirit, 
(though perhaps theoretically admitted,) such persons 
entertain no mean opinion of their own powers^ and rely 
upon their own ability to walk uprightly before God, and 
to fulfil his will. 

The consequences of this haughty spirit are these ; viz. 
a proud Pharisaical conceit of their own moral excellence ; 
a virtual rejection of our Lord's atonement ; a want of 
a grateful sense of obligation to Him — a total absence of 
the " constraining " force of his love, as the grand motive 
to holiness ; and a profound contempt of those who pro- 
fess and feel their own unworthiness, and their entire 
dependence on Him alone, for all they hope for, in time 
or eternity. 
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CHAPTEB XIII. 

13. The next in order of the sacred Epistles to be 
considered, are those of the Apostle Peter. 

In the first of these, we meet with but little direct 
allusion to the errors by which the simplicity of divine 
truth was corrupted in the earliest period of the Church. 
Yet the Apostle deems it needful to remind the scattered 
professors of the Gospel, of " the vanity of that conver- 
sation" (chap. i. 18.) — of those customary rites and 
ceremonies — ** which they received by tradition from their 
fathers ; " and from which they were now delivered by 
the free grace of Grod, who had " redeemed them by the 
precious blood of Christ.** 

This caution against the " vain conversation " of tradi- 
tionary rites, ought to put us on our guard against the- 
danger of being again entangled in " the yoke of bond-.j 
age'* to such superstitious and vain observanOM^s were- J 
practised by our progenitors, and are inc 
modem corrupters of om: holy religion. 

In the 23rd verse of the first chapter 
the Apostle distinctly states, both negatii 
tively, the means by which a new bii 
" Being bom again,'* negatively, " not of ^ 
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but," positively, " of incorruptible " — ^viz., " by the word 
of God." 

Now whatever virtue may be considered by some, as 
necessarily attaching to the baptismal rite, it is plain that 
St. Peter, in accordance with St. John, (i. 13,) here 
ascribes the new birth to the regenerating power of " the 
word of God," applied to the soul by the Holy Spirit, 
and not to baptism. " Our Church," says Archbishop 
Sumner, " considers baptism as conveying regeneration" 
But in what sense " conveying ? " Surely not necessarily, 
positively, absolutely, and invariably, imparting a new 
nature, by virtue of its own inherent power, as the 
Tractarians would have us believe ; but instrumentally, 
and merely as the divinely appointed external rite, the 
figure, or sign, of the promised internal blessing to " those 
who receive it rightly"*. No doubt this is what the 
Archbishop means. 

* They who would taunt the Archbishop with contradictory 
statements in the body of his " Apostolical preaching " compared 
with the Preface to the last Edition, only show the obtuseness of 
their comprehension. It is the same blindness of '' the natural 
man who receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God," and to 
whom they must ever appear " foolishness," that puts the Articles 
of the Church in opposition to the liturgical and baptismal services, 
— and the Apostles St. Paul and St. James in opposition, on the 
doctrine of Justification. In all these cases, the discrepancy is 
not real, but imaginary. It would be well if such as force them 
into apparent opposition, contrary to the mind of their authors, 
would study to harmonize them, and represent them as they were 
designed to be understood. They must be certain that the Scrip- 
tures contain no inconsistency ; and they may be equally sure 
such writers as the Archbishop, if allowed to interpret their own 
statements, and to put their own construction upon their own 
words, would not fail to point out their harmony. Such captious 
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As, however, we have akeady considered this subject, 
we need not here pursue it further than to notice this 
additional proof of the universal propensity to depart 
from the simplicity of Christ, which it is the main object 
of this Essay to expose, that youthful minds may be pre- 
served from its influence. 

But in St. Peter's 2nd Epistle he is more explicit upon 
the subject under review : and we should remember that, 
as these Epistles were addressed to all the Churches, 
" scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia 
and Bithynia," so the dangers to which he refers, were 
common to them all, without exception. 

Now he warns them expressly against the influence of 
^^ false teachers " that would arise similar to the " false 
prophets in old time," when " holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghost." " But there were 
false prophets," he says, " also among the people, even 
as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily 
shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord 
who bought them, and bring upon themselves swift des- 
truction." Here is a very awful prediction of the evil 
propensity in question leading to a destructi?6 departure 
from the truth and simplicity of the G( 
recorded for our instruction and wamiiig.., 
exactly and fearfully has it been fulfilled I 
only in earlier times, by the various h< 
abounded in all ages of the 
times. The errors of the 
precisely the same as those 

readers therefore, would do 
own vision, before they pi 
either the word of God, or tbt 
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the earliest days of Christianity; nor may their consequences, 
in aU respects, be exactly the same. And yet we know, 
from the testimony of Paul himself, that the spirit of 
Popery was then in embryo. (2 Thess. ii. 7.) They who 
have departed from the simplicity of the Gospel in our own 
Church, do not so directly " deny the Lord that bought 
them ; " but they indirectly and virtually deny the full 
efficacy of his atonement, and the sufficiency of his Righ- 
teousness as our title to heaven, when sacraments and 
penances are substituted for the former ; and *' bodily 
exercise " is made the necessary adjunct to perfect the 
latter. These, though not obviously so gross, as the 
heresies complained of by the Apostle, are quite as 
destructive, and therefore equally to be shunned. And 
this the rather, from the amazing extent to which the evil 
has already reached, and is still spreading its banefrd 
consequences. But we need not be surprised at this : it 
is no other than what the Apostle forewarned us of. 
For he immediately adds, " And many shall follow their 
pernicious ways, by reason of whom the way of truth 
shall be evil spoken of." And how literally has this evil 
speaking against the way of truth, and against all its 
faithful advocates, not excepting even the very Primates 
of the Church, been verified, of late, by the supporters 
of that ** pernicious " system that would assimilate us 
to "the Man of Sin" and "the Mother of Harlots." 
This is clear to all men of enlightened minds, though 
many, from false feelings of respect to the high office of 
some who hold such errors, are backward to acknowledge, 
and openly to avow it. The application, indeed, of the 
Apostle's words to the Eomanists, and to those who 
encourage them and side with their views, is imquestion- 
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able ; for though, as we have said, they do not literally 
*' deny the Lord that bought them," and would all shudder 
at the very thought of it ; yet, it is plain to others, that 
they do so virtually, though unconsciously, by adopting 
the false, but fundamental, principles of the Koman 
Catholics. 

But the errors in faith and practice of the present day, 
are not the first steps in the series of departure from the 
*' truth as it is in Jesus ; *' but the near approach to that 
apostacy to the Roman antichrist, into which so many of 
the " followers of their pernicious ways " have actually 
and recently been plunged. Let us all beware then of 
the dangers to which we are now exposed. Whatever 
" great swelling words of vanity *' may be employed to 
allure those that were " clean escaped from those who live 
in error," and whatever Jesuitical devices may be resorted 
to, let us be well upon our guard against every insidious 
machination of Satan and his agents, by which, in all 
ages of the Church, they have sought to corrupt and per- 
vert the truth, and to " draw away disciples after them." 
Let us especially beware how we " wrest the scriptures to 
our own destruction." Let us never yield to the artful 
solicitations of false pretenders to orthodoxy, who derive 
their sentiments from traditionary records, and the musty 
folios of the ancient fathers.* Vainly do they boast of 

* It is not meant by this language to discourage the study of 
ancient authors, but only to put the youthful student in^ 
that the opinions of uninspired men, however ancient 
and pious in their way, are not to be made the sta 
and righteousness ; and that there is great danger of 
error, by adopting their sentiments, unless plainly 
the word of God. 

K 
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their Apostolic authority, by reason of a supposed succes- 
sion through the puddle of the dark and middle ages of 
the Eoman Church. If they " have not the spirit of 
Christ,*' which no such connexion can possibly ensure, 
they are none of his ; " — ^and if, as Ministers of our 
sanctuary, they adulterate the Gospel, which they are 
bound by every consideration to preserve and propagate 
in all its purity and integrity, without " reserve,'^ they are 
in the utmost danger of bringing upon themselves, as weU 
as upon those who " follow their pernicious ways," " swift 
destruction." Let all then beware, lest they also, being 
led away loith the error of the wicked, fall from their own 
steadfastness;'* as the Apostle enjoins, in the close of 
this Epistle. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

14. The next of the Sacred writings of the Apostles 
to be considered, are those of the thbee Epistles of 
St. John. 

Two of these were written to pious individuals ; and 
being very concise, we coidd hardly expect to find any 
thing bearing upon our subject. Yet even here also, as 
we shall presently see, the same propensity to corrupt the 
truth, and to depart from the faith of Christ, is clearly 
stated, and strongly animadverted upon. 

I . In the first of these Epistles, St. John again and 
again adverts to this subject. •* Little children," he says, 
'* it is the last time : and as ye have heard that antichrist 
shall come, even now are there many antichrists." In 
explaining what he means by " antichrists^^ he specifies 
but one out of the " manyy^ viz., those who deny that 
** Jesus is the Christ ; " or those who " deny the Father 
and the Son : for whosoever denieth the Son, the same 
hath not the Father." Ai'c we then to understand that 
Infidels, Atheists, and Deists, are the only antichrista ? 
It must surely be admitted, that every departure; 
true faith of Christ, and every adulteration of 
of the '* many " instances of an antichristian 

K 2 
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therefore one of the *' many " specimens of antichrist. 
And although in St. John's time, the denial of Christ as 
the promised Messiah, and the Son of God, and the re- 
jection of his divinity, were the prevailing heresies of the 
day — the special manner in which the spirit of antichrist 
shewed itself, — ^yet the very same spirit, the very same 
propensity, generating similar departures from the truth, 
which in their nature and tendency, if not in degree, par- 
take of the same antichristian qualities, as branches 
springing from the same stem, must be equally included 
in the Apostle's censure. We are therefore warranted in 
applying his caution against antichrist as it then manifested 
itself, to every particular form of antichrist which may 
be assumed at any period ; and consequently to the errors 
and corruptions of the present time. ** These things 
have I written unto you,'* he says, " concerning them 
that seduce you." And what Protestant is there, except 
the followers of Dr. Pusey and the Bishop of Exeter, 
that does not know and believe that Popery is Antichrist P 
or who is ignorant of the modem " seductions " of some 
of the very ministers of our Church, who have recently 
abandoned the Protestant faith of our "National Es- 
tablishment," and gone over to the Eoman Antichrist ? 
"What other epithet will so fitly apply to that party, <w 
more appropriately describe their spirit, and the means 
they have always so dishonestly resorted to,* in the pro- 

* An Editor of a Newspaper, for example, himself disposed to 
go more than half way to Rome» writing anonymously in his own 
paper and propagating his own Popish views ; and after denying 
to his opponents the same advantage, apologizing in a leading 
article for his Protestant Romanism ! and recommending his 
readers to adopt his views — ^to stop where he stops — and not to go 
all the way to Rome after the example of his clerical instructor 1 
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pagation of their delusive errors, and in the prosecution 
of those Jesuitical themes, by which they endeavour to 
" draw away disciples after them," and to " seduce " the 
youth of our Universities ? 

How needful then is it that we should attend to the 
Apostle's injunction " not to believe every spirit " — nor 
hastily to embrace every novel doctrine, nor to adopt every 
antiquated, obsolete practice, even though it come recom- 
mended to us by the specious pretext of primitive usage, 
and supported, it may be, by ancient ecclesiastical imposi- 
tion ! " But let us try the spirits, whether they are of 
God." Let us try them, not by himian opinions, nor by 
the indeterminate criterion of tradition, and the erring 
dogmas of fallible men, be they who they may ; but by 
the infallible standard of truth and holiness — the word of 
God"* " If they speak not according to this, it is be- 
cause there is no light in them." If they will not stand 
this test, let them be regarded with suspicion : and if 
plainly opposed to the word of God, let them be rejected 
with holy indignation. Or, under any circumstances, and 
by whomsoever sanctioned, let them be held with a loose 
hand, as matters of comparative indifference, unless they 
form part of a system which debases the purity and ex- 
cellence of vital Christianity. In such a case, although 
innocent in themselves, they no longer remain matters of 
indifference, but ought to be shunned and avoided, as 
much as things positively forbidden, by all who have 

• The youthful student of divinity should carefully and con- 
stantly adhere to this rule ; and not allow himself to embrace any 
doctrine supported solely by uninspired writings, as intimated in 
the 6th Article of our Church, respecting such as are derived 
from the Apocrypha. 
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any concern for the honor of God, and the salvation of 
souls. 

And if the reason assigned by St. John for such cau- 
tion, had any force in it in his day, and under the circum- 
stances which then existed ; with how much greater force 
will that same reason apply to the actual state of things 
at the present time ! And what was that reason ? What 
was the argument by which the Apostle enforced the cau- 
tion " not to believe every spirit, but to try the spirits, 
whether they are of God?" It was this: ^^ Because 
many false prophets are gone out into the world/* And 
is it not so now } Do not false prophets now abound 
more than was ever known before ? In point of number, 
compared with those in the time of St. John, they may 
perhaps be computed in the ratio of a hundred to one — 
and possibly I might have said with equal truth, in the 
ratio of a thousand to one. It should seem as if a lying 
spirit, or rather legions of them, had been let loose from 
beneath, and spread a moral pestilence throughout the 
country. Where can we plant a foot in this professedly 
Protestant land, that the mania has not reached, and 
more or less affected ? The leaven of Popery has spread 
its baleful influence far and wide, and left but here and 
there some favored spot that has hitherto escaped. It 
threatens, moreover, speedily to " leaven the whole lump." 
Almost the whole body of the Church seems more or less 
tainted, the despised evangelical party alone excepted, 
who, still stand firm and immovable. And may the Lord 
preserve and keep them so ! * Popery in dl its anti- 

* The youthful curate should therefore be very careful not to 
connect himself in auy way, or for any consideration whatever, 
with men of this stamp and character, whether they be " Honor- 
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christian forms and shades, is now befriended by professing 
Protestants beyond all former times since those of the 
glorious Eeformation. Indications, too palpable to be 
mistaken, of its universal dominance, for a season, not- 
withstanding we have now two faithful prelates at the 
head of the Episcopal Bench, blessed be Gk)d ! — and fear- 
ful premonitions of the Ichabod of our truly Evangelical 
Church are so evidently manifest on every side^ that the 
period seems dose at hand, when the prophecy shall be 
Mfilled that for " three days and a half, the dead bodies 
of the faithful shall lie in the street of the great city." 
Bev. xi. 9. 

The pious and learned Commentator, Mr. Scott, whom 
the Bishop of Exeter regards with so much contempt, 
has given it as his opinion — ^and no man was ever more 
capable and cautious in forming a correct opinion — that 
sooner or later. Popery will again rear its hydra head, and 
prevail throughout this country ; and that theriy possess- 
ing the power, its inherent intolerance and murderous 
spirit of persecution, will revive, if not to the extinction, 
at least, to the silencing of the faithful witnesses of Christ, 
for a short period — (prophetically three and a half days) 
throughout the entire western Church, of which the Church 
of England forms a part. This opinion of Mr. Scott, is 
founded amongst others, upon the prediction that *' The 
Beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit, shall 
make war against them, and shall overcome them and 
kill them." "The witnesses," he says, " are not indeed 

ables " or " Lords " by inheritance, under the specious hope of 
eventually obtaining preferment through their interest. And I 
would especially advise them to stand aloof from the diocese of 
Exeter. 
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at present (1810) ''exposed to such terrible sufferings as 
in former times : but these scenes will pbobablt 

BE KE-ACTED AGAIN BEPOKE LONG." 

More than /orfy years have now elapsed since this ap- 
palling sentence was penned by this eminently cautious 
and judicious writer : — many years therefore before the 
sect of Tractarians sprung up ; and about twenty years 
before the Eoman Catholic Emancipation Act was passed ! 

" It likewise appears," Mr. Scott proceeds to say, 
" from the prediction, that the temporary victory of the 
enemy over the truth, will be so entire over the western 
Church, that there will be scarcely any open profession or 
preaching of the true Gospel, or steady opposition to the 
prevailing antichristianity in all that part of the world : so 
that the different nations of Europe, and others as con- 
nected with them, will have nothing to do but to con- 
template and insult over the dead bodies of the witnesses, 
which they will not suffer to be buried." 

These are fearful prognostications of coming and near- 
approaching events. If more than forty years ago, when 
the very names of Dr. Pusey and Dr. Philpots were 
scarcely known beyond the sphere of their respective lo- 
calities, it could be said with any truth, and said by one 
of the most sober-minded divines that ever lived — that 
" BEFOBE LONG ! these scenes will probably be re-actedy'* 
— what may we not now expect when the brazen front of 
Popery is so encouraged, and so many of the clerical sons 
of our Church, are fondly embradng that Mothee op 

HARLOTS, AND ABOMINATIONS OP THE EARTH ! (See 

Appendix F.) 

The prevalence of the spirit of Popery — ^the coim- 
tenance it receives to a considerable extent, from some of 
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the higher quarters both in Church and State, and from 
the altered constitution of the legislature ; together with 
the systematic training in all the fopperies of " the Beast " 
of the rising generation in some of the nurseries of our 
youth — ^none of which things could have been foreseen by 
Mr. Scott in 1810 — seem too plainly to indicate the very 
near approach of this awful catastrophe. But as, perhaps, 
many of my readers will be slow to believe this upon the 
bare testimony of an obscure individual, unsupported by 
other statements ; and perhaps will be ready to draw the 
contrary inference, from the aspect of the present times, 
both in and out of the Church ; it may be advisable to 
add here, one or more short quotations from the same 
author. 

Mr. Scott proceeds to say, in reply to the supposed 
objection to his views, which he then anticipated, as to 
the probability of this catastrophe being even then, very 
near at hand — (and what would he have said had he lived 
to witness the present state of things in the diocese of 
Exeter, and elsewhere ; or the spirit of the Metropolitan 
and other Church Unions ?) — ^he proceeds to say, " In 
what way the accomplishment will take place, the event 
will shew ; and it is in vain to argue against the proba- 
bility of it ; for the dispensations of providence commonly 
subvert all our preconceptions of probability.'* * 

♦ How true this remark is, every attentive observer of recent 
events (1849) on the Continent, and especially of the downfall 
of the Pope as a temporal prince, must acknowledge. Who but 
a Fleming could have imagined two years before, that such 
events in providence could possibly take place ? And what but 
the direct interposition of Grod, is to prevent the speedy ftilfil- 
ment of the prophecy we have referred to f Although determined 
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Be it observed, however, that for the fulfilment of this 
prophecy, it is not necessary that Popery, in all its hideous 
forms, should again become the established religion of 
this country. The universal spread of the spirit of Popery 
is sufficient for this purpose. Mr. Scott, very judiciously 
observes, just previously to the foregoing quotation, and 
immediately in connection with it, (Rev. xi. 7 — 12.) 
"Present appearances indeed" (alluding to the state of 
things at the commencement of this century, when the 
first edition of his Commentary was published) " favour 
the opinion that this general aud successful war of the 
Beast against the witnesses of Christ, wiU be conducted 
under another form and other pretences, and perhaps by 
other instruments and means, than former assaults have 
been. Papal persecutors, were often concealed Infidels ; 
and Infidels concealed under any other mask, and so op- 
posing vital Christianity within the same district, may 
perhaps equally answer to the prediction : for the pecu- 
liar opinions of this antichristian power, are not here 
specified, and the Apostle elsewhere speaks of Antichrist, 
as one who opposes the doctrine, the authority, or glory 
of Christ. The prevalence of Infidelity in different forms 
throughout Europe, and the zeal with which principles of 
that tendency, are every where propagated, when con- 
trasted with the declining state of Popish superstition, 
render it not very improbable that the Beast may change 

infallibly by the decree of heaven, yet are its agents and fiirtherers 
fearfully responsible : and its near approach should induce a 
jealous care over our own minds lest, by any means, we should 
be beguiled to aid and abet the devices of that " Beast which 
ascendeth out of the bottomless pit," and is doomed to des- 
truction. 
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his ground and method of attack, before he thus prevails 
against the witnesses ; for that time approacheth'' 

Now I am inclined to think, that if this Author had 
lived to see what is now going on in the Church in diffe- 
rent parts of the kingdom, and throughout the greater 
portion of our colonies — the extensive spread of doctrines 
and forms of worship closely assimilated to those of Rome, 
he would not have confined his views to " Infidels : " 
for the present opponents of evangelical truth, are not 
Infidels, but Popish — ^if not yet persecuting — ^formalists ; 
and perhaps, more likely than avowed Infidels, successfully, 
to oppose vital Christianity. The treachery of pretended 
friends, is more to be dreaded, than the open hostility of 
avowed enemies. And there can be no doubt, if once this 
Popish sect should become the dominant party, which 
now they are striving by every possible means to attain, 
the very same spirit which has led the Eoman Catholics 
to put to death many millions of Protestants, would lead 
that party to stop at nothing short of extirpating all the 
faithful witnesses for Christ and his Grospel. And " that 
time approacheth I " Had Mr. S. therefore lived to the 
present day, I think it most probable he would have seen 
something more than the germ of that opposition to 
Christ, in the spirit of the tractarian and high-/ouM3hurch 
party, which is destined to silence the faithful witnesses, 
and to trample upon their dead bodies for " three days 
and a half, in the street of the great city, which spiri- 
tually is called Sodom and Egypt, where our Lord was 
crucified." For Mr. S. interprets "the great city" here 
spoken of, to mean " the professing Church of God as 

possessed by Gentiles " "the countries which 

belonged to the Church of Home " (England unquestion- 
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ably incladed) " when at tlie height of its power, and 
most prosperous in its rage, for 'crucifying our Lord 
afresh ' in his people, were principally or whoUy intended.'* 

2. But to proceed with our review, we may briefly 
notice the Apostle's allusion to the same spirit of anti- 
christ in his Second EpistlCy wherein he repeats, that 
" many deceivers are entered into the world who confess 
not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a 
deceiver and an Antichrist. Look to yourselves that we 
lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we 
receive a full reward. Whosoever transgresseth and 
abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He 
that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the 
Father and the Son. K there come any unto you and 
bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, 
neither bid him God-speed : for he that biddeth him 
God-speed, is partaker of his evil deeds." 

Here the great evil is pointed out, and directions are 
given respecting it. The great evil is, a departure from 
the doctrine of Christ — ^firom the truth and simplicity of 
the fundamental doctrines of Christianity. And when 
inherent righteousness is substituted for the great doctrine 
of the imputed righteousness of Christ by faith, for our 
justification; — ^when outward forms, and genuflexions, 
and the punctilious observance of Saint's days, and " car- 
nal ordinances," and superstitious ceremonies, are substi- 
tuted for vital godliness ; — ^when Baptismal regeneration 
is made to supersede real conversion of the heart to Grod ; 
— ^is all this, to " abide in the doctrine of Christ ? " Is 
it not rather, through the subtlety of Satan, to corrupt 
the mind, and to pervert the doctrine of Christ P 

And what are the directions here given us, in respect 
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to our conduct towards such ? They are these — " nei- 
ther to receive such into our house, nor to wish them 
God-speed ; " that is, to give no countenance or encou- 
ragement whatever to such persons in the propagation of 
their antichristian principles and practice : for if we do, 
we are " partakers of their evil deeds '^ — we are guilty of 
the same sin, and must therefore incur the same condem- 
nation.* Let us beware then how we sanction, by our 
silence or supineness, or by any other means, the errors 
and superstitions of those who favor Popery, and propa- 
gate its deadly tenets. Let us stand aloof from the most 
distant approach to its legality, superstition and idolatry. 
But let us manfully and openly protest against every 
departure, either from the truth and purity of Christian 
doctrine, or from the simplicity and spirituality of Chris- 
tian worship ; and ever study to cultivate that humility, 
and that scriptural holiness which necessarily spring from 
a living, justifying faith, and by which alone we can 
" adorn the doctrine of Gk)d our Saviour in all things." 

3. The last Epistle of St. John, though very short, 
containing only 14 verses, wiU bear strongly upon our 
subject. 

The haughty, overbearing spirit of Diotrephes, who 
"loved to have the pre-eminence," deserves, in these 
times, our special attention, as exactly analogous to that 

* I would here remind the reader of the very warm reception 
Dr. Pusey met with from the Bishop of Exeter, T^hen, for his 
heretical and popish enunciation of the teaching of the Church, 
he was under the ban of expulsion from the pulpit of the Uni- 
versity of Oxford, and when, notwithstanding, the Bishop sanc- 
tioned his preaching in the pulpits of his diocese, and shewed him 
every mark of cordial approbation. (See Appendix F.) 
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check to such intolerant proceedings against helpless 
individuals ! Let us hope at least, that this example will 
prove a caution and a warning to the youthful students of 
our Universities, who are destined to fill the office of 
ministers of the Gospel in the " National Establishment." 
Let them learn from this account of Diotrephes, and its 
close imitation, not to be surprised, when others rise up 
in the Church of a similar spirit, (for human nature is 
the same in all ages) ; and let them take warning not 
themselves to indulge such a spirit, should opportunity 
occur in future life. Let them resolve never to bear " a 
tyrannous sway " over others ; nor to oppose the Gospel 
and the faithful and zealous Ambassadors of our adorable 
Lord, notwithstanding their theological views may not 
entirely accord with their own private opinions. 
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CHAPTER XV. 
15. The last Epistle for our consideration is that of 

JUDE. 

After the usual salutation, the Apostle begins his 
address by expressly referring to the subject under review. 
" Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of 
the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto 
yoQ, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for 
the fedth that was once delivered unto the saints." 

Now such " necessity " could not have existed, had 
there been no actual departure, and no propensity to de- 
part from the true faith. And it is very plain that Jude 
entertained the same godly jealousy over those to whom 
he wrote this Epistle, as the Apostle Paul felt towards 
the Corinthians — arising probably from the same cause 
— " lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve, so 
their minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that 
is in Christ." 

Nothing would be more easy than to enlarge upon this 
exhortation of Jude, " earnestly to contend for the faith," 
and to apply our observations to existing evils in the 
Church. But as we have already said so much upon the 
subject, we need not pursue it further than to remark 

L 
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that this passage not only folly justifies the expo- 
sure of error, even though it be found in a Bishop ; but 
also renders this a positive duty that is to be performed, 
not with timid caution and reserve, fearful of giving 
offence, but with zeal and "earnestness" (as in an 
agony.*) And if, at any time, the zeal and vigour of 
combatants is to be maintained in such a contest, it must 
surely be when an overbearing and deluded Bishop 
would compel his clergy to adopt his private sentiments, 
unsupported by the word of God, and the true standards 
of the doctrines of our Church — and, as it now clearly ap- 
pears, contrary to all law and justice, and the sound opinions 
and advice of two Archbishops. We do but discharge 
an imperious duty therefore, when, in order to impress 
the youthful mind with the utmost abhorrence of the pre- 
vailing errors of the day, so encouraged and supported, 
and to remind him of their contiguity to some of the 
worst features of the Roman Antichrist, we scruple not 
to use, in conformity with this injunction of the Apostle, 
such scriptural terms, however harsh they may sound, as 
may seem calculated to accomplish these purposes. The 
mind of youth, needs to be roused to the danger to which 
it is so fearfully exposed. Absolute silence on such an 
occasion is worse than treason — it is perfidy of the basest 
kind. A mine is carried under the very foundations of 
our Church — the train is laid, and ere long, an explosion 
may be expected that will scatter to the winds, all the 
distinctive marks of a true Christian Church. The faith- 
ful witnesses of Christ — the Evangelical clergy more es- 
pecially, are appointed by divine providence, as the watch- 

^ Such is the force of the Greek, although it does not imply 
any painfulness. 
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men of our Zion — the sentries of our citadel — and are 
they to' sleep upon their post ? Or, seeing the Guy 
Fawkes approach with his lighted dark lantern, ready to 
ignite the train, are they not bound to sound the alarm — 
to " cry aloud and spare not, and to lift up their voice 
like a trumpet," so that it shall be heard far and near, 
and " give no uncertain sound ? " The duty is plain and 
imdeniable. The word of God speaks in terms not to 
be misunderstood, except by wilful disregard. And if 
those who will not see, still perversely maintain their 
errors, and pursue their popish course, it is our part to 
" contend vigorously and earnestly " for the truth, without 
reserve or compromise; and to expose their foUy and 
their errors in such plain and emphatic terms as no one 
can mistake. 



L 2 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

In conclusion, then, there remains but few remarks 
to complete our subject. 

In the first place, we may observe how uniformly the 
propensity to deviate and depart from the simplicity of 
divine truth, is noticed and censured throughout the 
Epistolary part of the New Testament. Out of the 
twenty-one Epistles therein contained, there is but one 
single exception ; and that exception (Philemon) arising 
from its being confined to one special object, wholly 
irrelevant. 

It is true indeed, that the departure from the true 
faith, or the corruption of its simplicity, mentioned and 
reprobated in these Epistles, appeared in different forms, 
more or less gross and ungodly. But whatever form it 
assumed, or with whatever admixture it was adulterated, 
the source was the same ; and every instance is but a 
confirmation of the remark we made in the outset, that 
^idolatry, superstition^ and legality y are all the natural 
productions of the human heart.' These, eradicated or 
subdued, by the effectual operation of divine grace ; and 
the mind eidightened by the Spirit and Word of God ; 
the purity and simplicity of our holy religion are at once 
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perceived, preserved, and maintained. All the cautions 
and exhortations therefore, to which we have referred, 
will apply, with all their primitive force, to the errors, 
both in doctrine and in practice, which at present abound 
amongst ourselves. 

K then, we would be true and faithful in our allegiance 
to our adorable Lord and Master, and to the Church 
whose principles we profess, and which so well accord 
with revealed truth ; it behoves us to examine thoroughly 
our religious views and conduct by the only true and per- 
fect standard of faith and duty — the word of God. This 
is the avowed principle of our Church r and if we would 
be consistent churchmen, and act up to the " high- 
church " and true-church principles we all profess to hold, 
we shall appeal, in all doubtful questions (i. e. doubtful 
to the enquirer) essential to our salvation, neither to this 
nor to that ancient or modern writer of any party — not to 
the word of fallible men — ^but simply and solely to the 
plain testimony of the word of God. And we may rely 
upon it, if that word, without the aid of ancient and 
erring Fathers, or the more uncertain guide of tradition, 
or even our own ecclesiastical and scriptural Articles and 
Canons, does not clearly decide the question, the question 
itself is comparatively of very little moment. In some 
respects indeed it may be. of considerable importance ; 
but as not affecting our eventual salvation, all parties 
may agree to differ upon it, (provided such difference 
does not sanction /a^a/ error,) and regard each other in 
the spirit of brotherly love. Let us then, search our 
hearts, and beg of God to search and try us, and to re- 
veal to us, by the light of his word, and the teaching of 
his good Spirit, the evil propensities of our fallen nature ; 
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lest we should be wholly unconscious of their influence, 
whilst in reality we are entirely under their sway and 
control. 

There is nothing more difficult of attainment, as it has 
often been tritely observed, than the thorough knowledge 
of ourselves. " Ye know not what spirit ye are of^^ was 
the declaration of him, who alone is thoroughly acquainted 
with the heart of man, when he rebuked his disciples, 
who would have extirpated from the earth, by fire from 
heaven, those who did not, and would not, become their 
followers ; and suggests the necessity of extreme caution 
lest we should be carried head-long forward in an evil 
course, when deeply interested in any particular object. 
The evil propensities of our nature hood-wink the mind 
to their actual existence, and the bias they imperceptibly 
command. This accounts for that intolerant, dogmatical 
and contumacious perseverance in an evil course, so re- 
cently exhibited by some of the high-/oip-church party, 
and so disgraceful to our Church, without even suspecting 
for a moment that they are under the influence of Satan, 
and really acting in the true spirit of Antichrist.* 

* The writer of these remarks has been continually reminded 
that he may perhaps have been more influenced by this very 
spirit, than he is himself aware of. Of this, however, he feels 
confident, that his motives are pure and unblamable. He would 
maintain the honor, and the glory of his Divine Lord, which he 
regards as invaded and debased by the errors and unfaithfulness 
of some of his brethren, by counteracthig, as much as in him 
lies, the imminent peril of souls thereby involved. He has no 
bye ends to serve — no temporal object in view — ^no party to up- 
hold, unless it be the faithful servants of Christ — ^no despotic 
Master's favour and patronage to seek — and certainly no desire to 
countenance and fawn upon any pest of the Church — any political 
and ecclesiastical Apostate who would lead his followers to Rome. 
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It behoves us to mourn over the divisions of the Church, 
and the tares that are sown among the wheat, by the 
enemy ; but most of all to deplore the prevailing Popish 
spirit of the times, and the manifest and increasing dis- 
position of a vast number of the clergy to coalesce with 
that greatest of all " the abominations of the earth " — 
** the Master-piece of Satan." With such views and 
feelings, it is impossible entirely to repress and conceal 
our indignation. And it is the duty, in these perilous 
times, I conceive, of every " faithful soldier and servant 
of Christ," to shew his colours — to display the banners 
under which he serves in the Gospel of Christ, and not 
to spare the enemy — that " child of the Devil who ceases 
not to pervert the good ways of the Lord." So did our 
Lord himself — so did the prophets of old — so did the 
Apostles — so did all the primitive Christians, and our 
own Martyrs, who were faithful to their allegiance ; — and 
80 ought every Christian who deserves the name, in every 
age and place, when and where the truth and simplicity 
of the Gospel is invaded. 

And let us not suppose for an instant, that our sincerity 
will ever justify an evil course, or form any valid excuse, 
or in any degree extenuate its guilt. Satan himself is 
most sincere, " The time cometh," says our Lord — it 
has come, and we may soon expect its return, if the power 
of an ecclesiastical Synod is revived — ** when whosoever 
Idlleth you, will think that he doeth God service." Here 
is sincerity justifying the murder of God*s saints ! 1 Be- 
fore, then, we venture upon any novel course, or allow 
ourselves to be guided by statements or insinuations con- 
genial with our natural dispositions and propensities, let 
us be careful to obtain an enlightened conscience — a 
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" sound mind," and a true spiritual discernment, that we 
may know how to approve things that are excellent " in 
the sight of Gt)d, and to distinguish between the shadow 
and the substance of things — between the mere forms 
and figures of divine truth, and their substance and reality. 
Let it be our care to possess " the mind that was in 
Christ Jesus." Let the question be continually pressed 
home upon the conscience, " Would our blessed Lord 
himself^ if placed in my situation^ think and act as I am 
inclined to do ? " If conscience says no ! let us pause 
before we indulge our inclination, gratify our propensities, 
or adopt a line of conduct which conscience whispers he 
will not approve when we come to stand at his bar to 
give up our account. He now requires of all, " truth in 
the inward parts " — sincerity, integrity, honesty, upright- 
ness, and a perfect freedom from " all guile and all hypo- 
crisy." It is essential to the christian character, that 
the "heart be right with God." We should aim to 
become, if we are ij^ot already such, and if we are, to 
maintain the character of, " Israelites indeed, in whom 
there is no guile." Gt)d would have his disciples, and 
especially his ministers, to abound " in love without dis- 
simulation." No propensity should be harboured or 
indtdged, which in any wise contravenes the mind and 
spirit which our Lord himself exhibited for our imitation 
in the days of his flesh, and which was followed up and 
displayed by his holy Apostles, and the Martyrs of Jesus. 
In short, under a deep sense of our own weakness and 
natural depravity, and consequent unworthiness, — ^in a 
constant and sensible dependence upon the aid of divine 
grace, let us endeavour to *' walk, even as Christ walked " 
— " in all meekness and humility, and lowliness of mind," 
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worshipping the Lord in simplicity of heart, " in spirit 
and in tnith," having a single eye to the glory of God ; 
and depending exclusively on the vicarious sacrifice of 
Christ, his spotless righteousness, and his prevailing 
mediation, for our eventual salvation. So shall we main- 
tain the purity and simplicity of Christ, adorn our sacred 
and holy profession, live in peace and love, and die in 
full assurance of hope, and so, at length, obtain *' an 
abundant entrance into the everlasting kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." 



APPENDIX. 

A. 

" The study indeed of the various appropriate portions of 
the inspired scripture is the grand means, in the hands of 
the Holy Spirit, of stopping at once different heresies 
and novelties as they arise ; and the sooner it is applied, 
and the more boldly, the better. Even when an evil 
seems past, it is still important to dwell on such portions 
in order to extinguish the lurking mischiefs, and prevent 
their revival. 

" And at present there is such an extraordinary and 
contemporaneous assault upon the Protestant faith, and es- 
pecially in our own Church, which has for three centuries 
been the bulwark of it, on the part of Popery, open or 
concealed, and in every quarter of the world, that a ten- 
fold vigilance is required. 

" Indeed the constant study of St. PauPs divine Epistles, 
and those of the other Apostles^ is at all times indispensable 
to a right understanding of the Gospel, and to an effectual 
exclusion of the most fundamental errors. 

" The neglect of the supreme and uncontrolled authority 
of this part of Holy Scripture, as the last and most com- 
plete explication of the Christian faith, has been the preg- 
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nant cause of a whole congeries of false doctrines in the 
various ages of the Church. 

" The Epistles, as the final development of the divine 
scheme of salvation, are essential to the interpretation of 
all the preceding parts of Scripture. 

" Our Lord expressly promised the Holy Spirit to his 
disciples to lead them into all truth ; and declared that 
" the Spirit," the great Teacher, " would not be given " 
till he himself " was glorified ; " but that he would then 
be poured out, would " bring all things to their remem- 
brance, and remove all the comparative obscurity of the 
previous parts of divine revelation. 

" These sacred Epistles, therefore, respect the last dis- 
coveries made to man of the deity and atonement of 
Christ, and the completeness of his salvation, that is, the 
full and unclouded doctrine of the incarnation of the 
Eternal Word ; and of the righteousness of justification 
in his obedience and sufferings, reckoned to our account, 
received by faith only ; and of the distinct but inseparable 
righteousness of sanctification infused into the heart, in 
the use of appointed means, by the grace *o( his Holy 
Spirit. And, therefore, without a thorough understand- 
ing of this last portion of Holy Writ, the key is wanting 
to the whole plan of redemption, and any errors, even the 
most fatal, may be gradually palmed upon the Church.* 

'' Nor can we be guarded against superstition and tyranny 
as respects ecclesiastical government, except by the study 
of the same divine Epistles, in which the gentle and mild 

* For example, How is Gen. xv. to be understood without 
Rom. iv. ? or Ps. xxxii., without the same? or the entire system 
of Mosaical types, without the Epistle to the Hebrews ? And so 
of the prophecies of Christ. 
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administration of order and discipline is sketched out ; 
in which Church polity, perpetual ministry, the threefold 
order of pastors, the administration of the Sacraments, 
authoritative checks to false doctrines, exclusion of he- 
retics, and profane livers from the Lord's Table, are 
placed on their true footing. 

** The high and glorious mysteries, indeed, which the 
Epistles develop, are not to be exclusively taught ; for 
every part of Scripture is to have its proportionate place 
in our instructions ; but the Epistles must be thoroughly 
understood and kid as the groundwork into which all 
other matters of revelation are to be wrought. 

** It has been said that the Epistles, and especially St. 
Paul's are difficult and obscure. No mistake can be 
greater. Without divine illumination, indeed, sought for 
by earnest prayer, and depended upon in the use of 
proper means of arriving at a sound interpretation, no 
part of Scripture can be understood, except the purely 
historical, and that not adequately ; but with this indis- 
pensable assistance, nothing is obscure as to the broad, 
saving truth of Christ. The Gospel shines forth like 
the light of day. The main course of the Apostle's argu- 
ment is perspicuous. It is only to a careless or pre- 
sumptuous reader that it is difficult; or to a student, 
whose mind, however learned and diligent, is pre-occupied 
with a scheme of divinity contrary to that of St. Paul, 
and who labours to make him speak just the opposite to 
what the words import. The hindrances are then for the 
time insuperable ; but not from any obscurity in the 
sacred writings, but from the want of ihe right state of 
mind on the part of those who would interpret them." 
Exp. of Colossians by Bishop Wilson. Sec. 1. p. 7 — 10. 
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B. 



Col. ii. 12. "Buried with him in baptism, wherein 
also ye are risen with him, through the faith of the opera- 
tion of God, who hath raised him from the dead." 

•* The way is now prepared for considering the grossly 
erroneous system of our new divines with regard to bap- 
tism. They seem to cast off all care in the use of the 
sacred terms, regeneration and new birth. An ambiguity 
pervades their instructions. They entirely pass over the 
Scriptural bearings of the subject, and the views of our 
Eeformers ; and adopt exagerated statements exactly where 
the greatest caution is required. In their hands it is part 
of the great apostacy itself. They describe all the bless- 
ings of a birth from above as invariably, and in all cases, 
conveyed to infants in baptism ; and by a fearful wresting 
of the inspired word, and the language of our ofiBces to 
their own purpose, they speak in a way which goes to 
discourage all self-examination as to the spiritual evidences 
of the new creation in Christ Jesus. They overlook the 
immense importance of the conditions of a right adminis- 
tration and right reception of the Sacrament. Thus they 
cut up the whole work of our sanctification by the roots : 
substitute the opus operatum of a Popish ceremony for 
the Scriptural doctrine of holy baptism ; harden the hearts 
of men against the proofs and evidences of a spiritual 
birth ; deny by implication the fundamental doctrine of 
the total fall and corruption of man ; lower the standard 
of holiness, and the gracious operations of the blessed 
Spirit ; lead men to mistake a dead state of heart before 



APPENDIX. 159 

God for a living aud spiritual state ; a dead faith for a 
true and lively one ; a dead trust in the merits of Christ 
for a penitent reliance on him ; and dead works made up 
of human traditions and inventions (as our Apostle shews 
in the subsequent verses of this chapter) for the vital re- 
ligion of Christ. 

" But this is not aU. These divines go further still. 
They maintain the monstrous figment of the unconscious 
infant's being in every case justified and accounted righte- 
ous before the bar of God by baptism ; they assert that 
there are but two moments when man can be declared 
innocent, in baptism and at the day of Judgment ; and 
that deadly sins after this Sacrament cannot be fully par- 
doned, nor the penitent be entirely restored to God's 
favour in this life. 

" AU this and more they include in what they term bap- 
tismal regeneration — a defensible expression, indeed, in 
itself, like most others which they employ, if scripturally 
explained; but in their sense of it involving the most 
fatal errors. 

*• And yet on this sandy foundation, defended by a con- 
fusion of words worthy only of Jesuitical casuists, they 
build their fabric of man-invented divinity, and buttress 
it up with obscure catenas of fathers, doctrines, traditions, 
pretences of Catholic tenets and Church principles, as 
they term them, in the sense of the mass of errors held 
to be such in the corrupt and demonolatrous fourth and 
fifth centuries, to confound the minds of the unlearned. 

** Thus the whole mediation of Christ, which our Apostle 
is so careful to maintain in this epistle is swamped, the 
sacraments, and not faith, erected into the chief means of 
salvation, justification explained in the sense of the Coun- 



160 APPENDIX. 

cil of Trent, the reformers decried, popery whitewashed 
and extolled, saint-worship, and its concomitant idolatry 
palliated, and our Church, the glory of the reformation, 
" unprotestantized," so far as they are concerned." Bishop 
Wilson, page 232—235. 



C. 



** Let us remember that in a lukewarm, declining, and 
dead state of the Church, it is most perilous to argue 
from tlie language of offices designed for the sincere and 
earnest and spiritual followers of Christ, to the cold and 
heartless services of thoroughly worldly baptismal assem- 
blages, when frequently not one condition of the promised 
blessings is fulfilled. For in the nature of things, can it 
be expected that baptism, carelessly administered, and 
received as a mere matter of form and ceremony, without 
faith on the part of parents or sponsors ; without one 
petition put up from the heart for the Holy Spirit ; with- 
out the least thought or desire about spiritual blessings ; 
with nothing attended to but a pageant, a carnal rejoicing, 
a customary insertion, for civil purposes, of a name in a 
register, can bring vsdth it a divine influence for the highest 
ends of the Sacrament. Is God to be so trifled with ? 
Can we wonder that infants thus consecrated to Christ in 
mere pretence, and never instructed afterwards, never 
taught the elements of the Gospel, never accustomed to 
witness the prayers of their parents or their godly exam- 
ple, never taking a step " according to the beginning " 
made in baptism, should show, when the dawn of reason 
breaks, no one sign of spiritual life in its most incipient 



APPENDIX. 161 

and imperfect form ? And can any poison be more deadly 
than to treat such persons as " born of God ? " * Such 
cases may be thought rare ; but in a day of great decline, 
and of the almost total absence of Church discipline, many 
instances approach but too nearly to this startling des- 
cription Let us never confoimd the sacra- 
ments and ordinances of Christ with the mighty grace of 
which they are the signs and seals and means of con- 
veyance, only to the penitent and believing soul." Bishop 
Wilson. Exp. Col. pp. 237—239. 

• The judicious and learned Joseph Milner, in his excellent 
History of the Church, acutely observes, when upon the subject 
of Cyprian's conversion, that Cyprian " records a remarkable 
instance of divine grace which appeared to him to have accom- 
panied his baptism. Nor is it unreasonable ** Milner proceeds, 
*' to suppose that this' was commonly the case at thai time. The 
inward and spiritual grace really attended the outward and visible 
sign. And it is to be lamented that the corruption and perversion 
of after ages, availing itself of the ambiguous language of the 
fathers upon this subject — which then was natural enough — sup- 
posed a necessary connexion to take place where there had been ' 
a frequent one. In Cyprian's time, to call baptism itself the new 
birth was not very dangerous : in our age it is poison itself. Men 
are apt to content themselves with the outward and visible sign ; 
and it has long been the fashion to suppose all persons who have 
been baptized when they were infants, to be of course, when they 
are gro¥ni up, in a state of regeneration by the Holy Spirit. And 
thus men have learnt to furnish themselves with a convenient 
evasion of all that is written in Scripture concerning the godly 
motions of the third person of the sacred Trinity." 



162 APPENDIX, 



D. 



" But here it will be asked, how can we suspect such 
men as the advocates of this system, men of a reputation 
so unimpeached, and under such solemn vows of con- 
formity to the doctrines of the English Church, of a design 
to bring in Romanism, or to bring over the Church of 
England to that of Rome ? 

" It is answered that we suspect no such thing. That 
they consider themselves as labouring to introduce what 
they call Romanism ; that they have any desire to make 
the Church of England subject to that of Rome ; or to 
make her similar, in all those peculiar features which 
must strike the eye and excite the general aversion, and 
some of which their own writings have opposed; that 
they do not consider themselves as special lovers of the 
mother-Church, and working directly for the best interests 
* of religion therein, we by no means assert. It is this 
very fact that their personal reputation is so unimpeach- 
able, and that their conviction of the propriety of what 
they are doing seems so sincere, which, if they do teach 
serious error, must make their teaching the more danger- 
ous, and give it the greater power of extension 

But some of the worst corruptions of religion have had 
their origin witb- its best and sincerest friends. Among 
those who most disturbed the Churches of Rome and 
Carthage in the days of Cornelius and Cyprian, were con- 
fessors, with maimed and mangled bodies, from the tor- 
ture, in which they had borne a noble testimony to their 
Master. What is now a full grown idolatry in the 
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Church of Rome, had its beginnings in the bosom of men 
ready to die for Christ, and was nursed by some of the 
purest piety of the early Church. The Ovum of saint- 
worship was laid, by the serpent, in the ashes of the 
martyrs ; and in the assemblies of devout men, around 
their tombs, met together out of just veneration for their 
holy example and noble death, was the embryo cherished. 
The whole history of the Church warns us against for- 
getting that very good and sincere men may set on foot 
great errors — and thus inflict an injury of which worse 
men would not be capable. 

*' Again : it is asked whether the eminent learning united 
ta the religious character of these Divines, is not such 
protection against serious error, that we may feel assured 
they have not fallen into doctrines approximating in any 
evil or dangerous degree to Eomauism ? The idea has 
weight practically, but it is only necessary to ask the 
question, to answer it : * " Let him that thinketh he 
standeth, take heed lest he fall." " The depths of Satan 
are deeper than any man's learning. His wiles are stronger 
than any man's goodness. His great enmity is against 
the redemption of men by Jesus Christ, and consequently 
against the true way of justification through his righ- 
teousness. And to cut off the supplies of the Church, 
by choking up, if he cannot wholly cut off, that new 
and living way to the Father, was his grand device 
in Romanism, and will ever be among all people. 

* In Dr. Pusey*8 Scriptural views of Holy Baptism we are 
warned against the " delusive criterion " of allowing ourselves to 
be influenced in the enquiry whether any doctrine be a scriptural 
truth, hy the supposed religious character of those who hold or 
deny it." 

M 2 
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No human learning and goodness can be trusted for 
security against his " principalities and powers." " We 
wrestle not with flesh and blood." The war which began 
when it was said to the serpent, ** thou shah bruise his 
heel," is still waged without ceasing against that " seed 
of the woman," "the second man," "the Lord from 
heaven." His mystical body, on earth, is compassed 
with stratagems which often elude the most careful search. 
Many a learned, many a zealous, many a sincere man has 
been unwittingly harnessed to the work of that " Ruler 
of darkness of this world ; " who never succeeded in con- 
structing such an Antichrist as when he wrought up 
Romanism, and has no device so dear as that of sustain- 
ing it, in all its integrity, and of reducing the whole 
kingdom of Christ, on earth, to that dominion." Oxford 
Divinity Compared 17 — 20. 

In support of the charge of a dangerous tendency to 
Romanism in the writings of those who have even opposed 
some of its tenets, the same author observes, amongst 
other things, that " Ten years of open attack aroimd the 
walls of Troy, effected nothing. But one day of delusion 
amongst the wardens of her gates ; the not examining 
what lay concealed under an apparent act of religion, 
betrayed the city." So it is, says Usher, " They who kept 
continual watch and ward against the more direct intro- 
duction of evil, might sleep whilst the seeds of an ini- 
quity, cloaked with the name of piety, were a sowing ; 
yea, peradventure might at unawares themselves have 
some hand in bringing in their Trojan horse commended 
thus unto them under the name of religion and semblance 
of devotion." p. 24. 
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E. 



The following remarks on the Tractarian system are so 
rich that I cannot forbear here to insert them. 

" the public will, and can, draw the true 

inference as to whether Oxford Divinity is essentially as 
much a system of human merits, as that of Rome, without 
being governed by the deductions of Oxford Divines. 
And as sometimes the public voice adjudges to be poi- 
sonous in its operation upon the human body, what the 
son of ^sculapius has issued under the name of Panacea ; 
80 may it most justly determine that what has thus issued 
from Oxford as the Grand Restorative, the Universal 
Elixir of Life, " the salve to heal the Church's wounds," 
is mere Popery disguised ; " rats-bane given in figs," as 
Jackson says : (see note, p. 29. Ox. Div.) fraught with 
the most baneful consequences to truth and piety ; certain 
to intoxicate the Church with the spiritual pride of a full 
system of mere Pharisaic observances, in place of the 
humility of the power of godliness ; and this just in pro- 
portion as it shall pass out of the hands of its authors 
and compoimders, and become separated from the anti- 
dotes, which in spite of their theoiy, it meets with in 
them ; and shall be adopted into the practice of disciples 
of equal zeal, but less restraint of sound doctrine. These 
will carry out the new system of practice. The rudiment 
of merit, now unprofessed, will soon expand into its de- 
velopment, boldly declared. The march of restoration 
will look back to the present outset at Oxford, as a 
propitious beginning indeed, and good ''for the times; " 
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timid indeed, and slow and reserved, but well suited to a 
Church which, as .these divines say of the Church of 
England, is not privileged with the " richer banquet," 
out of the " depth and richness of the ancient services," 
such as are found in the "Roman and Parisian Breviaries ; 
but must, as yet, put up with " the homelier fare which a 
merciful Providence has set before her," because she has 
declined from something, (we are not told what) in the 
Catholic Church, and has thus ** sullied her baptismal 
robe of purity, and is not permitted to come into the 
divine presence till she has done penance — ^nor to raise 
her voice in the language of joy and confidence, without 
many a faltering note of fear and self-reproach." She is 
now in a ** degraded condition." " She seemed to say at 
the Heformation, * Make me as one of thy hired servants ; * 
and she has been graciously taken at her word ; lowered 
from her ancient and proper place as the King's daughter 
&c., in the condition of a slave at the table where she 
should preside. Lower strains befit her depressed con- 
dition ; and with such, in the English Liturgy, she is 
actually provided." (British Critic for April 1840.) 

" How long will it be before the disciples of this school 
will consider the march of restoration to have proceeded 
far enough to warrant the taking off of the penance ; the 
advancement of the present slave, to the daughter's seat ; 
the elevation of her now faltering and depressed notes, to 
the higher strains of the Eoman and Parisian Breviaries ; 
the breaking off of the degrading fetters put on at the 
Reformation, for the glorious liberty of that yoke of 
ceremonial service, under which all piety, all morality, all 
knowledge, all improvement, all civilization groaned and 
travailed in pain until Luther arose, a man of God, and 
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sounded the trump of jubilee, and in the name of the 
Lord, opened the prison doors to them that were bound ? 
" We doubt not " the Times " are fast hastening on this 
second Reformation, so far as the disciples of the present 
restorationists are concerned. They are evidently too much 
elated with present success, to be patient much longer 
under the present degradation of their penance-stricken 
Church. We fear the time is fast drawing on, when 
what is now being prepared for, and of which the large 
importations into Oxford of Eoman and Parisian Bre- 
viaries, " for private devotion,** as well as literary study, 
are a sign, will be ready to take its stand in the gates, 
and proclaim itself upon the housetops. We must in deep 
solemnity remind the Church of our parent land, the 
standard-bearer of the Reformation, object of hatred for 
her firm stand on the side of religious and civil liberty, to 
all who would bind the fetters of despotic power, of bigot 
intolerance, of priestly domination, of popish superstition, 
upon the minds and souls of men ; set upon and sur- 
rounded by a combination, for her abasement, in which 
the money, and craft, and learning, and power of all the 
Popery of Europe is leagued, in alliance with all that ra- 
dicalism and infidelity can do to help them ; we must in 
deepest sympathy, and with earnest prayer for our mother 
Church of England, beseech her to remember the word 
of the Lord : — *' Satan hath desired to have thee that he 
may sift thee as wheat" Watch and pray lest ye enter 
into temptation." — Oxford Divinity Compared, p. 1 75 — 
178. 
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In reference to an " Enquiry held by the Lord Bishop 
of Exeter, at the Mechanics Institute, Devonport, on 
Thursday, loth of February, 1849, into the principles of 
the Sisters of Mercy, and the constitution of the Charitj 
termed the " Orphans' Home," the following is the " Pro- 
test by clergymen," against the decision of his Lordship. 

" To the Right Reverend the Lord Bishop of Exeter. 

*' My Lokd, — Having been invited by your Lordship 
to attend the investigation conducted by you at Devon- 
port, on Thursday last ; and having either then, or in the 
full reports that have since been published, careful^ 
weighed the evidence brought forward, we b^ to offer to 
your Lordship, and to the members of the Church in this 
neighbourhood, the expression of our opinion as to its 
results. 

" We do not deem it our province to make any observa- 
tions on the piety, devotedness, or good intentions of the 
ladies by whom the Orphans' Home hastbeen established 
and is managed. These are points which, as we conceive, 
may be admitted even in the highest degree, without at 
all touching the question at issue ; * and which we should 
equally admire, if we found them, as they no doubt might 
be found in similar sisterhoods in the Church of Borne. 
Your Lordship's enquiry, as we apprehend, was entirely 
directed to ascertain, whether there was any Popish ten- 

• The only points however adverted to in the laudatory judg- 
ment pronounced by the Bishop of Exeter. 
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dency in the teaching of these ladies, and whether it was 
of such a character, in this point of view alone, as that it 
could be esteemed proper that the children of Protestants, 
or the poorer members of the Church of England, should 
be imbued with it. 

*' Considered in this light alone, we cannot but regard 
the whole system adopted by the Sisters of Mercy, with 
the very gravest apprehension ; and we think it a duty 
which we owe to that venerable Church of which we are 
ministers, to demur to your Lordship's decision declared 
at the close of this investigation. 

" In the first place, we would observe the general 
Eoman Catholic complexion given to all their proceedings 
by the adoption of observances, several of which are per- 
haps in themselves inconsiderable, but which, if not strictly 
prohibited, are not sanctioned by the Church of England 
—observances calculated to leave an impression that their 
members cannot make an unreserved devotion of them- 
selves to acts of piety and charity, without adopting the 
religious forms and practices of the Church of Rome ; 
and that those provided and sanctioned by the Church to 
which we belong, are not of a sufficiently exalted character 
to satisfy minds of the highest standard of piety. 

*' Secondly, we notice several particulars which, if not 
directly inconsistent with the rules of the Church of Eng- 
land, are nevertheless well suited to give a sanction to 
that of Eome, and perhaps to smooth the way to the 
minds of many for a secession to that communion — things 
that have been generally understood to be discountenanced 
by our own Church, and have never for a bng time been 
practised by her members, except of late by a few persons, 
a large proportion of whom have already gone over to 
Romanism. 
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" We pass orer those points whidi were disputed ; but 
nothing was brought forward materiaDj to impugn the 
testimony of the three joong persons, the principal points 
in their evidence being admitted bj the Ladj Snperkir 
herself. We would enumerate especially the following 
particulars : — 1 . The fitting up of a room whidi was 
called an ** Oratory," and the placing in that room an 
'' Altar," the use of which we regard as of questional^ 
legality, and calculated to convey an impression, that sudi 
a provision was considered necessary to the ordinary per- 
formance of Divine worship. 2. Still more the furnishing 
this " Altar " with a cross, which at times was hung with 
garlands, and for which an engraving of the Virgin and 
Infant Saviour was occasionally substituted, as if a visible 
object of devotion (and that, we think, from its Boman 
Catholic character, a most objectionable one) was thought 
necessary. 3. The practice of bowing, if not to the cross, 
yet on entering the " Oratory " above described, a prac- 
tice which is not sanctioned by any of allowed authority 
in our Church. 4. The adoption of the nine hours of 
prayer, as practised by the Church of Eome, which at 
first were avowedly, and still continue to be more pri- 
vately distinguished by their Roman Catholic names of 
" Prime." " Terse," " Sext," " Complin," &c. 5. The 
frequent use of crosses, Eoman Catholic names, titles, 
and appellations, all in our judgment, conveying the same 
objectionable impressions, and likely to produce the same 
disastrous effects. 

" We cannot here omit to mention the very marked 
attention and deference paid, (and at the outset of their 
course, as if at once, to stamp a party character upon it,) 
to the Eev. Dr. Pusey, a clergyman who has been placed 
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under the ban of his own university for heretical and 
unsound doctrines, which have never yet been retracted 
by him, who therefore ought not, we consider, whatever 
may be his private character, to be brought into so pro- 
minent connection with a public religious institution, who 
is also one of the chief leaders of that party in the 
Church, so many of whom have gone over to Eome. We 
beg further to avow our conviction, that no external cor- 
rection of some, or even of all these practices, could 
satisfy our minds with regard to the tendency of the 
system adopted by the Sisters of Mercy, as it is evident 
that the disposition towards these, or similar observances, 
must still remain the same, and would only display itself 
in different forms, more covertly perhaps, but scarcely less 
dangerously. As an illustration, we would observe that 
when, in compliance with your Lordship's recommenda- 
tion, the Eoman Catholic names of the " hours of prayer," 
were erased from the books of prayer, they were still 
retained among the Sisters themselves, and that, as it 
was admitted, with so little caution, that they might still 
be overheard by the children. 

** On the whole, then, we conclude, as the result of our 
solemn, and we trust impartial, investigation of this mat- 
ter, that however zealous and devoted these ladies may 
appear to be, and however highly in other respects, we 
might prize their efforts for the moral amelioration of that 
population towards which they are directed, we cannot 
regard their teaching and example, either among the 
young, the sick, or the poor, as likely to make sound 
members of the Church of England ; but, on the contrary, 
we feel it to be our duty to raise our most solemn and 
public protest against the justification of proceedings. 
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whicli are entirely dissonant from the spirit of our Pro- 
testant Institutions, and fraught with most imminent peril 
to our beloved Church. 

" We beg to subscribe ourselves, my Lord, 
" Your Lordship's obedient servants, 
" John Hatchard, Vicar of St. Andrews, Plymouth. 
" H. A, Greaves^ Vicar of Charles, Plymouth. 
*' George Ferris Whidborne, Perpetual Curate of 

Christ's Church, Plymouth. 
** Hint on C, Smith, Incumbent of Trinity Church, 

Plymouth. 
*• W. H, Nantes, Perpetual Curate of Stonehouse. 
" C. A, Marrett, Assistant Curate of St. Andrews, 

Plymouth. 
" R. W, Needham, Minister of St. Paul's, Stonehouse. 
" George F, Arthur^ Vicar of Tamerton. 
" Benjamin Wm. Salmon Vallack, Minister of St. 

Budeaux. 
•• Orlando Manley, Minister of St. Stephens, Saltash. 
" F. G. Postlewaite, Assistant Curate of Stonehouse." 
(The Sisters of Mercy at Devonport — ^W. Wood, 
Devonport ; J. Faning, Plymouth ; Houlston and 
Stoneman, London.)" 



G. 



** I take this opportunity for the republication of a 
work, written 35 years ago, to repeat that which was 
stated in the original preface, viz. that my attention had 
been accidentally directed towards a high tone of strictly 
Calvinistic preaching which soon afterwards led to a partial 



APPENDIX. 173 

seoession from the Church, with whose tenets it was justly 
felt to be incompatible. I was thus induced to re-examine 
the authorities and examples on which alone such a 
practice could properly be grounded : and, in the result, 
to lay before my brethren in the Ministry an important 
subject of consideration in the light in which it forcibly 
appeared to my own mind. This must account both for 
the subject treated, and for the controversial au: which 
pervades the book, without which, this explanation might 
justly appear strange in the present day, when Calvinism, 
properly so called, is the doctrine of few pulpits, and is 
comparatively seldom made the subject of discussion. — 
Another subject however is incidentally introduced, which 
has recently become a matter of distressing controversy. 
I think it right therefore to call attention to what I 
have written concerning the grace of baptism. It has 
been my object to show that St. Paul addresses the Chris- 
tians to whom he writes upon the principle that being 
dedicated to God by baptbm they had been brought 
into a state of reconcilement with Him, and had been 
admitted to privileges which he calls upon them to im- 
prove. I have argued that the example of St. Paul 
authorises us to believe that grace sufficient to salvation is 
denied to none to whom the offer of salvation is made 
through faith in Christ Jesus, and who have been 
brought into covenant with him by the appointed means 
of baptism. I have stated that, on the authority of this 
example, and the undeniable practice of the first ages 
of Christianity, our Church considers baptism as con- 
veybg regeneration — ^instructing us to pray before the 
ordinance that the infant may be bom again and made an 
heir of everlasting salvation, and to return thanks after 
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the administration of the rite — * that it hath pleased God 
to regenerate this infant with his Holy Spirit, and to 
receive him for his own child by adoption.' At the same 
time I have acknowledged that there may be danger in 
addressing a congregation collectively as * regenerate,' 
since the term has neither been accurately defined in 
Scripture, nor restricted to one sense in the common lan- 
guage of divines. It is therefore very possible that they 
should imagine something more to be included in the 
metaphor than the change of state in which they were 
placed by baptism, and so be lulled into a fallacious security 
without examining themselves as to the important fact 
whether they have really those marks which accompany 
the * new creation,' However unreasonable the reliance on 
any virtue from thq optts operatum may be, it is not suffi- 
cient to trust that such absurdity must necessarily preserve 
men from adopting it. The confidence in the rite of 
circumcision and other external ordinances among the 
Jews of old, and the abuse of baptism itself in the fourth 
and fifth centuries, and of that ceremony, together with 
extreme unction in the Romish Church, and the un- 
warranted notions, which (we may fear) are too often 
still associated with the holy communion, are lamentable 
proofs of the facility with which men run from realities 
to ceremonies, and content themselves with the shadow of 
the spiritual substance." These remarks are designed to 
guard against an error which I would not willingly appear 
to countenance. My argument, in fact, was not imme- 
diately concerned with baptism, being directed against the 
Calvinistic tenet of special or indefectible grace — a tenet 
which virtually excludes all spiritual benefit from baptism, 
except in the case of those who are selected to final perse- 
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verance and salvation. It is scarcely necessary for me to 
add, that I have no-where insinuated a doubt which I have 
never felt, whether a person may be a consistent minister 
of our Church who holds a different opinion concerning 
the effect of baptism from that which is advocated in this 
volume, and believes that the grace of spiritual regeneration 
is separable, and in fact often separated, from the sacra- 
ment of baptism. Unquestionably, there is much difficulty, 
much mystery in the case as regards the baptism of 
infants. In multitudes of those who have been declared 
to be the children of God we find, as they grow up and 
are capable of good or evil, no signs of Divine grace. 
We find, on the contrary, such disobedience to the will of 
God, such want of conformity to the character approved 
by Him, that we cannot believe them to be regarded by 
Him with favour, or admissible into his kingdom while 
remaining such as they now appear. — To the minds of 
many, this presents no serious embarrassment ; they have 
no difticulty in concluding that these persons through their 
own wilfulness, or through the neglect of others, have 
* fallen from the grace given,' and forfeited the privileges 
which they once enjoyed. But other minds are differently 
affected. They are assured that ' with God there is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turning ' — that * known 
unto him are all his works from the beginning of the world, 
and that consequently the future character to be deve- 
loped in these persons whose lives shew no signs of grace, 
whose hearts give no proof of regeneration, was as clearly 
evident at the moment of their baptism, as after its manifes- 
tation in their actual sinfulness. Is it, then, to be supposed 
that these were once received of God, as his children, and 
in full possession of His favour, who are now cut off by him 
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as unworthy ? It would be so with any earthly father, and 
any mortal man may find reason to hold those in abhor- 
rence whom he has once regarded with esteem and love. 
But can it be so with an unchangeable God, to whom, 
and in whose eyes, they were at first what they afterwards 
became in the eyes of all mankind ? — Here, then, is a dif- 
culty which has more or less perplexed the church in every 
age since the baptism of infants has been the general prac- 
tice : and which many divines have solved by supposing 
that the spiritual benefit of baptism * a death unto sin, and 
a new birth unto righteousness,' is only received where 
there has been an antecedent act of grace on the part of 
God. Hooker alludes to this when he speaks of baptism 
as * a seal perhaps of the grace of election before received^ 
Usher says that ' the sacrament of baptism in infants is 
effectual to all those, and to those only, who belong to the 
election of grace.' Bishop Taylor says that, * baptism and 
its effect may be separated, and not always go in conjunct 
tion ; the effect may be before, and therefore much rather 
may have been after, its susception, the sacrament ope- 
rating in the virtue of Christ, even as the spirit shall move,* 
Indeed at one time this doctrine was authoritatively 
taught in our Church, for it is uniformly laid down in the 
Decades of Bullinger that ' in baptism that is sealed and 
confirmed to infants which they had before,* so that ' the 
first beginning of our uniting and fellowship with Christ 
is not wrought by the sacraments ; ' and in the year 1586, 
it was ordered by the Queen and the Upper House of Con- 
vocation that these Decades of Bullinger should be studied 
and taken as a model by every minister who had not 
passed his Master of Arts' degree. Without concurring 
in these opinions, I cannot doubt that a minister of our 
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Church may justly maintain them, sanctioned as they have 
been by some of her worthiest members, and relating to 
a subject upon which, confessedly, Scripture does not 
speak definitively. Scripture declares the general ne- 
cessity of baptism, without determining the actual effect 
of infant baptism. There is nothing in such opinions 
to prevent the honest use of the formularies of the Church. 
All our formularies are framed, and must be framed, on the 
principle of charitable presumption. Infants are pro- 
nounced to be regenerate, and made by baptism ' children 
of grace,' because we presume, and are justified in presum- 
ing, the effect to be in them what we know it to be in those 
who, being come of age, and believing in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, ' wash away their sins calling on the name of the 
Lord : ' and are saved by the laver of regeneration *and the 
renewing of the Holy Ghost.' We presume this, because, 
as Bishop Pearson says, ' when the means are used, without 
something appearing to the contrary, we presume the good 
effect. We speak of infants as the rule of charity alio wet h. 
We speak of them as children of God, regenerate, and 
justified ; for to us they must be taken for such in charity, 
until they shew themselves other.' The services of the 
Church uniformly proceed on this principle, and require the 
same * favorable construction ; ' and at the Savoy Confer- 
ence were defended against objections on this very ground. 
All that consistency requires of a clergyman who denies or 
doubts of the universal efficacy of infant baptism is, that 
he address his congregation as partakers of the blessing 
of the christian covenant, unless their own sin deprives 
them of it : unless the state of their hearts proves that 
they are not believing in the Saviour, whose name they 
bear ; unless the habits of their life, prove that they have 
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no part or lot in His salvation. They may have been 
treated as regenerate in the language of the Church, and 
yet they may be very far from becoming such * new erect- 
iures ' as the true Christian must be. Just as multitudes, 
we fear, who have been consigned to the grave in the 
charitable presumption of Christian hope, will wake to no 

* joyful resurrection/ but to * shame and everlasting con- 
tempt.' For whatever the preacher may think, in his 
inward mind, regarding baptism, he must, if he is faithful 
to God's word, treat his people according to what they 
are, and not according to what he may suppose baptism 
has made them. "Whether, or no, we believe that they 
actually became * children of God,' when they were cha- 
ritably pronounced such at their baptism ; — ^we must judge 
of them, when they come to age, according to the qualifi- 
cations by which the children of God are characterized 
in scripture. Their baptism made them unquestionably, 
^ God^s children in word and in name* But they are not his 
children, * in deed and in truth* unless they are * led by 
the Spirit of God.' "— Archb. Pref. to the Ninth Ed. of 

* Apostolic Preaching,' 1850. 

It has been attempted by some to shew that the body 
of this work is inconsistent with the Preface to the last 
. Edition. But it is obvious, to say the least, that the 
author has some way in his own mind of reconciling this 
apparent difference. I think therefore it would better be- 
come those who delight to place them in apparent opposi- 
tion, if they were to endeavour to adopt the real senti- 
ments of the author, by which all is harmonized, than to 
presume to condemn him as inconsistent. AU depends 
upon adopting the true sense in which his Grace intends 
it to be understood. At first sight, I admit, there is the 
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appearance of discrepancy. But a candid and enlightened 
mind can easily reconcile the apparent difference. 

When this work first appeared, I well remember study- 
ing it very carefully, and for the purpose of correcting the 
misunderstanding of the person who sent it to me, and 
whose mind I was anxious to enlighten upon the subject, 
I filled many of the margins with penciled remarks, not 
against the real views of the author, but against the mis- 
conceptions of the reader. From that day to this, I have 
been taunted with holding sentiments in, opposition to the 
Archbishop in former days ; and the person in question 
loudly boasts of his having adopted, in early life, the 
Apostolic preaching, as the standard of his faith. How 
he can now reconcile the Preface of the ninth Edition 
with the body of the work in the first Edition, o* he then 
tmderatood it, I am at a loss to conceive. But there is no 
difficulty with those, (at least not in my mind,) who inter- 
pret his Grace's sentiments in a charitable and hypothe- 
tical sense. Not a syllable do I see, even in the first 
edition of his Grace's work, which can fairly be brought 
to prove that the author of it holds the doctrine of the 
invariable efficacy of baptism as " conveying regeneration." 
And even where it is effectual, not a hint do we find of 
its ultimate saving efficacy — or the accomplishment in 
baptism of that, be it what it may, which is essential to 
salvation : quite the contrary. Nor perhaps is there much 
to quarrel within the statements of the Tractarians upon 
this point alone : all that can be objected to is, its univer- 
sality, by which all distinctions are confounded, between 
the sincere, the fervent, humble and earnest prayers of the 
true people of God ; and those of the careless, ignorant, 
formal, and time-serving hypocrite. Thus the benefit of 

N 2 
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baptism, be it what it may, which this doctriDC assigns to 
" all," is made solely to depend upon the opus operatum 
of the rite. K this is not the essence of Popery, then I 
know not what is. Sure I am that its advocates will find 
no support, except by a gross distortion of interpretation, 
from the * Apostolic Preaching' 

The following are the sentiments of his Grace the 
Archbishop of York upon this subject, as expressed in his 
Primary Charge delivered to the Clergy of the Diocese of 
York, June, 1849. 

" As to the effect of Adult Baptism, there is little or 
no dispute among rational men. But the question of the 
effects of Infant Baptism seems destined to interminable 
discussion. It has been proved however, we think, be- 
yond contradiction or doubt, that our Reformers, almost 
without exception, both in the reign of King Edward VI. 
and especially in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, held and 
advocated what are now usually called the peculiar doc- 
trines of Calvin as to election and predestination, and final 
perseverance. Hence they taught that spiritual regenera- 
tion in baptism, could only result in the case of those who 
had been from all eternity elected to everlasting life by the 
free and sovereign grace of God. That all the baptized 
should be spiritually regenerate, was, in their view, utterly 
impossible ; and therefore they could not intend, in the 
formularies they drew up, to require, oni^o express such 
a belief, unless we unfairly attribute to them that shame- 
less effirontery, that gross and scandalous dishonesty, 
which, to the reproach of our times, has been openly 
avowed by some, that men may teach what they do not 
believe, and that they may believe what is oontrary to 
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their teaching. With the knowledge of this historical 
fact before us, we cannot insist on it as a ruled doctrine 
of our Church, that all baptized children are, as such 
spiritually regenerate. For such was not the doctrine of 
the Reformers themselves. Nor is such doctrine laid 
down in the thirty-nine Articles. And those very ex- 
pressions in our Baptismal Service, which have been in- 
terpreted, in modem times, as exclusively admitting the 
sense of the universal regeneration of infants in baptism, 
are borrowed from a service in which the known senti- 
ments of the author will not allow such a meaning to be 
affixed to them. In the Articles which the Reformers 
drew up as the standard of doctrine in our Church, and 
which still retain their position and their place among us, 
they stated the doctrine of baptism as, according to their 
view, they had found it in holy Scripture, and in a spirit 
of wisdom and charity, worthy of all imitation, there 
they left it, not venturing to abridge, or to extend the 
privileges of baptism, or to define with greater nicety 
than the Holy Spirit had done, the mysterious workings 
of divine grace. In the case of adults, they have, with- 
out hesitation, confined the benefit, as Scripture has done, 
to the worthy recipient. The case of infants they have 
left, as the holy Scriptures have left it, to be determined 
by analogy from that of adults, and consequently have 
left it open, within certain limits, to different shades of 
views. Let me add however, that those limits clearly 
exclude the ex opere operato doctrine of the Church of 
Rome. In the baptismal service^ the very phraseology is 
borrowed from a service, drawn up by Martin Bucer for 
the Liturgy published in 1543 by the Archbishop of 
Cologne, where the well-known sentiments of Bucer for- 
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bid any doubt as to the sense in which the language there 
adopted was used, and shew that the words were intended 
to express only the feelings of hope and charity. That 
our service is open to another mode of interpretation, is, 
no doubt, unquestionable. And probably it was intended 
to be so by those who drew it up. But we can hardly 
deny that those who interpret it in the hypothetical sense 
approach the nearest to the mind of the Reformers. This 
is the sense in which, as many think other services of our 
Church are drawn up. Nor is it easy to persuade them, 
how a book of Common Prayer could be framed in any 
Other way." Charge, p. 27—29. 1849. 

Such are the published sentiments of the present Arch- 
bishop of York, which entirely accord with those of the 
Primate, and indeed with the entire body of the Evan- 
gelical clergy, who alone must be considered as the true 
and faithful sons of the Reformers, and the only portion 
of the clergy who are orthodox in their views of the doc- 
trines of our Church. 

Sir H. J, Fusfs Judgment, — Bishop of Exeter, v. 

Gorham. 

TO THE EDITOR OP THE REGOKD. 

** Sir, — I expected to see in your columns some remarks 
on Sir Jenner Fust's judgment bearing more directly than 
what has as yet appeared on the main point — ^the prere- 
quisite of baptism, on which hinges the whole question, 
and which, when rightly understood, removes all the 
difficulty. 

" What the prerequisite is as to adults is evident and 
undeniable ; the previous qualification being clearly that 
of repentance and faith. Every adult professes these 



APPENDIX. 183 

two things when he seeks to be baptized ; and he receives 
baptism as a sign and a seal of what he avows he already 
possesses ; and when he is baptized he is symbolically 
regenerated by water,* and, if he is sincere, really by the 
Spirit. Hence, it is said in the Twenty-Seventh Article, 
that faith is by baptism *' confirmed," not given, and grace 
" increased," not first communicated. To confirm, and to 
increase, can only apply to what already exists, or in other 
words, to " a prevenient act of grace." 

•'Nothing, then, can be clearer than that regeneration, 
or at least the germ of regeneration, is supposed to pre- 
cede baptism in adults ; for repentance and faith are the 
acts only of those who are spiritually renewed. It is on 
the sole ground of repentance and faith that baptism, 
according to Scripture, is to be administered ; and we 
shall presently see that our Church in this respect is alto- 
gether consistent with it. Let this be especially borne in 
mind, and be Mly admitted ; and admitted it must be 
according to what Scripture everywhere declares, and 
according to the obvious principles of reason and common 
sense. A man must surely know and profess the truth 
before he makes a public profession of it. This then is 
manifestly the case with adults, and their baptism is alone 
expressly spoken of in the New Testament. 

** Now, the question arises. Is baptism put by our Church 
on any other footing as to infants ? Is it to be admin- 
istered to them on any other ground, or for any other 
reason ? I answer confidently. No. Look at the Service 
itself. I appeal to that as affording an incontestable 
evidence on the subject, and as supplying us with what 
the Learned Judge deemed as wanting — an express men- 
tion of the prevenient act of grace. The manifest fact is, 
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that in the Baptismal Service the infant is regarded at as 
adult. He professes to repent and believe, and eipresses 
a desire to be baptized, and promises obedience to God's 
commandments. Here, then, are ' clearly the prevenient 
acts of grace ; and the infant is baptized in consequence 
of " the vow, promise, and profession " thus made. Thus 
the principle on which the Service is formed is in the very 
nature of things hypothetical. What the infant cannot 
do, he is supposed to do. Then, in the Address to Spon- 
sors, and especially in the Catechism, the matter is ex- 
plained, — that the infant when of age is to fulfil the pro- 
mise and make good the profession, which were made pre^ 
vious to baptism, and therefore necessary to its due effect. 

" The words of the Catechism are so distinct and ineva- 
sible, that I shall quote them in full : " Why then are 
infants baptized, when by reason of their tender age they 
cannot perform them ? " To which this answer is given : 
" Because they promise them both by their sureties, which 
promise, when they come to age, themselves are bound to 
perform,** The previous question is : ** What is required 
of persons to be baptized ? " The answer is, repentance 
and faith. Thus we see that exactly the same thing is 
required of infants as of adults, and is promised by their 
sureties, and required in order to be baptized. That our 
Church aUows in cases of necessity private baptism, does 
not alter the system, for that defect is afterwards supplied : 
and indeed baptism itself implies a previous qualification, 
whether it be expressed and professed or not. 

" It then appears quite evident that our Church requires 
repentance and faith as necessary for baptism; and it 
teaches that when repentance and faith precede, spiritual 
regeneration takes place in baptism. To this view there 
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can be no reasonable objection; for whosoever repents 
and believes and is baptized, is no doubt regenerated, 
ostensibly by water, and really by the Spirit. Whether 
the prevenient acts of grace precede in time the adminis- 
tration of the ordinance, as in the case of Abraham with 
regard to circumcision, or follow it, as in the case of his 
children, there is no real difference in the thing itself, 
the blessing of the ordinance is the same : only we must 
be careful to keep the order of things as we find it in the 
Service, — ^repentance and faith first, and then follows 
regeneration ; so that no person is to be considered as 
regenerated until he repents and believes. 

" What then can be said of those who never perform 
the promise made previous to their baptism — are they 
regenerated ? Most surely not ; for they perform not 
that which is Indispensably necessary for regeneration. 
We might as well say, that a man sees though his eyes 
are blind, or that a man is entitled to an office without 
possessing the required qualifications. Our Church 
regards none as regenerated in baptism but those who 
repent and believe : and strange indeed would it be, were 
it to teach otherwise. 

** Much has been s(iid of what we find at the beginning 
of our Catechism. The child is taught to say that he was 
made in baptism " the member of Christ," Sec. ; but in 
what sense ; and I ask emphatically, tn what sense ? 
Now, I will answer this question in a way that ought to 
satisfy the Bishop of Exeter himself, — ^in the sense ac- 
cording to which the Baptismal Service represents the 
matter, and that is, provided there be repentance and 
faith in the child. The child himself, when of age, must 
perform what had been engaged and promised in his 
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behalf ; that is, he must repent and believe, else the privi- 
leges sealed to him by baptism, camiot possibly belong 
to hiuL This must be the case, except we hold such an 
Antinomian view, as that a person has a right to privi- 
leges without any title to them, and without any qualifi- 
cation for them. Our Baptismal Service, most undoubt- 
edly, makes repentance and faith necessary to baptism, 
and they must therefore be necessary for the privileges 
sealed in that ordinance. 

" The method or plan adopted by our Church, is evi- 
dently what I have stated ; it regards the infant as an 
adult, and requires from him the same profession of 
repentance and faith as from an adult, but defers the per- 
sonal performance of what is professed and promised to 
the time of discretion. The reason why this method has 
been adopted, may have been this, — as there is nothing 
expressly said of infant baptism in the New Testament, 
it was thought proper to require by means of sureties the 
same things from infants as from adults, in order that 
there might be an agreement with the express directions 
of Scripture. 

" What justifies this procedure, and illustrates its cha- 
racter, is the rite of circumcision. Abraham possessed 
the requisites before he was circumcised ; and they were 
to be possessed by his children when they came of age. 
3t. Paul says that the outward circumcision was not cir- 
cumcision without the inward ; so we may justly say of 
baptism. Circumcision was everything that baptism is ; 
for it was a sign, and also " a seal of the righteousness of 
faith ; " and what more can baptism be P To Abraham, it 
was a seal of a faith previously possessed, and to his 
children a seal of the faith which they were required to 
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possess, when arrived at a proper age ; and tliis is exactly 
the view given of infant baptism in our Catechism. 

" But the Learned Judge has taken quite another and a 
contrary view of the subject ; for he denies in case of 
infants a prevenient act of grace ; and represents bap- 
tism as taking effect as it were on inert matter, without 
any previous preparation ; a sort of charm, that produces 
effects on what is altogether passive. But the view he 
adopts introduces what is contradictory, as it makes what 
the Article declares to be " the sign of regeneration " to 
be regeneration itself; and what confirms faith and in- 
creases grace, to be the original means of conveying both. 
And the principle he advocates not only confounds things 
and introduces inconsistencies, but also exposes our Church 
to reproach ; for if our Church teaches baptismal rege- 
neration in the sense he advocates, it teaches what is 
manifestly contradicted by innumerable and glaring facts. 
Theoretically to hold what facts most clearly contravene, 
cannot be according to Scripture ; and to this test alone 
our Church refers all it teaches. 

" There are some indeed, who, seeing that facts contra- 
dict their theory, endeavour to reduce baptismal regene- 
ration to something they know not well how to describe. 
It is a something, and yet a something so very evanescent 
that it may never appear. But this is not the regenera- 
tion of Scripture, nor that of our Church ; for what both 
teach is a real thing, effected by the Spirit, manifested in 
the life, issuing in good works. Our Church says, that 
faith is required of aU who are to be baptized ; and it 
declares, also, that good works '* do spring out necessarily, 
of a true and lively faith." A regeneration that is dor- 
mant and ineffectual, is the figment of men, the device of 
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the bfind and wpe r siai oQs, and not tbe trutk o£ God, 
what is reeognised in our Chmdi. 

'^ It is a great mistake to suppose that the onfy <>PP^ 
nents of baptismal regeneration, in the sense defended faj 
the Learned Judge, are those who are called CalTinists. 
The stiirdT and the cold Arminians of the Chnrdi of Soot- 
land, in the last centarr, imbibed no sentiment of this kind ; 
nor is it advocated, bat strongly opposed, bj the wanner 
and better Arminians of our day, the Methodists. Its 
advocates are generally, though not aniversaDY, the Armi- 
nians of oar Charch and the members of the Church of 
Borne. No Protestants, except Arminians in our Church, 
have ever advocated such a notion, as far as I am aware ; 
what is in its favour is what is called antiquity or tradi- 
tion, and not Scripture ; and too much deference to the 
former, and too little to the latter, has been perhaps the 
main cause of its adoption. 

** The decision of the Learned Judge has certainly taken 
many by surprise. What some expected was, that the 
decision would be, that the subject, to use a Parliamentary 
phrase, was an open question, undecided by the Church, 
and consequently that the objection of the Bishop on 
that ground could not be valid against Mr. Gorham. This 
might at least have been reasonably expected even from a 
judge predisposed in favour of baptismal regeneration ; 
for the arguments on the other side must be admitted to 
be very strong, countenanced as they are by the whole 
tenour of Scriptui-e, and by the writings and known sen- 
timents of the Reformers, and held valid by many in the 
Church since their time, and by not a few in the present 
day." Cleeicus, O. T. 
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" We remarked, about the time of the issue of Sir Her- 
bert Jenner Fust's judgment, that too much stress ought 
not to be laid upon it. We showed, by Dr. Pusey's own 
published language, in adverting to the Stone Altar case, 
that in his view the single opinion of a lay official, like 
Sir Herbert, ought not to disturb the mind of any Church- 
man, or to be regarded as any expression of the Church's 
own view upon any question. 

" Such was the value set upon the judgment of the 
Arches' Court, by the Tractarians, when that judgment 
was against them. Totally different is their language 
now. Sir H. J. Fust having spoken as they would wish 
him to speak, nothing can now exceed the weight, the 
value, of his sentence. Six other judges, of higher rank, 
aided by the advice of three of the highest prelates in the 
Church, are not to be compared to him. Their sentence 
is the sentence of a Civil Court, — he uttered " the voice 
of the Church:' 

" There are two sorts of falsehood and hypocrisy : one 
in which a man advances a false pretext, knowing it to be 
false; the other in which he has first taken the falsehood 
into his own mind, and really believes what he says. 
Moralists differ as to the comparative guilt of the two 
classes, and we shall not attempt to decide the point, or 
even to surmise to which of the two classes the following 
writers belong. 

•* 1. The Rev. W. J. Bennett, of Knightsbridge, in an 
appendix to two sermons recently published by him, gives 
a protest against the anticipated judgment of the Judicial 
Committee of Privy Council, in which protest the follow- 
ing clauses appear : — 

' 7. And whereas, in a recent cause in the Court of 



190 APPENDIX. 

Arches, viz., Gorham v. the Bishop of Exeter, concerning 
a question of Doctrine — and a Controversy of Faith — 
the said Spiritual Court of the Church did pronounce that 
the Doctrine of Regeneration in Baptism is of necessity, 
and exclusively the Doctrine of the Church of England. 

' 8. And whereas, the said cause had been taken in 
appeal before the Judicial Committee of the Privy Coun- 
cil, and the said Judicial Committee of the Privy Council 
has publicly and openly heard pleadings thereupon, bear- 
ing upon the Doctrine of Regeneration in Baptism ; ^ and, 
as it is supposed, intends to pronounce judgment there- 
upon. 

* 9. And whereas, the very fact of the power of this 
Court f being merely a temporal or civil Court) to sit in 
judgment on the point of Doctrine and Controversy of 
Faith, involves a possibility of a judgment which shall 
reverse or vary the judgment of the Spiritual Court of 
Arches, from which the Appeal is brought ; and therefore 
it may happen that the judgment may be such as to con- 
tradict the Doctrine of Regeneration in Baptism, as now 
declared in the Court of Arches." 

" 2. The Rev. H. W. Wilberforce, in a Letter to the 
Guardian newspaper, thus writes : — 

* But a more serious objection is, that the Gorham 
case, with all its momentous issues, is left to be decided 
again by the State, after the Church has determined it. 
Be it remembered the questions which it raises are — 

* 1 . Is Mr. Gorham * sound in the faith ? ' 

* 2. Is he worthy of cure of souls ? 

* The Church Court has decided both questions in the 
negative. We are now waiting to know which way the 
State Court will decide them. If the State reverses the 
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decision of the Church, he is to have cure of souls in the 
name of the Church ; and if it confirms that decision, he is 
to be rejected. If these are not purely spiritual questions, 
my imagination is at a loss to think of any which are. 

:|e 4c :|e ^ ^ ^ 

* 1 . Mr. Gorham is heretical, for he denies an article 
of the Creed. 

* 2. He has been condemned by the proper Courts of 
the Church. 

* 3. He has been pronounced by these Courts unfit for 
cure of souls. 

* 4. The sentence of the Church Courts is now in 
abeyance, that it may be seen whether the State Court is 
pleased in the Queen's name to confirm or set it aside.' 

" Now, in both these specimens of logic, these mon- 
strous propositions are put forward. 

" That when a lawyer, a layman, has been appointed by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury to preside over the Arches' 
Court, he becomes better qualified to declare what is the 
doctrine of the Church, than the Archbishop himself. 
Nay, that even when the Queen has desired the three 
highest Prelates to consult upon a question of this kind, 
their opinion is worth nothing, when compared with that 
of the deputy of the Archbishop, Sir Herbert Jenner Fust ! 

** That a lawyer appointed solely by the Archbishop to 
sit in his name, and decide causes for him, becomes, 
somehow or other, clothed with an infallibility, and a spi- 
ritual power, which does not belong to the Archbishop 
himself, nor to the Queen, the acknowledged head of the 
Church. 

" Whether the persons who advance these propositions 
have indeed really succeeded in persuading themselves of 
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the truth of them, is a point respecting which, as we have 
ahready said, we shall offer no opinion." Becord. March 
4, 1850. 

Clergy of the Archdeaconry of Surrey, 
** An Address having been handed about for aignature, 
among some of the Surrey clergy, condemnatory of the 
recent Judgment of the Judicial Committee in the case 

" GORHAM V. THE BiSHOP OF EXETEE ; " SOmC of the 

clergy, unwilling to sign that Address, and equally un- 
willing that their motives should be misunderstood, have 
prepared and affixed their signatures to the following : — 

*' TO THE BIGHT KEY. THE LOBJ) BISHOP OF 

WINCHE9TEB. 

" We, the undersigned clergymen of the Archdeaoomy 
of Surrey, in your Lordship's diocese, finding that an 
address to your Lordship has been signed by some of the 
clergy of the said Archdeaconry, condemning the recent 
judgment of the Judicial Conmiittee of the Privy Council 
in the case of Gorham v. the Bishop of Exeter, and 
earnestly b^ging your Lordship, 'in consultation with 
your Bight Beverend Brethren, to take such steps as may 
be deemed expedient for securing an authoritatiye re- 
affirmation of the doctrine of the Church of England on 
the subject of ' Infant Baptism,' desire to express our deep 
concern that any such movement has taken place in your 
Lordship's diocese. 

" We think that inasmuch as by the late decision no 
new doctrine has been affirmed, any demonstration calling 
for a * re-affirmation ' of doctrine is perfectly unnecessary. 

" We would further deprecate the adoption of any 
steps calculated to overturn or counteract the judgment of 
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the Judicial Committee, and we deeply deplore the con- 
tinuance of an agitation which, to our view, is injurious to 
the best interests of the Church, productive of much 
bitterness of feeling, and calculated in various ways to 
obstruct the sacred work of the ministry. 

" It is our earnest prayer that your Lordship may be 
divinely guided and upheld in these times of difficulty and 
trial. 

" Robert Bickersteth, M.A., Incumbent of St. John's 
Church, Clapham-rise. 

** William Borrows, Minister of St. Paul's Chapel, 
Clapham. 

" Charles Bradley, Minister of St. James's Chapel, 
Clapham. 

" Stephen Bridge, M.A., Incumbent of St. Matthew, 
Denmark Hill. 

** Edmund Day, Officiating Minister of St. Paul's, 
Clapham. 

" John J. Day, M.A., Curate of St. Matthew, Denmark 
HiU. 

" W. Harker, M.A., Incumbent of St. Barnabas, 
South Kennington. 

** S. Jenkinson, M.A., Vicar of Battersea. 

" Charles Kemble, M.A., Incumbent of St. Michael, 
Stockwell. 

Charlton Lane, M.A., Incumbent of Kennington. 
John William Laughlin, B.A., Curate of Christ 
Church, Bermondsey. 

** E. G. Lewis, M.A., Officiating Minister of Christ 
Church, Battersea. 

** Edward Henry Lovelock, Curate of St. James's 
Chapel, Clapham. 

o 
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R. Marshall Martin, B.A., Incnmbent of Cluist 

Church, Bermondsev. 

It 

** John Pickford, Curate of 3t. Michari, S to d uf d L 

" John H. Simpson, M.A. Incomboit of dt. Stephen's, 
Southwark. 

** J. W. Watson, M.A., Resident in the Aichdeaeomy. 

" J. W. Weeks, Incnmbent of St. Thomas, Lambeth. 

" John Williams, M.A., Curate of St. Barnabas, South 
Kennington. 

" Thomas Woodman, B.A., Curate of St. Michad, 
StockweU." 




On Tuesday, the 23rd of July, 1850, the Tractarian 
party assembled at the great Music Hall in Long-Acre, 
(St. Martin's Hall,) together with a multitude of others, 
(Laymen and Dissenters,) amounting it is said to 1500 — 
admitted by cards which stated that " no one should 
speak, unless called upon to do so by the chairman, to 
whose authority, the bearer, by his attendance, engaged 
entirely to submit." Mr. Hubbard, a Merchant from 
Birchin Lane, presided. There were present, one Peer, 
two young Lords, four M. P.'s, one Bishop, (Bath and 
Wells,) and the usual Tractarian leaders, Messrs Wilber- 
force, Manning, Irons, Pusey, Hope, Sewell, &c. 

The Bishop of Bath and Wells moved the adoption 
of the following 

Protest. 

" Whereas upon an appeal by the Rev. G. C. Grorham 
against the sentence of the Dean of the Arches Court 
of Canterbury, it has been declared by the Judicial Com- 
mittee of Her Majesty's Privy Council, in contradiction 
to the judgment of the Ecclesiastical Court, * That the 
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doctrine held by Mr. Gorham is not contrary or repugnant 
to the declared doctrine of the Church of England,' and 
further, that * Mr. Gorham ought not to have been refused 
institution to the Vicarage of Bramford-Speke ; ' and 
whereas the Rev. G. C. Gorham, being presented to the 
Vicarage of Bramford-Speke, declared and has published 
(Efficacy of Baptism, p. 83,) — * That no spiritual grace 
is conveyed in baptism except to worthy recipients, and 
that, as infants are by nature unworthy recipients, being 
bom in sin and children of wrath, they cannot receive 
any benefit from baptism, except there shall have been a 
prevenient act of grace to make them worthy ' — herein 
declaring original sin (the remission of which is a pro- 
mised effect of baptism) to be a bar to the due reception 
of baptism ; — and whereas the said G. C. Gorham, in 
accepting the church's statement, that ' infants that are 
baptized, dying before they commit actual sin, are un- 
doubtedly saved, holds, and has published (p. 85) — * That 
they must have been regenerated by an act of grace pre- 
venient to their baptism, in order to make them worthy 
recipients of that sacrament.' And moreover, (p. 88,) 
that " the new nature must have been possessed by those 
** who receive baptism rightly ; " and, therefore, possessed 
before the seal was aflftxed.' (p. 113.) 'That faith, and 
that filial state, tho' clearly to be " ascribed to God," was 
given to the worthy recipient before baptism, and not in 
baptism, (p. 197.) 'As faith must precede beneficial 
baptism, and as justification is invariably consequent 
on faith, therefore justification also precedes beneficial 
baptism, and cannot be equivalent to it,' thereby declaring 
that the gifts of regeneration, adoption, remission of sins, 
and justification, which the Catholic Church — and in it 
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our own — ^have ever taught, aud does teach, to be given 
by God, in and by the sacrament of baptism, are given 
before baptism, upon some prevenient act of grace, whereof 
Scripture and the Church are wholly silent. 

And whereas the doctrine of the Church of England 
is declared as follows : 

1 . In the Nicene Creed : — * I acknowledge one bap- 
tism for the remission of sins.' 

2. In her two forms of ministration of public and 
private baptism of infants, wherein the Priest, having 
baptized the child with water, in the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, thus speaks : — 
In the public form — 'Seeing now, dearly beloved bre- 
thren, that this child is by baptism regenerate, and grafted 
into the body of Christ's Church ; * and, moreover, in the 
previous certification by the minister, who saith — * This 
child being bom in original sin, and in the wrath of Grod, 
is now by the laver of regeneration in baptism, received 
into the number of the children of God, and heirs of 
everlasting life ; for our Lord Jesus Christ doth not deny 
his grace and mercy unto such infants, but most lovingly 
doth call them unto him ; ' — and again in both forms — 

* We yield thee hearty thanks most merciful father, that 
•it hath pleased thee to regenerate this infant with thy 
holy spirit, to receive him for thine own child by adoption, 
and to incorporate him into thy holy Church ; ' (in which 
said forms the 57th Canon of the Church declares, * the 
doctrine of baptism to be sufficiently set down,* * as 
nothing can be added to it that is material or necessary.') 

3. In the order of confirmation, when the Bishop prays 
that God will strengthen his servants whom he had 

* vouchsafed to regenerate by water and the Holy Ghost,' 
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and unto whom he had * given the forgiveness of all their 



sins/ 



4. In her Catechism, which teaches that * in baptism 
we are made members of Christ, children of God, and 
inheritors of the kingdom of heaven ' that bap- 
tism is a sacrament generally necessary to salvation' 

that • sacrament means an outward and visible 

sign of an inward and spiritual grace given unto us, 
ordained by Christ himself, as a means whereby we receive 
the same, and a pledge to assure us thereof ; ' and that 
* the inward and spiritual grace in baptism is a death imto 
sin and a new birth unto righteousness.' 

6. In her Articles, viz., in her 25th Article, * Sacra- 
ments ordained of Christ be not only badges or tokens of 
Christian men's professions, but rather be certain sure' 
witnesses, and effectual signs of grace and God's good 
will towards us, by the which he doth work invisibly in 
us.' And again, in the 27th Article, ' Baptism is not 
only a sign of profession and mark of difference whereby 
Christian men may be discerned from others that be not 
christened, but it is also a sign of regeneration, or new 
birth, whereby, as by an instrument they that receive 
baptism rightly, are grafted into the Church.' 

6. Now, we, the undersigned members of the Church of 
England, accepting without reserve these distinct declara- 
tions of her doctrine, (denying also that her deliberate 
and unambiguous expressions in the actual ministration 
of the sacrament of baptism are to be taken in a quali- 
fied or uncertain sense,) and holding that original sin is 
remitted to all infants by spiritual regeneration thro' the 
application of the merits of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ in and by the sacrament of baptism ; which doctrine 
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« 

we, together with the whole Church, individually affirm, 
whenever in the recital of the Nicene Creed, " we ac- 
knowledge one baptism for the remission of sins,'* do 
hereby solemnly repudiate and protest against the said 
judgment of the Judicial Committee of Her Majesty*s 
Privy Council ; and do appeal therefrom unto a free and 
lawful Synod of the Church of England, when such Synod 
may be had. Because, while the Judicial Committee 
exclude from their abstract of Mr. Grorham's doctrine (on 
which abstract alone they decide) all notice of the specific 
errors asserted by him in the aforecited passages — their 
judgment sanctions the acceptance, in an hypothetical and 
unreal sense, of the plain declarations of the Church — 
suggests contradictory interpretations of her doctrines, and 
requires institution to a benefice with cure of souls to a 
Priest who professes doctrines utterly inconsistent with 
the sacramental character of baptism, and subversive of 
a fimdamental article of faith. And because, through 
this decision touching doctrines of the Church, the Judi- 
cial Committee of the Privy Council do (notwithstanding 
their formal disclaimer of * any authority to settle matters 
of faith ') practically exercise in spiritual matters a juris- 
diction for which they are utterly incompetent, and which 
never has been, nor ever can be, confided^ to them by the 
Church." 

The composition of this rebellious Protest, no doubt 
proceeds from the pen of the notorious leaders of the 
Tractarian party ; and as such, embodies all the objec- 
tions, with their grounds, to the decision of the Judicial 
Committee of Her Majesty's Privy Council on the Gk)rham 
question. I have inserted it in this Appendix, for the 
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purpose of offering a few observations, that may guard 
those youths of our Universities into whose hands it may 
chance to fall, and amongst whom this protest will doubt- 
less be industriously circulated, against its pernicious 
effects upon their mind.* 

No doubt the expressions in the Church formularies, 
culled and strung together as they are here, and inter- 
preted in their literal sense, at first sight appear very con- 
clusive on the side of the Tractarian errors on the subject 
of baptism. — ^But to assume the literal interpretation of 
these expressions as correct, is to beg the whole question. 
Viewing these statements of the doctrines of the Church 
thus, merely upon the suiface of her teaching, without 
further penetrating into her real sentiments, it is not at 
all surprising they should carry conviction of the correct- 
ness of the Tractarian notions, to minds averse to con- 
troversy, and indisposed to take the trouble of thoroughly 
investigating the subject. But a more careful inquiry, 
will necessarily lead to a very different conclusion. 

Before I proceed however to oft'er any remarks upon 
this extraordinary document, I cannot forbear to observe, 
that this struggle to maintain their opinions, must be 
regarded as the grand effort of Satan to counteract the 
fundamental doctrine of the Gospel of the invariable neces- 
sity of CONVERSION ; and so to subvert and defeat the 
scriptural teaching of our pure and Evangelical Church, 
and to prepare the youthful minds of Protestants for the 
reception of the soul-destroying dogmas and heresies of 
Popery. 

* For the full, and clear, and most satisfactory, refutation of 
this protest, — see Mr. Goode's reply. 
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To explain this, I woold obseire, that as the image of 
God in the soul of man, was first destrojed by Satan, 
which, to enjoy a fhtnre hearen, most necessazify be 
restored ;— or, in other words, as man is now corrapt 
and sinfol in his nature, in order to qnaHfy him for fbture 
bliss, that nature most undergo a radical change, and be 
made holy ; — and as this change, this restoration of the 
divine image in the soul, is the chief design of the 
Gospel ; so it is the grand aim and elSbrt of Satan to 
defeat this object, by substituting, amongst other delusive 
devices, a sacrament for a reality — the shadow for the 
substance ; and by diverting the mind from the pursuit 
of the reality, through a false persuasion that it has 
been already imparted in and by that Sacrament. This, 
I verily believe, will hereafter be seen to be the real fact 
of the case, and the origin and source of all this angry 
controversy. 

I have maintained in the preceding pages, and I still 
maintain, notwithstanding the plausible exhibition of her 
doctrines here made, that the Church gives no real coun- 
tenance to the views entertained by this mistaken party, 
who here protest against the decision of the Committee 
of the Privy Council. Those views are precisely such as 
the natural man entertains, and form a just ground to 
fear that those who hold them, though baptized, are still 
devoid of that heavenly light and teaching of the Holy 
Spirit, which is peculiar to the Lord's people. (Ps. xxv. 
14.) It surely behoves them to enquire, whether they 
have not " taken counsel together against the Lord, and 
against his anointed." And if so, they may be equally 
certain, that ** He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh : 
the Lord shall have them in derision." 



^ 
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In the preamble of this protest, it professes to state 
correctly Mr. Gorham's views. But these would appear 
in a very different light, if not culled out from his pub- 
lished examination, to suit their purpose. Nevertheless, 
taking the partial quotation in this protest, as it stands, 
•« That no spiritual grace is conveyed in baptism except 
to worthy recipients : and as infants are by nature 
unworthy recipients, being bom in sin, and children of 
wrath, they cannot receive any benefit from baptism 
except there shall have been a prevenient act of grace to 
make them worthy " — (Ans. to 15th ques. p. 83, Gorham 
on the efficacy of Baptism) I would observe, that Mr. 
G. here adopts the term " worthy" merely in accordance 
with the language of the Church. But I do not think that 
either he, or the Church, intends, to convey any idea of 
human merit. He could not intend to harmonize in this 
respect with his erring opponents, or to sanction such a 
common error, even in respect of infants, who, neither 
before, nor afterwards, could prefer any claim to the divine 
favor upon this ground, which in fact he utterly repu- 
diates.— (See Ques. 68, 69. p. 122, &c.) The ''pre- 
venient act of grace," of which he speaks, and speaks 
correctly, arises exclusively, in every case, from the free 
and sovereign favor of Gt)d, independently of the fore- 
seen worthiness or desert of either child or parent, priest 
or sponsor. What Mr. G. meant therefore, 1 presume, 
was, that no spiritual grace is conveyed in baptism, 
except to "fit, and duly qualified/' recipients ; i. e. to 
those who are properly presented, and presented, by those 
who bring tbem, in a right spirit, and with sincere and 
scriptural views : " rite, digne, cum fide** Article 28.— 
(See p. 126.) 



^ 
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Mr. Gorham moreover maintains, and I think justly, 
that even then^ " inward and spiritual grace " is not 
necessarily conveyed, in all cases, whatever may be the 
hopes of the Church in every individual case. It may, 
or it may not be sp ; for " the wind bloweth where it 
listeth." And even where it is so, it does not render 
them meritorious or deserving ; but only fits and qualifies 
them for the reception of the divine favour. The idea of 
merit, however, is so fixed and interwoven, as it were, in 
the very texture of the human mind, that the protesters 
instantly jump to a false conclusion, as if it were a neces- 
sary sequence from the premises so verbally stated, with- 
out considering what Mr. G. really did mean — ^viz. not 
that childi'en by any prevenient act of grace were thereby 
rendered meritorious or deserving of the divine favor — 
but only duly qualified to receive the sacred rite. And 
certainly original sin, in the nature of things, is " a bar 
to the " meritorious *' reception of baptism " — and a bar 
too, which can only be removed by a prevenient act of 
free and sovereign grace. Baptism then becomes the sign 
and seal of the removal of the guilt of orig^al sin ; or 
" the fault and corruption of our nature." Article ix. — 
But that the act of baptism should invariably convey the 
remission of the guilt of original sin, is utterly without 
foundation in either the sacred Scriptures, or the teaching 
of the Church ; and this is all that Mr. G. meant to 
maintain. 

I need only further observe upon the preamble of this 
protest, that its promoters seem to disclaim all idea of a 
prevenient act of grace, when in point of fact, but for the 
truth of it, universally, they had not assembled in St. 
Martin's Hall : for every mercy we eiyoy is founded upon 
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the truth of this doctrine. Upon the very face of things, 
it is therefore both impious and absurd to maintain that 
any of Grod's blessings are dependent upon the act of 
man ; — ^and consequently those special blessings these 
gentlemen name, viz. " regeneration, adoption, remission 
of sins, and justification," can only proceed from the 
same cause — " the prevenient," the free, undeserved, and 
sovereign grace of God. 

And now let us see what these gentlemen consider to 
be the doctrine of the Church of England. — We will 
take their statements, paragraph by paragraph, as, for 
this purpose, I have numbered them. 

1 . The first contains their grand idol, the acknowledg- 
ment of " one baptism for the remission of sins," men- 
tioned in the Nicene Creed. — ^Upon this we have already 
commented, (p. 11,) and shewn that the baptism here 
meant, is not the opus operatum of the ordinance itself, 
but that of which it is a figure, or a sign, viz. ** the 
inward and spiritual grace." But even in this view, we 
must be careful not to pervert the doctrine of Scripture, 
by putting the effect for the cause. We must not sup- 
pose, for an instant, that where " the inward and spiritual 
grace is given," that this operation of the Spirit is the 
meritorious or efficient cause of remission of sins ; but 
just the reverse : the remission of sins being first given, 
the inward and spiritual grace follows as its fruit or effect. 
The doctrine of the Church, in the expression referred to, 
hinges upon the force of the word "for " — " for the 
remission of sins." It is not that we may thereby (by 
baptism) obtain the remission of sins, but because of, or 
in consideration of their previous remission : for " the 
blood of Jesus Christ " and that only, and not baptism. 



204 APPENDIX. 

** cleanseth from all sin." And when that atoning sacri* 
fice is laid hold of by faith and humble dependence, (the 
gift of Grod) then is the ** seal " affixed, in token of our 
interest in it. (See Johnson's Diet, on the word for.) 
But this perversion of the use and effect of baptism, 
totally subverts the grand truth of the Grospel, by super- 
seding that only sacrifice and atonement for sin which the 
Gospel announces. It is therefore impossible to believe 
that our Church, by this expression in the Nicene Creed, 
intended to substitute the ordinance of baptism for the 
propitiatory sacrifice of Christ, or the atonement effected 
for us by his precious blood. The advocates, however, 
of this doctrine, can reconcile their views with the truth 
of Scripture, only by considering the " one baptism *' to 
mean the one atoning sacrifice of Christ — a construction 
of the term, which, I think, they will not readily adopt. 

No. 2. has been so thoroughly considered already, that 
we may here pass over it in silence. (See p. 12 — 23.) 

No. 3. Here we need only remark, that in the con- 
firmation service, as in all other services of the Church, 
the charitable and hypothetical sense, is that which the 
Church intends, and therefore teaches. 

No. 4. The substaiice of this paragraph too, has been 
already sufficiently considered, except that these gentle- 
men have taken the liberty of adopting the modem and 
erroneous punctuation, to suit their purpose, in the an- 
swer given in our Church Catechism to the question, 
" What meanest thou by this word Sacrament P " The 
reply to this question is, ** I mean an outward visible 
sign of an inward and spiritual grace," But the reply does 
not end here, but goes on to say, " given unto us (or- 
dained by Christ himself) as a means whereby " &c. In 
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order however to support their false notions of the *' in- 
variable efficacy of baptism, they join the terms ^^ given 
unto us** to the preceding part of the sentence, and place 
not even a comma after " grace," but let the sentence 
run on, and place the comma after ** given unto us ; " 
thereby making '* the inward and spiritual grace," to be 
the antecedent to *' given," instead of " the outward and 
visible sign. But this is so wholly unimportant, that we 
may well afford to give our opponents this advantage ; 
as, in every case, Christ is the sole donor of all grace, 
whether visible or invisible ; and whichever antecedent it 
properly and grammatically belongs to, it will not prove 
that the Church teaches that the grace given, is always 
given. So let that pass. But no one disputes that the 
ordinances are "means of grace," when rightly used; 
or that they are ** pledges," to the sincere and humble, 
" to assure us thereof." And where there is no question, 
there needs no remark. 

No. 5. Who disputes the 25th or the 27th Article of 
the Church ? certainly not Mr. Gorham. The object of 
its being here brought forward, I suppose is, to prove, 
as they think, the invariable efficacy of baptism. If so, 
their readers must shut their eyes when they come to the 
expression " they that receive baptism rightly." And 
then, if it is intended to prove hereby, that the " inward 
and spiritual grace " of a renewed nature — a new heart — 
is then, and thereby, invariably imparted, they must take 
leave of common sense when they so understand the expres- 
sion, " are grafted into the Church." (See note, p. 15.) 

Such then are the five ffimsy grounds of this solemn 
Protest. And now we come to their conclusive and 
practical inferences. But really it would be a waste o^ 
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time to coDinder them in all their bearings : they s[ 
for tbenueiires, and I would that they spoke the truth : 
L t, that in maintaining them, these gentlemen had not 
di^piuU^ from the troth, Thej say, as the Bishop of 
Exeter himself told his superior, that the " Judicial Com- 
mittee exclude from their abstract of Mr. Gorham's doc- 
trine (on which abstract they alone decide) all notice of 
the specific errors asserted by him in the aforesaid pas- 
sages/* &c. &c. Why the whole judgment is based npon 
the npcAfic statements of Mr. Gorham in his examination 
by the Hishop, which the Bishop himself admits to be 
corrcKJtly recorded in his book. But what necessity can 
there be to justify the conduct of such judges and ad- 
viwjrs ? 1 feel it the height of presumption to enter upon 
such a defence ; and therefore forbear ; and shall conclude 
my remarks with once more reminding my youthful 
readers of the dangers to which they are now exposed. 
H(5(5, in all tliis, to what a state of blindness and infatuation 
men of great learning and ability, and even highly es- 
timable in their private character, may be left, when once 
yielding to a natural aversion to the purity and spiri- 
tuality of the truth as it is in Jesus ! " Darkness is put 
for light, and light for darkness ; bitter for sweet, and 
Hwe(5t for bitter ; *' and that which our adorable Lord has 
pun^luwod for us by his blood, and which is absolutely 
iudisponsablc to salvation — viz. the renewal of the soul, 
and its transformation into the divine image, by the gifts 
and graces of the Holy Spirit, which, of all the doctrines 
of the Gospel is the most prominent and essential, is not 
cordially received ; but a mere empty, fruitless, ceremony, 
t]\{\ opus opcratum of baptism is substituted in its place ! 
What will you sny to Him who loved us and gave him- 
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self for us, in that awful day, when we shall all stand at 
his bar, if now, in any wise you abet, or give the slightest 
countenance to such fatal error ? The tendency of such 
erroneous views and principles, is clearly manifested by 
the spirit of this meeting, towards Her Majesty the 
Clueen, the two Archbishops, and the learned members of 
the Judicial Committee^ What a specimen of the firuits 
of such error, is here exhibited by all the speakers, and 
especially by Mr. Sewell, who said, if the Times news- 
paper reports correctly, as follows : — 

" Let them stand by their Reverend fathers, the 
Bishops, (not, of course, the two Archbishops, whose 
opinions now, they contemn) and make a solemn resolu- 
tion to practise towards them the duties of a filial piety*' 

after the example set them by the Bishop of 

Exeter towards the Primate, with whom he declares he 
will hold no communion, for sanctioning the decision of 
the Privy Council ! ! Then, after the meeting had in- 
sulted the Archbishop and the Judges of the land, Mr. 
S. proceeds to attack her Majesty the Queen in terms the 
most revolting to a loyal and Christian mind. " They 
would go before the Sovereign, and remind her of the 
time when on entering the sacred edifice, whose every 
stone impressed on her the awful responsibilities she was 
about to assume, with all the glowing sentiments of 
youth, her first feelings burst forth in a flood of tears. 
They woxdd' ask her, who had placed the crown upon her 
head, who served her at the Table of the Lord, and who 
had received her solemn vow to defend the * faith of the 
Christian Church in these realms, and they would ask her 
if all that had so passed was a delusion and a dream ? 
They would ask her if she had since learned that miserable 
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philosophy which subtilized truth into error, and evapo- 
rated all the dread * mysteries of religion, and all the holy 
doctrines of the faith of Christ and of the word of Gk)d 
into an empty myth ; and if she replied that she had not, 
they would tell her to remember the judgment-seat of 
heaven, where she would be called on to account for the 
violation of the most solemn vow, uttered in the most 
solemn moment, when she promised to defend all tlra 
rights and privileges of the Church ; and they would 
warn her to beware lest she should go down to the grave 
with, the curse from posterity, and from history, of perjury 
on her name ; and lest those who had been called on to 
bless her, should have to weep over and deplore her falL" 
All this to be the inevitable consequence of her failing to 
put the Eoyal Seal upon the heresies of this rebellious, 
and vituperative meeting of the high-/otr-church ! ! They 
have the presumption too, to call themselves **Thb 
Church," "The judgment of the Judicial Committee 
was repeatedly stigmatized in the strongest terms, as an 
** insult to the Church," notwithstanding it was advised 
and approved of by the two Archbishops ; (the two Arch- 
bishops insulting the Church f !) the charitable construc- 
tion which it enunciates was designated as ''a miserable 
misnomer ; and the divines it cites as authorities (Jewel, 
Hooker, Ussher, Jeremy Taylor, Whitgift, Pearson, 

• " Dread I " " Dread mysteries of religion ! " We have here a 
specimen of the spirit and tone of that religion which wtiure dic- 
tates, and is so characteristic of the Tractarian party — but which is 
totally opposed to the true spirit which the Gospel generates when 
cordially embraced. What a miserable wretched state of bondage 
does it engender ! How opposite to the liberty, peace and joy 
which are the prif ilege of the true christian ! (John xv. 11; 
XYi. 24; Rom.xiv. 17 ; xy. 13; 1 Pet. i. 8; 1 John i. 4; Heb. 
vi. 11.) 
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Carlton, Prideaux, and many others) were spoken of as 
being ** linked in ignominious fellowship / *' Nor was it 
on the judgment of the Privy Council alone, that all this 
wrath was expended. The Committee itself, consisting 
as it does, of the first judges of the land, and com- 
prehending, for the time, our two Archbishops, comes in 
for its share of abuse. Their ignorance was compassion- 
ately referred to ; they " knew not " what they were 
about, and so adopted a " deplorable, discreditable, and 
shorUsighied compromise ! ^* ** This most voretched judicial 
committee r^ (as Mr. Beresford Hope called it,) "had been 
hastily and carelessly invested with an appellate jurisdic- 
tion in ecclesiastical matters, as fire arms are put in the 
way of children ! " The Church too, was spoken of as 
the source of '* spiritual life ! I " (See the Letter to Lord 
Littleton, App. K.) 

Such is the antichristian spirit generated by these errors : 
and thus we see the real fruits and effects of the system 
adopted by this section of the clergy. I trust the young 
men of our Universities, who are destined to become the 
leaders and teachers of sound doctrine, in our Church, 
will take warning, from the spirit such obliquities na- 
turally generate, and is now so broadly exhibited, and 
from the actual departure to the Eoman antichrist of 
many of them, to hold fast their Protestant principles, 
and the true and scriptural doctrines of our Church ; and 
to be extremely cautious, in the outset of their college 
career, not to imbibe notions so utterly subversive of the 
very essence of the Gospel of Christ ; nor to fall in with, 
and adopt, novel practices, founded upon obsolete in-, 
junctions, allowable at the time of the Reformation, but 
now destructive of the purity and simplicity of Christian 

p 
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the drd Inst., in which, as the organs of the Metropolitan 
Church Union, you desire me to reconsider my r^ly to 
your previous communication. 

*' You disclaim my interpretation of the request then 
made to me, and profess that in desiring me to withhold 
consent to the admission of Mr. Gorham to the benesfioe 
of Bramford-Speke, you do not propose that I slioidd 
reverse the sentence of the Judical Committee of the 
Privy Coimcil. It is. however, obvious,* that to refbse 
Mr. Grorham a benefice to which that tribunal has de- 
clared him to be entitled, would be practically to revene 
its decision ; the decision of a tribunal which» whether it 
be termed spiritual or secular, is the tribunal by which, 
according to the existing law, Mr. Gbrham's right was to 
be tried. 

*' You suggest that I should represent to Her Majesty 
the view taken by the Metropolitan Church Union in 
many points connected with that judgment, in the hope 
that Her Majesty may license the assembling of a Con- 
vocation, and that thus the whole question may again 
be brought under deliberation, and as you expect, diffe- 
rently determined. But surely it would be an tinprece- 
dented and arbitrary measure, by any retrospective decree, 
to annul a right of which an individual is already legally 
in possession. And whilst you assume as undeniable a 
variety of principles, and make many positive assertions 

* Giving this Committee full credit for sincerity, is it not 
surprising that they cannot see what is so plain to every body 
else ? And what does this lead us to fear, but that a judicial 
blindness has overtaken them. It should seem that they have 
provoked the Most High to withhold from them even the light 
of common sense in matters relating to hit heavenly kingdom. 




APPENDIX. 213 

in. order to invalidate the respect due to tlie decision of 
the existing tribnnal, I must remind you that your opi- 
nions are directly opposed to those of a numerous body 
of intelligent and attached members of our Church, both 
dogymen and laymen, who, although they have observed 
a prudent and respectful silence, are yet deliberately con- 
vinced that no other determination of the question at 
issue would have been in accordance with the Articles of 
our Church, and the known principles of those who 
framed them ; and that a liberty which has been enjoyed 
by all Churchmen from the Eeformation to the present 
day, in the exposition of subjects of such deep mystery, 
should by all means be continued to them within the limits 
permitted by the revealed word of God. 

•* Assuredly there are occasions, as you remind me, when 
it becomes a duty to obey Grod rather than man. But I 
beg to observe, that before any one takes upon himself the 
responsibility of contravening the law of man, he ought 
to be very certain that in so doing he would be obeying 
God. Now, nothing that I find in the law of Gt)d, gives 
me reason to believe that I should be acting in conformity 
with his will, if I refused Mr. Gorham admission to the 
cure of souls, on the ground of his hesitating to affirm 
the spiritual regeneration * of every baptized child. And 
the will of God in this matter had need to be veiy plainly 
declared, before I could think myself justified in accusing 
Mr. Gorham of heresy ; much more, before I could assume 

* There can be no question that the Archbishop here uses the 
terms " spiritual regeneration " in the sense of conversion agree- 
ably to the custom of modern divines ; since neither he nor Mr. 
Gorham disputes the regeneration of every baptized child in a 
modified and ecclesiastical sense. 
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the right of individually condemning him, after the ded- 
sion of the legitimate tribunal in his favour. 

" In conclusion, I beg to assure your CJommittee that I 
feel great regret in the necessity laid upon me of profess- 
ing a wide difference of opinion from the numerous sub- 
scribers to your address : — ^a difference, however, which 
in no wise diminishes the respect with which 

" I remain, 
" Gentlemen, 
" Your faithful servant, 

" J. B. Cantuab.' 
•* To the Secretaries of the 

Metropolitan Church Union." 



H. 

The following sentence occurs in a charge of Bishop 
M'Uvaine, delivered to his Clergy of the Diocese of Ohio, 
in the United States, entitled * The Chief Danger of the 
Church,' in these times. 

" What more need I say, brethren, to shew the wretch- 
edness of this system (the Tractarian) as one pretending 
to be the instrument of Grod for the promotion of hoHness 
among men. I had thought to tell you something of the 
miserable work it makes of that great work of new 
creation by the Holy Spirit which lies at the basis of all 
spiritual character; how, under the most exalted and 
spmtual expressions concerning the greatness of that 
change, it really evaporates it into a mere figment of 
cloudy mysticism ; how it dishonours the whole spiritual 
character of Christianity, by teaching a doctrine of bap- 
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tismal regeneration, such as the most advanced in belief 
on this head whom we ever had in our Church never held 
— ^the doctrine that all who were ever baptized, except 
simply those adults who placed the resistance of positive 
unbelief or hypocrisy in the way of the influence of bap- 
tism, that the millions of the ungodly, but baptized, of 
Papal lands, for example, who have never exhibited one 
least sign of the fruits of the spirit, have all been the 
subjects of a great * moral change,' by which, in the most 
actual sense, they were joined unto Christ, and made 
'partakers of the divine nature,' * created anew,' as they 
can never be created again ; ' transformed,' ' renewed' 
* regenerated,' * bom again,' * spiritualized,' glorified in 
the divine nature, and that, not conditionally, in any sense, 
but actually and really, in the fullest sense. In truth, a 
greater dishonor is not done to the dignity of the Gospel ; 
and the understandings of men, by the Popish fiction of 
transubstantiation, than by the doctrine of baptismal 
regeneration, as it is boasted by this system for its great 
central position and chief glory. In the former, we are 
required to believe that consecrated bread has been changed 
into the actual flesh of Christ, while all our senses testify 
that it is as much bread as any that is unconsecrated. In 
the latter, we are required to believe that millions upon 
millions of persons have been made new creatures, the 
subjects of a great moral change, wherein the old man 
was put off, and the new put on, actually, fully, spiritually, 
in the strictest sense, while our senses testify that they are 
precisely the same wicked men, and always have been, as 
the unbaptized and ungodly around them." (page 21, 22.) 
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To these documents I must add what I find in the 
Record of the 10th of Oct. 1850. 

*' Extract from Tractarianimn SchismaticaU and DiskO' 
nest, A Letter to Lord Lyttleton, by the Eev. W. BrodE^ 
M. A., Sector of Bishops Waltham, Hants : — * It is 
usual with these High Churchmen to taunt the ' Evange- 
lical ' body with dishonesty for not bowing down to their 
opus operatum view of holy baptism ; but surely after the 
admissions and disclosures of the pamphlets to which I 
have referred, the accusation must signally recoil upon 
those who make it. Men of plain minds consider it 
as schismatical and dishonest to attempt to fix a Popish 
interpretation upon our Articles ; to subscribe them, and 
then, by * curious arts/ and the alchymy of * human 
ingenuity and cleverness,' to extract from them those very 
heresies against which they were drawn up ; to sap the 
foundations of the faith of the Church while we profess 
to believe it, and while we hold her emoluments ; to teach 
in her name doctrines which she repudiates, and practices 
which she declares to be vainly invented, founded on no 
warranty of Scripture, but repugnant to the word of 
Grod : in fact, to destroy the foundations which were laid 
at the Eeformation, and to violate that solemn compact 
which was then entered into between the Church and the 
State, and under which for three hundred years the one 
has prospered, and the other has been blest. My Lord, 
I go further, and I say that this conduct is not only 
schismatical and dishonest, but disloyal. I believe the 
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principles and proceedings of the Tractarians to be as 
dangerous to the Crowu and Monarchy of England^ and 
as subversive of her glorious constitution, as they are 
destructive of her reformed faith and ruinous to her 
National Church. We have been accustomed to associate 
with the name of the English Church principles of the 
most affectionate and determined loyalty ; but, alas ! my 
hoidy in these days of degeneracy we have been disho- 
nored by the treasonable language which some of our 
modem Churchmen have not scrupled to employ. We 
have been shocked with some of their public speeches, 
and while reading them, we have been painfully reminded 
of men who ' turn faith into fisu^ion, and religion into 
rebellion.' We have been made to feel that not only is 
the faith of the Church in danger, but that the very 
foundations of the Throne have been assaulted. I wonder 
that in an assembly of English gentlemen, not to say of 
English Churchmen, the language which Professor Sewell 
used at St. Martin's UaU should have been listened to 
without a burst of universal indignation and disgust. 
When he insinuated the mere possibility, of ' our most 
religious and gracious Queen ' forgetting her Coronation 
Oath — ^when he spoke of the awful crime of perjury in 
connexion with his Sovereign's name— when he dared to 
speak of her descending to her grave with the curse of 
history on her head, — I wonder, my Lord, that, as the 
chairman did not interpose, the only Eight Eeverend 
Prelate who was present, had not risen to * forbid the 
madness of the prophet ; ' yea, I wonder that the whole 
meeting had not sprung instantaneously from their seats, 
and, amidst acclamations of * God save the Queen ! ' had 
not torn down this ecclesiastical demagogue from the 
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tribune. My Lord, it is written, ' Thou shalt not speak 
evil of the Ruler of thy people.' * Curse not the King, 
no, not in thy thought* But here were curses, not only 
thought of, but spoken of; and can you expect that the 
faithful and loyal sons of the Church of England can 
ever sympathise or unite with such a party ? Can you be 
surprised that they should shrink with the utmost horror 
from being associated with their proceedings ? ** O, my 
soul, come not thou into their secret, unto their assembly, 
mine honor, be not thou united ! " No :. never, shall we 
do any thing but protest against such disloyal and des- 
tructive principles ! We remember where it is written, 
** My Son, fear thou the Lord and the King, and meddle 
not with them that are given to change." And when we 
think of the manner in which these misguided men are 
undermining our faith, when we witness the danger to 
which they have exposed the Throne, and the dishonor 
which they have brought upon the Church, we cannot but 
pray with more of fervency and importunity to Him who 
sitteth above the water-floods, and whose hand alone can 
stay their violence, that He would ' defeat their counsels, 
abate their pride, assuage their malice, and confound their 
devices.' 
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Since the above was sent to the press, and whilst passing 
through it, most extraordinary events have happened, 
verifying the prognostications therein contained, in regard 
to the spread of Popery in this country. The recent ag- 
gressions of ** the man of sin," if not effectually counter- 
acted by the strong arm of the Government, must neces- 
sarily lead to the complete fulfilment of Mr. Scott's in- 
terpretation of the Revelation, referring to this subject, 
and all the consequences plainly foreseen and foretold by 
Dr. M*Ilvaine, (page 167.) and numberless other divines. 
The distinct and almost universal voice of the country, 
however, in repudiation of the spiritual supremacy of 
the Roman Pontiff, it is hoped will coerce the Govern- 
ment to take the necessary measures to frustrate the de- 
signs of the Pope, and to disappoint the hopes of his 
abettors. Should it prove otherwise, as many fear, the 
entire overthrow of both Church and State may con- 
fidently be predicted as close at hand. No sober-minded 
man can survey the existing state of things in the Church, 
notwithstanding the hosts of strength we have in the two 
faithful servants of God at its head, without acknowledg- 
ing the ripeness of the country for the domination of 
Popery, in spite of the clamour now raised against 
the Pope's arrogance by those whose proceedings have 
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chiefly occasioned it. We have therefore every thing to 
fear ; and onr only hope of arresting this disastrous ca- 
tastrophe, must be founded upon the divine interposi- 
tion through the all-prevailing intercession of Him " by 
whom kings reign ; " and who has the hearts of all our 
legislators at His disposal. The true posture — the becom- 
ing spirit — of the people of God therefore, at this critical 
time especially, is that of earnest continual prayer, under 
a deep sense, and an unfeigned acknowledgment, of our 
national guilt in passing the Emancipation Act, and the 
subsequent endowment of Popery, and the measures 
adopted by various Governments since 1 829, to fraternize 

with that " ABOMINATION OF THE EARTH." 

It must be put down at all hazards : there never was, 
and there never will be, any peace with Rome. Oh that 
the rulers of the country could but see their master error, 
and would retrace their steps! Individual Christians 
therefore, .as well as Christian assemblies, should make 
these points the subjects of their earnest prayers: for 
God alone can enlighten their minds, and dispose their 
hearts, to see their errors, and to change their policy. 
Then, but not before, may we expect that the evils we 
now apprehend, will be averted ; and that PaoTEST-^iirr 
England will still retain her position as "the standard- 
bearer of the Reformation,'* and the chief preserver of 
pure Christianity, amongst all the nations of Europe. 



THE END. 
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III. 

THE GUILTY TONGUE. 

Royal 32mo. With Engravings. Price Ss. 6d. cloth. 

IV. 

THE HOUSE OF THE THIEF; 

Or, the Eighth Commandment practically Illustrated. 
Royal 32mo. With Engravings. Price 28. 6d. cloth. 

V. 

MY STATION AND ITS DUTIES. 

A Narrative for Girls going to Service. 
Royal 32mo. With Engravings. Price 2s. 6d. cloth. 

VI. 

GOING TO SERVICE. 

A Sequel to " My Station and its Duties." 
Royal 32mo. With Engravings. Price 2s. 6d. cloth. 

VII. 

THE COMMANDMENT WITH PROMISE. 

Royal 32mo. With Engravings. Price 2s. 6d. cloth. 

VIII. 

LESSONS FROM NATURE. 

Containing Thb Dabk, Thb Rainbow, Thb Sunbbam, 

Not AL05B, Thb Witnbss. 

Royal 32mo. With Engravings. Price 28. 6d. cloth. 
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IX. 

FARMER GOODALL AND HIS FRIEND, 

Royal 32mo. With Engravings. Price 28. 6cL Qloth. 



THE SCHOOL-GIRL IN FRANCE : 

A Narrative addressed to Christian Parents. 
Third Edition. In foolscap 8vo. Price 5s. in cloth. 

ROBERT AND FREDERICK : 

A Boy's Book. 
In foolscap octavo, with twenty Engravings. Price 78. in cloth. 

THREE DAYS IN THE EAST. 

By John McGkxoob, M.A. 
In 18mo. With Engravings. Price Is. boards. 

A MEMOIR OF JOHN BRITT, 

the Happy Mute. 
Compiled from the writings of Charlotte Elizabeth. 

In 18mo. Price Is. 6d. cloth. 

THE LIGHT OF LIFE. 

Dedicated to the Young. 
By the Author of "Book for the Cottage." 
In ISmo. Price 2s. 6d. cloth. 

THE ORPHAN'S FRIEND. 

By a Clbboyma.n'8 Widow. 
18mo. Price 28. cloth. 

MARY ATKINS : 

Or, Nature and Grace. 

*' If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature." 

IBmo. Price Is. cloth. 
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BUNYAN'S PILGRIM'S PROGRESS. 

With Notes by the Rev, T. Scott. 

Illustrated with seventeen Engravings from the original designs 

by the late T. Stothard, Esq. r.a. 

And twenty Woodcuts by S. Williams. 

Price £l, Is. in cloth, or £1. 111. 6d. in morocco, or with proofs on India 

paper £1. lis. 6d. or £l. 16s, half<bound in morocco, gilt top. 

BUNYAN'S PILGRIM'S PROGRESS. 

A new Edition, with 27 Woodcuts. Small 8yo. Price 4s. cloth. 

THE NUN : 

A Nakbativb. With Engravings. 
Fifth Edition. In 16mo. Price 56. in cloth. 

SABBATH MUSINGS AND EVERY DAY 

SCENES. 

In foolscap 8vo. Price 6s. cloth. 
BY THE SAME AUTHOR. 

THE VISIT TO CLARINA ; 

Or, the Effects of Revenge. 
18mo. Price 28. cloth. 

II. 

THE HAPPY FAMILY; 

Or, Talents Well-Employed. Third Edition. 
ISmo. Price Is. cloth. 



THE PASTOR'S DAUGHTER. 

Conversations between Dr. Paypon and his Child on the way of 

Salvation by Jesus ChriBt. 

Fourth Edition. Price Is. 6d. boards. 

YOUTHFUL PIETY EXEMPLIFIED 

In the last Illness and Death of Ann Clitheroo. 

By the Rev. J. Cottb&ill, Rector of Blakeney, Norfolk. 

18mo. Price Is. 6d. cloth. 
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SUNDAY EVENING INSTRUCTION, 

or the Catechism of the Choreh of England explained. 

By a CLaaQTMAx'B Wifb. 

l6mo. Price 3s. 6d. cloth. 

ELIZABETH ALLEN, 

or the Faithful Servant. By the Author of '* Sophia de Lissan." 
In 18mo. Price 28. 6d. half-bound. 

THE TRANSPLANTED FLOWER, 

Or, Recollections of Little Maria. 
With Frontispiece. Price Is. cloth. 

SCRIPTURAL INSTRUCTION FOR THE 
LEAST AND THE LOWEST. 

In Three Volames, 18mo. Second Edition. Price 10s. 6d. cloth. 

A BOOK FOR THE COTTAGE, 

OR5 THE HISTORY OF MART AND HER FAMILY. 
In eighteens. Price 38. cloth. 

NARRATIVE OF A 

SINGULAR ESCAPE FROM A CONVENT. 

With an address, by the Ber. W. Cakus Wilson, M.A. 
Second Edition. Price Is. 6d. cloth. 

A MANUAL OF PRAYERS FOR THE YOUNG. 

By the Bey. E. Bickbrstbth, Sector of Watton. 
18mo. Price 3s. 6d. roan. 

LETTERS TO A CHILD. 

No. I. The Secret.— II. An Allegory.— III. Four Children from one 
Village.— IV. The First Step.— V. Prayer.— VI. The Three Gifts. 

Price 2d. each. 



